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Corbyn signs 
free tickets 
for schools 
letter 

LABOUR leader Jeremy Corbyn is 
among 128 MPs to sign a letter calling 
on the Football Association to fill 
empty seats at England games with 
free tickets for school children. 

The letter was drafted by shadow 
sports minister Dr Rosena Allin-Khan 
on Friday and has been signed by MPs 
from all parties, including the chairman 
of the Digital, Culture, Media and Sport 
committee Damian Collins. 

Addressed to FA chairman Greg 
Clarke, the letter says the 28,000 
empty seats for last week’s game 
against Slovenia “represent 28,000 
lost opportunities to inspire England 
stars of the future”. 

While noting that the FA did make 
7,000 free tickets available to schools 
and community groups, Dr Allin-Khan 
writes “this was a chance to do so 
much more”. 

In a statement the Labour MP for 
Tooting said: “I am pleased that many 
MPs from across the country agree 
and have joined me in signing this 
letter to the FA. It represents 
agreement from a large cross-party 
group of MPs that we want to see the 
FA go further. 

“For many young children across the 
country, seeing England play live at 
Wembley is a distant dream. The FA 
can turn this dream into a reality.” 



Jeremy Corbyn 


Dr Allin-Khan first made this 
suggestion on social media during last 
week’s game, provoking a lively debate 
and a response from the FA that 
explained how it had given tickets 
away. 

But on Wednesday, it is understood 
that FA chief executive Martin Glenn 
wrote a personal letter to the shadow 
sports minister, inviting her and 
Wembley’s local MP, Dawn Butler, to a 
meeting to discuss the issue. 

In the letter, Glenn explained the 
governing body is a not-for-profit 
organisation which invests more than 
£100million in football a year and 
match-day revenues from England 
games are a crucial source of revenue. 

He claimed ticket prices at Wembley 
are lower than most Premier League 
games and can be as low as £2 when 
England’s women’s or age-group 
teams play at English venues away 
from Wembley. 

In regards to the Slovenia match, 
Glenn wrote that free tickets went to 
local schools which took part in Black 
History Month workshops at the 
stadium, families affected by the 
Grenfell Tower fire and members of the 
armed forces and emergency services. 
Of the 7,000 free tickets made 
available, more than 70 per cent were 
taken up. 

This letter, however, had not reached 
Dr Allin-Khan as of Friday, as written 
correspondence sent to the House of 
Commons is often held up for a few 
days in security checks. 


SAINTS 



_ 


Pupil Pell out to 


Adam 

Leitch 



MAURICIO Pellegrino will ex¬ 
tend a warm Saints welcome to 
Rafa Benitez on Sunday - but is 
desperate to get one over his men¬ 
tor. 

Pellegrino and Benitez go back 
a long way, with the Argentin¬ 
ian’s arrival in English football 
coming thanks to a brief spell at 
Liverpool under the man who he 
will face in the St Mary’s dugouts 
as Saints take on Newcastle this 
weekend. 

After ending his playing ca¬ 
reer, Pellegrino later returned to 
England to work on Liverpool’s 
coaching staff under Benitez, be¬ 
fore following him to Inter Milan. 

Since then Pellegrino has 
branched out on his own, and 
now, for the first time, the close 
friends will go head-to-head and 
pit their wits, and their respec¬ 
tive teams, against each other in 
the Premier League. 

Pellegrino clearly has the ut¬ 
most respect for Benitez and 
said: “First of all he was a really 
important teammate because we 
working together in Valencia as 

'ALWAYS I WILL BE 
GRATEFUL TO 
RAFA, NOT JUST 
PROFESSIONAL 
BUT AS A PERSON' 


a player and after in Liverpool he 
gave me the opportunity to work 
in professional football as his as¬ 
sistant and be in contact with the 
Premier League with this won¬ 
derful team. 

“My experience was really nice. 
Not just as a manager but sharing 
a lot of things with the staff. 

“Always I will be grateful to 
Rafa, not just professional but as 
a person. He is a good example 
for me as a professional and as a 
person. 

“For me one of the best things 
is I changed my point as a player 
and a coach as at a pedagogic 
level he was one of the best I met 
teaching principles of the game 
attacking and defending.” 

Pellegrino says he spoke to Ben¬ 
itez about the Saints squad when 
he took over at the club, and had 
a general discussion with him as 
recently as a few weeks ago. 

He is still a sounding board for 
the Saints boss, though he is try¬ 
ing not to overthink things ahead 
of facing Benitez, as he believes 



Benitez won’t overthink facing 
him. 

“I don’t think that Newcastle 
will change,” said Pellegrino. 

“First of all we didn’t have too 
much time the last two weeks to 
change everything because most 


of the players were with their na¬ 
tional teams. I will not change too 
much against them. 

“Statistically you can change 
on the board, but the most diffi¬ 
cult thing is to do this plan on the 
pitch. 


“I believe you have to repeat 
your style all the time because I 
believe in the connection between 
the players and each other. 

“One thing is to train on the 
board and another is what we can 
do on the pitch.” 
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Palace stun 
Chelsea 

MANCHESTER City moved two 
points clear at the top of the 
Premier League with another 
thumping victory but Crystal Palace 
claimed the win of the day by 
upsetting Chelsea. 

Palace had managed neither a 
point nor a goal in their opening 
seven matches but the return of 
Wilfried Zaha from injury inspired 
them to a 2-1 victory over the 
reigning champions. 

Their first goal in the 11th minute 
was credited to a Chelsea player - 
Cesar Azpilicueta the unfortunate 
man - but Zaha struck the winner 
just before half-time after Tiemoue 
Bakayoko had equalised with his 
first Premier League goal. 

City took their goalscoring exploits 
a step further, defeating Stoke 7-2 at 
the Etihad Stadium. 

They were 3-0 up in 27 minutes 
through goals from Gabriel Jesus, 
Raheem Sterling and David Silva. 

Stoke gave themselves hope when 
Marne Biram Diouf netted in the 44th 
minute and the Etihad suddenly 
grew anxious when a Kyle Walker 
own goal closed the gap further two 
minutes after half-time. 

But any worries were swiftly 
banished by three more City goals in 
seven minutes, with Jesus’ second 
followed by strikes from 
Fernandinho and Leroy Sane. 
Bernando Silva finished off the 
scoring 11 minutes from time. 

City’s victory coupled with 


Crystal Palace's Wilfried Zaha 
celebrates netting the winner 
against Chelsea 


Manchester United’s goalless draw 
against Liverpool at Anfield means 
Pep Guardiola’s side have pulled 
clear of their derby rivals. 

Ten-man West Ham were denied 
victory at Turf Moor by a late Burnley 
equaliser. 

Michail Antonio’s route one goal in 
the 19th minute came eight minutes 
before Andy Carroll was sent off 
after picking up two yellow cards in 
less than two minutes. 

The Hammers held on until the 
85th minute when Chris Wood made 
it 1-1. 

A Tammy Abraham double earned 
Swansea a much-needed 2-0 victory 
over Huddersfield. 

Abraham capitalised on a mistake 
from Terriers keeper Jonas Lossl in 
the 42nd minute and then touched 
Jordan Ayew’s shot over the line 
three minutes after the break. 


If Pellegrino’s time under Ben¬ 
itez were his formative years in 
coaching, he very much feels he 
is his own man now 
“I like this profession, I enjoy 
doing my job, and I am in a situ¬ 
ation I enjoy and to play against 


him is because I am part of the 
Premier League,” reflected Pel¬ 
legrino. 

“I have to be ready to prepare 
my team to beat them. 

“It’s something not many people 
can do and I have to be grateful of 


my situation right now.” 

He added: “I translate I had to be 
myself in every single moment. 

“I think that I learn from my ex¬ 
perience in Barcelona, my experi¬ 
ence in Liverpool a lot. 

“I think always I am the type of 


person I like to learn because to 
be a manager or coach is some¬ 
thing that never finishes and you 
have to learn every day because 
we work with human beings who 
play football. 

“It is a nice challenge for me to 
train them every day and try to 
improve them every day as a play¬ 
er and a person every day. This is 
difficult but we have to try every 
day.” 

Though Pellegrino doesn’t ex¬ 
pect Benitez to want to share a 
glass of wine after the game, he 
admits they may crack open a soft 
drink and enjoy each other’s com¬ 
pany. 

But before that he is all too 
aware that Saints really need to 
bag three points. 

After just two wins in charge 
of the club so far, Pellegrino is 
desperate to get a sense of mo¬ 
mentum into the season at what 
is that start of a kind run of four 
fixtures before things get much 
tougher after the November in¬ 
ternational break. 

“It is important for us because 
we need three points,” confessed 
the Saints boss. 

“I think we deserve a bit more 
the last two games especially. We 
play well and a bit better than 
Stoke I think and didn’t deserve 
to lose against Man U at home. 

“We want to change the results 
at home so it’s important for us. 

“I try to do and I will train and 
I will do the things I believe will 
be better. 

“As a manager you can control 
the people you put in charge, the 
player, the training session, the 
system, but you cannot control 
the result. 

“This is part of the job. 

“I am honest with my players 
and we have to improve a lot of 
things and keep doing the posi¬ 
tive things we have been doing 
the last games.” 

Pellegrino might well have 
needed a bit of advice from Ben¬ 
itez from time to time, with things 
having been far from straightfor¬ 
ward since he took over at Saints. 

He has had to handle the Virgil 
van Dijk saga, but isn’t giving 
away too much on the captaincy 
issue that still doesn’t feel entire¬ 
ly resolved. 

“For me it is not a situation for 
which I will be worried,” insisted 
Pellegrino. 

“I have four, five or six players 
who can be captain in my team. 

“To be a leader in the past the 
captain because you deserve to be 
the leader of the team. You have 
to deserve it. It is one position. 

“I cannot name the captain. You 
have to win with your behaviour 
inside and outside the pitch. 

“We have a group of players 
that represent the squad, seven 
players, and all of them for me 
can be a captain.” 
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Koeman 


s calm 


RONALD Koeman insists there is 
no need to panic about Everton’s 
defensive record. 

The Toffees have conceded 12 goals 
in seven games and scored only four, 
giving them a worse goal difference 
than every team in the Premier League 
except pointless Crystal Palace. 

But ex-Saints boss Koeman, who 
could bring in Phil Jagielka for Ashley 
Williams for the trip to Sunday’s trip to 
Brighton, believes Everton’s difficult 
fixture list explains their problems and 
that it is unfair to judge them now. 

Asked if he was concerned, the 
Dutchman said: “Not more than I was 
because I know the games that we 
played, then you can concede that 
number of goals. 

“I think it’s more a question to 
answer half way through the season 
because we played against four title 
contenders.” 

As well as their fixtures - with 
Everton having already faced 
Manchester City, Chelsea, Tottenham 
and Manchester United - Koeman 
thinks they are paying the price for 
European qualification. 

With qualifying rounds for the Europa 
League starting in July and the 
demands of the competition, Koeman 
does not feel his summer signings 
have had a chance to bed in. 

“I think one reason why we’ve 
struggled is that we don’t have really 
training sessions,” he said. 

“That started already in pre-season. 
We didn’t have a normal pre-season, 



Ronald Koeman 

we had to play really fast, really 
competitive to qualify for Europe. 

“The schedule is so tough. You don’t 
have really time to train and to improve. 
We don’t have one new player, we have 
eight or nine new players and that 
takes time. 

“For that I’m happy that we play on 
Sunday, at least (on Friday) we had a 
normal training session with a lot of 
attention and focus for the game on 
Sunday.” 

Koeman denied Sunday’s trip to 
Brighton was any more of a pressure 
game than any other fixture but 
admitted his side are low on 
confidence. 

That was all too obvious in their last 
outing before the international break, 
when the doom and gloom around 
Goodison Park deepened with a 1-0 
defeat by Burnley. 

“Of course it’s difficult because 
everyone expected different results 
and a different position in the table,” 
said Koeman. 

“You need a little bit of luck, to score 
a goal from the first chance. The 
fastest way to change the situation is to 
do your job every day and with a 
feeling of belief together.” 

Brighton sit alongside Everton on 
seven points after a solid start to life in 
the top flight. 

“They are really tough,” said 
Koeman. “I think they are doing really 
well. It’s a tough place to go.” 


PREMIER LEAGUE _ ft 

Falcao tops Euro 

Simon 1*5 

Carter 


HE famously struggled for goals 
during a season long loan at Man¬ 
chester United. 

Radamel Falcao netted just four 
goals in 26 top flight outings in 
2014/15 - only 14 of which were 
starts. 

But the Colombian has started 
the current Ligue 1 season in 
France in stunning form - jump¬ 
ing to the top of the goalscorers 
list across the main five leagues 
in Europe. 

He has struck 12 goals in only 
eight appearances, including a 
hat-trick against Dijon and brac¬ 
es against Marseille, Strasbourg 
and Lille. 

Monaco are only second in the 
league, though, behind huge- 
spending Paris St Germain. 

Edison Cavani has so far netted 
eight league goals for Paris SG, 
while the world’s most expensive 
player, Neymar, has six in six 
league outings. 

The incredible Lionel Messi is 
not far behind Falcao in terms of 
league goals. 

He has struck 11 times in only 
seven La Liga appearances for 
Barcelona. 

Messi has already bagged two 
hat-tricks - a four-goal show 
against Eibar and three against 
Espanyol. 

He has also scored twice against 
Las Palmas and Alaves, and an¬ 
other brace came in a Champions 
League group game against fel¬ 
low Euro heavyweights Juventus. 

Incredibly, Messi has now net¬ 
ted 331 league goals in 258 Barca 
league starts, plus another 38 as 
a sub. 

Messi’s fellow Argentine in¬ 
ternational Paulo Dybala has 10 
Serie A goals already for Juven¬ 
tus, including hat-tricks against 
Sassuolo and Genoa. And he has 
scored those in just six starts, 
plus one off the bench. 

Lazio’s Ciro Immobile is just 
one Serie A goal behind Dybala, 
with his nine-goal haul from 
seven starts including a hat-trick 
against Milan. 

Two other familiar names have 
eight league goals - Dortmund’s 
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang and 
Robert Lewandowski of Bayern 
Munich. 

The Premier League’s leading 
scorers is Romelu Lukaku, who 
is averaging a goal in game in his 
first seven matches for Manches¬ 
ter United. 

Included in that haul was a 
first half winner at St Mary’s last 
month. 

He has the same league goals 
haul as Roma’s ex-Manchester 
City striker Edin Dzeko and 



Radamel Falcao is 
outjumped by Virgil 
van Dijk while playing 
for Chelsea in 2015/16. 
Below - Harry Kane has 
scored 15 goals for club 
and country in just 13 
games in 2017/18. 




Napoli’s Dries Martens. 

Tottenham’s Harry Kane has 15 
goals to his name this term, from 
just 13 games. 

But only six of them have come 
in the league - braces against 
Everton, West Ham and Hudders¬ 
field (all away). 

In addition, he has five Champi¬ 
ons League goals - a brace against 
Dortmund at Wembley and a hat- 


trick in Cyprus against Apoel 
Nicosia. 

Kane also scored four times for 
England in his last four World 
Cup qualifiers. 

• Manchester City’s David 
Silva is currently the joint most 
creative player across Europe’s 
top five leagues. 

After only seven league games, 


he has already provided six as¬ 
sists for City’s free-scoring at¬ 
tackers. 

That puts him level with Andres 
Guardado of Real Betis and one 
ahead of Manchester United’s 
Henrikh Mkhitaryan, Juventus’ 
Miralem Pjanic and Paris St Ger¬ 
main’s world record holder Ney¬ 
mar. 

Chelsea’s Cesar Azpilicueta 
has four assists, as has Carlos 
Soler (Valencia), Francois Ka- 
mano (Bordeaux), Levin Oztunali 
(Mainz 05) and Lorenzo Insigne 
(Napoli). 

• Three players have already 
picked up five yellow cards. 

They are Hamburg’s Kyriakos 
Papadopoulos, Luiz Gustavo of 
Marseille and Maxi Gomez of 
Celta Vigo. 

All three have accumulated 
those cautions in seven matches. 

Ex-Saint Jason Puncheon, now 
skipper of Premier League smug¬ 
glers Crystal Palace, is one of 
several players who have been 
booked four times. He is, though, 
the only Premier Leaguer to have 
four yellow to his name. 
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PREMIER LEAGUE _ & 

top scorers list 


• Lionel Messi is averaging 
more shots at goal than any oth¬ 
er player across Europ’s top five 
leagues in 2017/18. 

The legendary Barcelona man 
is averaging 7.3 efforts - with Tot¬ 
tenham’s in-form Harry Kane 


next best on 6.3. 

Serie A quartet Edin Dzeko (6), 
Paulo Dybala (5.7), Ciro Immobile 
(5.1) and Lorenzo Insigne (4.6) are 
next. 

Possibly to the surprise of 
some, the second highest Premier 
League player behind Kane is 


West Ham’s Andy Carroll. He is 
averaging 4.5 efforts on goal per 
game - but has yet to score this 
term! 

Romelu Lukaku is averaging 4.4 
efforts per game, and unlike Car- 
roll certainly has scored! 


• Saints have only picked up 
eight bookings in their seven 
league games so far. 

Best behaved across Europe’s 
top five leagues are Borussia 
Dortmund, with an impressive to¬ 
tal of just two cautions. 

Stoke and Brighton have only 
picked up seven yellows so far, 
while Arsenal also have the same 
total as Saints. 

At the other end of the disci¬ 
pline spectrum, Marseille have 
accumulated 24 bookings and two 
red cards already! 

• Here’s an early warning to 
Saints for when Burnley visit St 
Mary’s in the coming weeks. 

The Clarets are strong in the 
air - witness their winning of 24.6 
aerial duals per game, the highest 
in the Premier League. 

It is also the second highest 
across Europe’s top five divisions, 
with only Bundesliga club Han¬ 
nover (25.7 average) above Sean 
Dyche’s men. 

• Manchester City are the best 
in Europe at restricting opposing 
teams to getting efforts in on goal. 

Pep Guardiola’s men have only 
conceded an average of 6.4 goal 
attempts per game in the Premier 
League so far. 

Napoli, with 7.3, are second and 
Borussia Dortmund (7.6) third. 

Saints are the ninth best with 
12 . 6 . 

In terms of tackles made per 
game, Saints are 13th in the Pre¬ 
mier League with 14.9. 

Top tacklers are new boys Hud¬ 
dersfield, who are living up to the 
club’s nickname of Terriers by 
making 22 tackles per game. 

Saints have given away 11.6 
fouls per game so far - the sixth 
highest in the Premier League. 
Bournemouth have only given 
away 7.7 - the lowest in the top 
flight - while Chelsea have given 
away the most (12.6). 


Ashes star 
resigns from 
football post 

TWO-TIME Ashes winner Steve 
Harmison has resigned from his 
position of joint-manager of non¬ 
league side Ashington. 

The 38-year-old former England 
fast bowler, who helped his country 
lift the urn in 2005 and 2009, had 
been in charge of the Northern 
League side since February 2015 but 
has called time on his reign. 

He held the position on a sole 
basis until the end of last season 
when Tom Wade was brought in as 
joint-manager. 

A club statement read: “It is with 
regret that the executive board of 
Ashington Community Football Club 
have decided to accept Stephen 
Harmison’s resignation. 

“The club would like to place on 
record its appreciation to Steve and 
his off field team for their work on 
behalf of the club over the past few 
seasons and wish them the very best 
for whatever they decide to do in the 
future. 

“They leave behind a strong squad 
of players and we are looking to put 
a new management team in place, to 
take the club forward, as soon as 
possible. 

“Senior players will take charge of 
the team in the interim and chairman 
Ian Lavery will speak to the players 
ahead of the game on Saturday.” 

Ashington, in the ninth tier of 
English football, won just one of 
their last five games but are in 12th 
position with 17 points from their 
opening 12 games. 

Harmison, who has also worked as 
a cricket pundit since his 2009 
retirement from cricket, took 226 
wickets in 63 Tests for England and 
was once ranked as the number one 
bowler in the world. 


Steve Harmison 



Lionel Messis has 
scored 11 La Liga 
goals in only seven 
games for Barcelona 
this season. 
Below right - David 
Silva, seen here 
with Jordy Clasie of 
Saints, is joint top of 
the assists league at 
present. 




Strictly Come 
Dancing Live! 2018 

At the 02 Arena, London 
2 days from £195.00,10 February 2018 

Join celebrities, dance champions and judges for the arena 
extravaganza Strictly Come Dancing Live! 

Highlights & inclusions 

• A lower tier ticket for Strictly Come Dancing Live! 

• A visit to central London on day two 

• One night’s bed and buffet breakfast at a good quality 
hotel in the London area 

• Return coach transfers between your hotel and The 02 
Arena, London 

• Coach travel from the local area 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 


Reader Offer 


1 Newmarket 

Holidays 




Daily Echo 


call 0330 160 7751 [S§ 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsl4844 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 


#ABTA 

Travel with confidence 
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Kloppv 

Mourinho 

THE eagerly-anticipated clash 
between Liverpool and Manchester 
United ended goalless as Jurgen 
Klopp and Jose Mourinho cancelled 
one another out. 

Here, the Sports Pink takes a closer 
look at the touchline duel at Anfield. 

TACTICS 

As expected Liverpool lined-up in a 
4-3-3 formation, with the only slight 
surprise Joe Gomez’s place at right- 
back. Sadio Mane’s injury meant 
Philippe Coutinho was bumped 
forward into the Reds’ three-man 
attack. Roberto Firmino’s movement 
gave United’s defence a headache, 
while Klopp’s side pressed high even 
when the play was not going anywhere. 
The visitors, by contrast, seemed 
content to allow Liverpool’s defenders 
to have the ball. What looked set to be 
a 3-4-3 formation was instead a 4-2-3-1 
for United, with Ashley Young deployed 
as right winger. Phil Jones and Chris 
Smalling were given the green light to 
pressure up the field when threats 
were building, but sat deep as 
Liverpool’s pressure ratcheted up. 

TOUCHLINE DEMEANOUR 

Both managers started their 
afternoon in the freshly-painted 
technical areas, separated by ten 
yards. Mourinho’s mannerisms belied 
his smart attire, while casually-dressed 
Klopp was as expressive as always. 
The Liverpool boss and his bench 
were quick to harangue the officials 



Jurgen Klopp 


when Romelu Lukaku challenged 
Dejan Lovren, while Mourinho did not 
hold back when decisions went against 
him. Klopp emerged early for the 
second half and will have been 
frustrated not to have found a way to 
break the visitors down. 

GAME MANAGEMENT 

What the match lacked in thrill it 
made up for in intrigue as both 
managers kept faith with their sides 
after a predictably tense first half. 

David De Gea had to be at his best 
when United’s defence faltered, while 
isolated Lukaku mustered just one 
serious attempt as Liverpool’s often 
shaky defence held firm. Liverpool 
upped the ante after the break and 
Mourinho brought on Jesse Lingard 
and Marcus Rashford to add renewed 
impetus to his attack. It did not work, 
nor did Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain and 
Daniel Sturridge changing the Reds’ 
attacking dynamic. 

VERDICT 

While not as much of a damp squib 
as last year’s goalless Anfield 
encounter, this was not a thrill-a-minute 
clash. Mourinho effectively stunted 
Liverpool - albeit they rode their luck 
at times - but was unable to attack in a 
way that put the hosts’ shaky backline 
in any real danger. Klopp’s side had 
more shots and possession, yet 
Mourinho once again frustrated the 
Reds on home turf. 


CHERRIES 



Wembley woe 


A SOLITARY strike from Chris¬ 
tian Eriksen meant Cherries suf¬ 
fered a 1-0 defeat against Totten¬ 
ham at Wembley. 

The Danish star, who had scored 
twice for his country during the 
international break against Mon¬ 
tenegro and Romania, netted the 
winner just two minutes into the 
second half to sink Eddie Howe’s 
men in the capital. 

The reverse left Cherries hav¬ 
ing lost six of their opening eight 
league fixtures of the season in 
the top flight. 

Cherries made two changes 
from the side which drew 0-0 at 
home against Leicester City be¬ 
fore the international break. 

Striker Jermain Defoe was 
dropped to the bench against his 
former club; there was also no 
place in the starting XI for Marc 
Pugh. 

Defender Steve Cook returned 
to make his first Premier League 
start in five weeks, as Cherries re¬ 
verted to a back three which they 
also deployed against Manchester 
City and Arsenal earlier in the 
campaign. 

Dan Gosling returned to the 
visitors’ midfield and Joshua 
King was fit enough to lead the 
line after recovering from a slight 
hamstring injury sustained on in¬ 
ternational duty with Norway. 

There was no place in the squad 
for winger Ryan Fraser, who also 
picked up a hamstring problem 
while away with Scotland. 

Spurs went into the contest hav¬ 
ing won their previous two Pre¬ 
mier League fixtures at West Ham 
and Huddersfield respectively. 

Mauricio Pochettino’s men 
were still searching for their 
first league triumph at Wembley 
however following home draws 
against Swansea and Burnley, 
as well as a 2-1 defeat to Chelsea 
back in August. 

They were without Ben Davies, 
who missed out through illness, 
meaning Heung-min Son was ini¬ 
tially deployed as a wing-back on 
the left flank for the hosts. 

Spurs had the better of the 
opening exchanges but failed to 
create anything clear cut during 
the opening ten minutes. 

Defender Jan Vertonghen ad¬ 
vanced forward and whipped a 
delivery in with his left foot, but 
with Harry Kane arriving in the 
area, the ball was well held by As- 
mir Begovic in the away goal. 

Spurs’s playmaker Eriksen 
then attempted to unlock the door 
for the hosts. 

After combining neatly with 
Dele Alii on the edge of the area, 
the Danish international’s men¬ 
acing run was thwarted by Cher¬ 
ries skipper Simon Francis, who 
played the ball off Eriksen for a 
goal kick. 

Eriksen then almost turned pro¬ 
vider for Alii. Following a Spurs 



Georges-Kevin 
Nkoudou goes 
down under 
the challenge 
from AFC 
Bournemouth 
goalkeeper 
Asmir Begovic 


corner, he drilled a cross in on the 
angle, only for the England star to 
flick the ball over the bar. 

But having soaked up some ear¬ 
ly pressure, Cherries fashioned 
their first chance on the counter 
after 19 minutes. 

A swift move saw former Tot¬ 
tenham man Adam Smith burst 
down the right and cut the ball 
back for Junior Stanislas, whose 
shot ricocheted narrowly wide of 
the post. 

And from a corner moments lat¬ 
er, Howe’s men came agonisingly 


close to gaining the advantage. 

A devilish delivery from Stan¬ 
islas was flicked goalwards off 
Spurs midfielder Eric Dier and 
forced an outstanding reaction 
save from keeper Hugo Lloris in 
the home goal. 

At the other end, Cook was cau¬ 
tioned for lunging in on Kane, 
who then got away his first shot 
of the contest on 34 minutes. 

Having raced on to a perfectly 
played ball over the top from 
Eriksen, the in-form frontman 
forced Begovic to get down low 


and make a sharp save to keep the 
game at 0-0. 

Toby Alderweireld then headed 
over from the resulting corner. 

But just two minutes following 
the interval, Spurs took the lead 
through Eriksen. 

The midfielder bundled his way 
through a sliding challenge from 
Francis on the edge of the box 
and coolly placed the ball into the 
bottom corner past Begovic. 

And Pochettino’s side had the 
ball in the net again just short of 
the hour mark through Kane. He 
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CHERRIES _ 

for Cherries 




Christian Eriksen shoots 
past AFC Asmir Begovic 


Joshua King 
(right) beats 
Tottenham's 
Davinson 
Sanchez to 
the ball 


rose highest to nod home a cross 
from deep but was flagged offside. 

Kane continued to threaten 
however, and he would have given 
the hosts a two-goal cushion, but 
for a sublime double save from 
Begovic. 

The Bosnian raced off his line 
to deny the England frontman 
from point-blank range before 
thwarting Kane once again, after 
he was teed up by Alii seconds 
later. 

With Cherries looking for an 
equaliser, a breakthrough almost 


came when Gosling’s clever flick 
found the run of Stanislas, but he 
was forced wide by Vertonghen. 

More articles 

Boss Howe then looked to the 
bench and brought on Jordon Ibe 
and Defoe, the latter receiving 
a warm ovation from the home 
fans. 

And with 13 minutes left, the 
two replacements almost com¬ 
bined to give Cherries a leveller. 

Ibe cut inside and slid in striker 
Defoe, whose effort was saved by 
the leg of Lloris at the near post. 


Eriksen’s strike from the edge 
of the box then forced Begovic 
into another impressive save and 
a late block from Cook thwarted 
Dier late on. 

Begovic was in trouble after he 
wiped out Kevin Nkoudou on the 
edge of the box, as Spurs coun¬ 
tered at rapid pace deep into stop¬ 
page time. 

The keeper was left with a cau¬ 
tion, as Spurs held firm in the 
closing moments. 

Spurs: Lloris; Alderweireld, 


Sanchez, Vertonghen; Trippier, 
Dier, Winks, Son (Sissoko, 75); 
Eriksen, Alii (Nkoudou 90+1), 
Kane (Llorente, 85). Unused subs: 
Aurier, Foyth, Walker-Peters, Nk¬ 
oudou, Vorm (g/k). 

Booked: Vertonghen. 

Cherries: Begovic; Francis, 
Ake, S Cook; A Smith (Defoe, 75), 
Surman, L Cook (Mousset, 83), 
Daniels, Stanislas (Ibe 75); Gos¬ 
ling; King. Unused subs: Arter, 
Pugh, Afobe, Boruc (g/k). 

Booked: S Cook, Smith, Begovic. 


Fraud leaves 
club in crisis 

HAMILTON are facing one 
of the biggest crises in their 
history after falling victim to 
a major fraud. 

Directors will have to 
bail out the Ladbrokes 
Premiership club after they 
lost a reported £750,000 to con 
artists. 

In a statement, chairman 
Les Gray said: “Hamilton 
Academical FC have been the 
target of an elaborate fraud 
resulting in the loss of a 
substantial sum of monies.” 

Gray added that the club 
were working closely with 
Police Scotland and their 
bank amid a criminal 
investigation. 

He added: “At this point it 
is imperative that we remain 
calm and work together as we 
go through one of the most 
difficult situations we have 
faced as a club. 

“In the interim, the 
directors intend to inject 
funds to meet the club’s 
ongoing obligations until the 
investigation is complete to 
ensure continuity. 

“It is our intention to host a 
media briefing to go into more 
detail when the initial legal 
and banking investigations 
reveal the facts. This will 
allow us to give full disclosure 
of the event. 

“No further comment 
will be made at this time 
as the police investigation 
continues.” 

The Scottish Professional 
Football League said that 
Accies had alerted them to the 
situation. 

SPFL chief executive 
Neil Doncaster said: “This 
is clearly a very serious 
and unfortunate situation 
and everyone in the game 
will hope it can be resolved 
quickly.” 

A Police Scotland 
spokeswoman said: “We can 
confirm a complaint has been 
received regarding a fraud 
and officers are currently 
carrying out enquiries into 
this matter.” 

The SPFL warned clubs to 
guard against online fraud in 
August after Annan failed to 
receive an £18,000 payment 
from the league at the end 
of last season. The funds 
had instead been paid into a 
fraudulent account and police 
launched an investigation 
after the money was retrieved. 

Fellow Scottish Premiership 
side Hearts later revealed 
they too had been the victim 
of fraud. 

It is understood, however, 
that it was on a much smaller 
scale. 

“Heart of Midlothian can 
confirm it was the subject 
of an internet fraud earlier 
this year,” a statement read. 
“The matter is now part of an 
active police investigation and 
therefore no further comment 
will be made.” 

Hearts are understood to 
have lost around £80,000 to 
fraud. 
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Strachan's 
highs & lows 

EX-SAINT Gordon Strachan has 
left his position as Scotland 
manager with immediate effect 
after their failure to reach the 
World Cup play-offs. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks back 
at the highs and lows of his near 
five-year reign. 

HIGH - Strachan gets off to a 
winning start with a 1-0 friendly win 
over Estonia at Pittodrie. 

LOW - The deflated squad 
Strachan inherits lose his first two 
World Cup qualifiers in charge 
against Wales and Serbia, finally 
killing off faint hopes of reaching 
Brazil 2014. 

HIGH - The Scots record an 
impressive 1-0 qualifying away win 
over Croatia in the summer of 
2013. 

HIGH - A six-game unbeaten run - 
including another victory over 
Croatia and wins in Macedonia, 
Norway and Poland - raises hopes 
that Scotland are ready to end 
their long stint in the international 
wilderness. 

HIGH - After a narrow defeat to 
world champions Germany in their 
opening European qualifier, 
Scotland follow it up with home 
wins over Georgia and the 
Republic of Ireland either side of a 
good draw in Warsaw. 

LOW - A point in Dublin keeps 
Scotland on course but their 
campaign begins to unravel in a 
1-0 defeat by Georgia in Tbilisi in 
September 2015. 

LOW - Their Euro 2016 campaign 
comes to an end as Robert 
Lewandowski equalises in injury¬ 



time at Hampden in October as 
Scotland are consigned to fourth 
spot. 

HIGH - Fans cheer Strachan’s 
name as Scotland end their 
qualifying schedule with a 6-0 
romp over Gibraltar, convincing 
him to stay on. 

LOW - Strachan is criticised for 
his team selections during a 1-1 
home draw against Lithuania and a 
3-0 defeat in Slovakia in October 
2016 as Scotland’s World Cup 
campaign stutters after just three 
games. 

LOW - After a bright start at 
Wembley the following month, a 
much-changed Scotland team end 
up losing 3-0 against England to 
make it four points from four 
matches. Strachan keeps his job 
after talks with the SFA. 

HIGH - Chris Martin’s late goal 
gives Scotland a 1-0 win over 
Slovenia in March 2016 and keeps 
Strachan in a job. 

HIGH - After a rollercoaster draw 
with England, Scotland take six 
points from a double header for 
the first time in 10 years thanks to 
wins over Lithuania and Malta in 
September. 

HIGH - Another late win, this time 
against Slovakia at Hampden, puts 
Scotland into second place in the 
group with one match left. 

LOW - With a play-off in their 
sights, Scotland let slip a lead to 
draw 2-2 in Slovenia and miss out 
on second place in goal 
difference. Strachan pins the 
blame partly on “genetics” and his 
reign ends four days later. 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


ft 


Klopp: Liverpool could not get away with United approach 


JURGEN Klopp said Jose Mourinho’s 
tactics would not be acceptable at a club 
like Liverpool after Manchester United 
earned a 0-0 draw at Anfield for the second 
successive season. 

Liverpool dominated possession but could 
not break down United’s defence as Klopp’s 
men drew a third straight game. 

The hosts came closest to scoring as 
David De Gea made a superb save to deny 
Joel Matip while at the other end Romelu 
Lukaku squandered United’s big chance. 

Klopp felt his side dominated the game 
and felt his side should have had a penalty 
after Philippe Coutinho went down under 


pressure from Ander Herrera. 

The Liverpool manager said: “I think the 
performance was worth three points. We 
were the better side. 

“I think Man United came here for the 
point and they got it. We wanted three points 
and didn’t get it. 

“I’m sure if we played like this, you could 
not do this at Liverpool. Obviously for Man 
United it is OK. 

“It’s quite difficult when a top-class team 
like Man United has that defensive 
approach. You’re not going to get 20 
chances. But we had enough, a big one in 
the first half, and a penalty I feel, we were 


unlucky.” 

The big chance came when United failed 
to clear a corner and the ball fell for 
defender Matip inside the six yard box, but 
De Gea deflected the ball away with an 
outstretched leg. 

Mourinho felt Klopp could have had a 
more attacking approach. 

The German used his three substitutes to 
make like-for-like attacking changes, with 
Philippe Coutinho, Roberto Firmino and 
Mohamed Salah all making way. 

Mourinho said: “They played 90 minutes 
with (Emre) Can, (Jordan) Henderson and 
(Georginio) Wijnaldum and I thought playing 


at home, seven points behind us, they are 
going to change. They never did. 

“They changed man-for-man in attack. 
They kept their three midfield players in the 
centre of the pitch and I had no chance to 
answer. 

“I only had two midfield players and had 
no one else to compensate that. 

“I’s unfair on (Ander) Herrera and 
(Nemanja) Matic, because they gave 
everything, but (Paul) Pogba, (Marouane) 
Fellaini and (Michael) Carrick I was feeling 
for players I didn’t have. “I had no chance to 
bring the game in another direction so I 
think it is a positive point for us.” 


Emma's double keeps 
Soton's great run going 


Southampton Women warmed up 
for their derby cup tie with Ports¬ 
mouth by keeping their perfect 
FA Women’s Premier League re¬ 
cord going. 

Under the floodlights at AFC 
Totton, the team came away with 
a 3-1 win against Poole Town La¬ 
dies FC, who are also debutants in 
the league this season. 

This came after a 3-1 league 
win against Southampton Saints 
G&LFC and a FA Cup win against 
Winchester City Flyers earlier in 
the month. 

A controversial Poole goal was 
given just two minutes into the 
game after the keeper was fouled, 
but the foul was deemed to be af¬ 
ter the ball had crossed the line. 

Southampton responded quick¬ 
ly and made some penetrating 
passes through the midfield to 
run at the Poole defence, resulting 
in a free kick just outside the area 
four minutes later. 

The kick was parried by the 
keeper but Emma Pinner pounced 
to level. 

Smooth set 

Poole continued to hunt down 
both wings, putting in some ac¬ 
curate crosses which Amie Bar¬ 
nett and Kellie Warren did well to 
clear. 

A smooth set of passes from 
Cassie Thorp to Jane Yeates 
and through to Pinner put her 
through for her second goal of the 
game. 

As the game progressed, South¬ 
ampton had the lion’s share of 
chances with shots from Karleen 
Hellard, Yeates and Pinner all 
narrowly wide. 

At the other end, Poole hit the 
crossbar and were closed down 
quickly by Peake when on the 
break. 

Both teams came out with a de¬ 
termined attitude in the second 
half, but it was Southampton who 
scored again when Yeates cut in¬ 
side the defender and struck a 
left-footed shot in. 

Laura Yokes was a consistent 



Action from Southampton's win against Poole. Pictures by John Bildrff. 


force for Southampton down the 
left wing. 

Combining with Thorp in 
midfield, they continued to feed 
Yeates with opportunities. 

Kirsty Whitton battled away in 
midfield, where much of the sec¬ 
ond half was fought, spreading 
the play well and tracking back in 
defence 

Poole continued to push for¬ 
ward, but the defence remained 
resolute and cleared comfortably, 
with Peake making a couple of 
easy saves. 


Paris Payne, on as a substitute, 
moved well in midfield and played 
a weighted pass to Whitton whose 
shot from 30 yards out went just 
over. 

This result takes Southampton 
to third, with four wins out of 
four. 

This Sunday they take on high¬ 
er division Portsmouth FC in the 
next round of the FAWPL Cup 
(2pm) at AFC Totton. 

Entrance is £3 for adults and £1 
for concessions. Free parking and 
refreshments available. 
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EASTLEIGH 1 HEREFORD 2 
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Bulls send Spitfires 
into cup nosedive 



GROUNDWORK: Eastleigh's Michael Green battles for the ball with Hereford's Keyon Reffell. Pictures: Stuart Martin 



Eastleigh's Callum Howe celebrates his goal 


Eastleigh's Craig McAllister is grabbed by a 
Hereford opponent 


THERE will be no FA Cup fair¬ 
ytale for Eastleigh this season. 

Instead, the sorry Spitfires 
can reflect on a truly disastrous 
fourth qualifying round tie 
which saw them unceremoni¬ 
ously dumped out of the compe¬ 
tition, 2-1, by two-leagues-lower 
Hereford - and ending the after¬ 
noon with nine men. 

The Bulls, whose forerunners 
Hereford United were famed 
cup giant-killers, were 1-0 up be¬ 
fore Eastleigh defender Andrew 
Boyce was shown a straight red. 

Garyn Preen doubled the visi¬ 
tors’ lead and, after a 78th-minute 
reply by Callum Howe had set up 
a frantic finish, Gavin Hoyte’s 
stoppage-time dismissal com¬ 
pounded the home side’s misery. 

The light at the end of the 
Spitfires’ long injury tunnel had 
shone through in Richard Hill’s 
team selection with Michael 
Green (foot) and skipper Sam 
Togwell (thigh) returning to the 
starting line-up and Ryan Cress- 
well and Paul McCallum named 
on the bench. 

Hereford, of the Evo-Stik South 
Premier, began with an air of 
confidence befitting a side on a 
run of ten straight league and 
cup wins. 

They strung together a decent 
early move from James Bowen’s 
long throw from well inside this 
own area, resulting in Ross Flit- 
ney punching away Preen’s float¬ 
ed ball in. 

Eastleigh responded with a 
threatening low ball across from 
Sam Wood following a short cor¬ 
ner which experienced midfield¬ 
er Mike McGrath managed to 
turn behind. 

The Bulls were forced into an 
early substitution when Rob 
Pur die replaced the injured Cal¬ 
vin Dinsley who was unable to 
continue after treatment. 

But Hereford went straight 
back on the attack, winning a 
couple of free kicks about ten 
yards outside the Eastleigh area. 

Nothing came of the first with 
prolific marksman John Mills 
heading Preen’s delivery harm¬ 
lessly over, but catastrophe 
struck for the Spitfires from the 
second. 

Skipper Howe was penalised 
for catching Mike Symons and up 
stepped McGRATH whose free- 
kick ricocheted off the Eastleigh 
wall and past flat-footed goal¬ 
keeper Ross Flitney. 

Initially shellshocked, East¬ 
leigh swiftly got their act togeth¬ 
er. Sam Wood’s 25-yard free kick 
was blocked by Preen, who was 
booked for handball, inviting 
Wood to take aim again from the 
very edge of the area inside the 
‘D’, but this time his kick was de¬ 
flected out for a corner. 

Wood then produced some fan¬ 
cy footwork on the right of the 
box but his finish was wayward. 


With the Bulls’ noisy band of 
fans roaring them on, the visi¬ 
tors earned another free-kick on 
27 minutes when Green was pe¬ 
nalised for fouling Keyon Reffell. 
While Eastleigh were disputing 
it, Hereford took the kick quick¬ 
ly and the distracted National 
League full-timers had to scram¬ 
ble it away. 

It lurched from bad to worse for 
Richard Hill’s side on 32 minutes 
when they were reduced to ten 
men. 

Slack play allowed the Bulls to 


send Symons clear through left 
channel. Panicked Spitfires de¬ 
fender Andrew Boyce slid in and 
whipped his legs from under him, 
earning the former Grimsby man 
a straight red card. 

Apart from a couple of high 
crosses which tested Bulls keeper 
Martin Horsell, Eastleigh posed 
little threat and might have con¬ 
ceded again on 41 minutes, but 
Symons spooned a close-range 
volley over. 

Ben Strevens’ weak header 
barely tested Horsell and Her¬ 


eford soon showed the ten-man 
Spitfires how it was done, seizing 
a 2-0 lead in the 43rd minute. 

Eastleigh’s defending was woe¬ 
ful as Reffell laid the ball across 
the six-yard box and, with Flitney 
totally exposed, PREEN coolly 
bypassed him and rolled the ball 
into the bottom corner. 

Having had time to reflect at 
half-time, Eastleigh - with James 
Constable replacing Togwell - 
came out fighting. 

But it wasn’t long before Her¬ 
eford were troubling them again 


- Mills swinging a boot at Sy- 
monds’ delivery, but failing to get 
good contact his volley. 

A serious injury held things up 
on 52 minutes when Preen went 
down under a strong but fair chal¬ 
lenge from Eastleigh right-back 
Hoyte. With both sets of players 
gathering round in concern, the 
two physios were quickly on the 
scene followed by a stretcher. 

It took ten minutes before 
Preen was eventually carried off 
to sympathetic applause from the 
1,345 crowd and Adam Page re¬ 
placed him. 

With the Spitfires showing no 
sign of getting back into it, Hill 
made one last roll of the dice, 
throwing on attacking duo Gary 
McSheffrey and fit-again striker 
McCallum for McAllister and 
Ben Williamson with 73 minutes 
gone. 

The effect was instantaneous 
with McSheffrey’s determination 
forcing a corner on the left. It was 
delivered long and Ben Strevens 
nodded it back goalwards for on- 
loan Lincoln defender HOWE to 
pull one back with a close-range 
header. There were 12 minutes of 
normal time - plus a whopping 
14 minutes of stoppage time - re¬ 
maining. 

Suddenly the Spitfires were all 
over Hereford like a rash and the 
lower league side had to defend 
for their lives. 

But with seven minutes of add¬ 
ed time played, the Bulls broke 
and Flitney crucially got his fin¬ 
gertips to sub Page’s goalbound 
strike. 

With the game flowing this way, 
then that, Hereford ’keeper Hor¬ 
sell did well to claim Green’s high 
ball under pressure from McCal¬ 
lum before Reffell’s shot trickled 
just inches past the upright. 

And, as the drama kept com¬ 
ing, Hoyte launched into another 
strong challenge by the touchline 
and this time the referee had no 
hesitation in showing another 
straight red, reducing the sorry 
Spitfires to nine men. 

Eastleigh: Ross Flitney, Gavin 
Hoyte, Michael Green, Sam Tog¬ 
well (James Constable, 46), Sam 
Wood, Mark Yeates, Ben Strevens, 
Craig McAllister (Paul McCal¬ 
lum, 74), Andrew Boyce, Ben Wil¬ 
liamson (Gary McSheffrey 74), 
Callum Howe. Subs (not used): 
Ryan Cresswell, Chris Zebroski, 
Ayo Obileye, Cavaghn Miley. 

Referee: Carl Brook. 

Attendance: 1,345. 
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Lawy lose 
their bite 

BLACKFIELD & Langley 
were not the only Wessex 
top dogs to lose their bite 
last weekend. 

While the Sydenhams 
Premier leaders were 
stumbling to a 2-1 defeat at 
Lymington, Division One 
pace-setters Laverstock & 
Ford endured a punishing 
afternoon at lowly 
Verwood Town. 

Lavvy were caned 4-0 
at Potterne Park - just a 
fortnight after losing 1-0 
at the same venue in the 
Sydenhams League Cup. 

In between they had 
clocked up back-to-back 
league wins over New 
Milton (2-1) and Folland 
(9-0). But, after a bright 
beginning at Verwood 
when Tyler Brockway’s 
effort was brilliantly 
saved, they fell to goals 
from Russell Dyer, Jamie 
Webber and former 
Blackfield striker James 
Guthrie (2). 

Laverstock co-managers 
Rob Lakeman and Liam 



Rob Lakeman & Liam 
McConnell. 

McConnell summed up: 
“Our lack of conviction in 
front of goal cost us dearly. 
That sharpness in front 
of goal that we have seen 
recently was nowhere to 
be seen. 

“We certainly had the 
chances to win but we have 
to give credit to Verwood - 
they were clinical. 

“That was an off-day. We 
didn’t impress without 
the ball. We need to work 
a lot harder to regain 
possession. When you 
don’t, it makes things 
easier for the opposition.” 

On Tuesday Verwood 
fell 3-0 down to Hampshire 
Premier League outfit 
Sway, but they hit back 
for a 3-3 Bournemouth 
Senior Cup draw before 
triumphing 5-4 on 
penalties. 

Sway had Spencer 
Churchill sent off for a 
second yellow at 3-2 and 
lost both Ryan Brading and 
Tom Munday to injury. 


Simon is AFC Totton's first sports chaplain 


AFC TOTTON have appointed the 
club’s first sports chaplain. 

He is Southampton-born Si¬ 
mon Young who graduated from 
Sarum College, Salisbury, with a 
degree in theology and ministry. 

Sports chaplaincy is a growing 
area within clubs across the UK 
and Young explained: “The prior¬ 
ity for a chaplain is to serve and 


help, providing that visible pres¬ 
ence and support whenever peo¬ 
ple need it, at whatever level, for 
however long and regardless of 
their position, role or association 
with the club. 

“It is such an exciting time to 
be launching chaplaincy with the 
club who have such strong com¬ 
munity links already and have 


passion, enthusiasm and commit¬ 
ment to reach out to more people 
within the local area.” 

Wayne Mew, chairman of Evo- 
Stik South West outfit AFC Tot- 
ton, agreed: “The club is an im¬ 
portant part of the community 
and we want to lead the way in 
providing wherever we can. 

“It is not just about 11 players 


who take to the pitch on a Satur¬ 
day, but the offering of the entire 
club. 

“We have wonderful facilities 
and, to be able to offer more sup¬ 
port through initiatives such 
as chaplaincy, we hope will find 
ways of really engaging people 
who would not ordinarily have 
the opportunity to do so.” 



Warren Bentley heads in for Poole at Oxford City. 


Bentley's 

priceless 

double 


WARREN Bentley scored twice - 
including a rare headed goal - to 
set up Poole Town for a priceless 
3-2 victory at fellow basement 
boys Oxford City last weekend. 

The Dolphins may be struggling 
to match the highs of their debut 
season in the National League 
South, but former Alresford and 
Winchester City goal-getter Bent¬ 
ley is as clinical as ever. 

Since switching camps from 
Hungerford Town at the start of 
September, he has already netted 
seven goals in eight appearances. 

Poole had a poor first-half at 
Oxford, falling behind to a 20th- 
minute strike from ex-Saint Matt 
Paterson - a one-time transfer tar¬ 
get for boss Tom Killick. 

But they managed to go in level 
at the break when sub Jez Bed¬ 
ford picked out Bentley, one of 
the smallest players on the pitch, 
with a pinpoint cross and the lit¬ 
tle maestro headed it back across 


the ’keeper and into the net. 

Oxford still had time to hit the 
bar before the half-time whistle, 
but it was Poole who took the lead 
after the break with Bentley once 
again on target. 

Having had a stonewall penalty 
denied when he was brought down 


by the ’keeper, he did not give up 
and made it 2-1 with a close-range 
finish after Ollie Harfield’s shot 
had deflected into his path. 

Another breakaway move saw 
Portsmouth loan ace Bedford 
hit Poole’s third before Paterson 
struck again in stoppage time. 


“After about 20 minutes, you 
would have said the chances of 
us winning looked unlikely,” said 
Killick. 

“The victory is testament to the 
spirit we showed in the second 
half. 

“Rather than chase them and 
allow them space in behind the 
defence, we withdrew, kept our 
shape and forced them to go long. 

“We looked very dangerous on 
the break and were well worth 
the win in the end. The players 
deserve credit for executing the 
plan so well.” 

The victory lifted Poole three 
points clear of the drop zone with 
a two-week gap before their next 
game. 

“To have lost or drawn would 
have put us in a very difficult situ¬ 
ation,” admitted Killick. 

The down side was losing Ste¬ 
ve Devlin (hamstring) and Jack 
Dickson (shin splints) to injury. 
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'Something needs to change, and it needs 
to change quickly' says Catlin after thrashing 



David Jerrard 


THE extent of Gosport 
Borough’s troubles was laid 
bare at Dorchester Town 
on Monday as the Evo-Stik 
South Premier basement 
boys crashed to a 7-2 defeat. 

New boss Mick Catlin 
described it as “men against 
boys” as a hat-trick by 
winger Aaron Rodriguez left 
Borough reeling. 

They were 6-0 down 
before late goals from 
Iffy Onwuachu and Max 
Smith added a hint of 
respectability to the 
scoreline, but Dorch skipper 
Gary Bowles compounded 
their misery late on. 

Ross Carmichael, ex- 
Gosport man David Jerrard 
and Dom Panesar-Dower 
also scored for the Magpies, 
who have picked up seven 
points out of 12 under 
recently appointed manager 


Steve Thompson. 

Catlin is more than 
capable of making a similar 
impact to Thompson but has 
been having to work with 
one hand tied behind his 
back. 

Due to a transfer embargo, 
the Borough squad is wafer- 
thin. And, without two of 
their more experienced 
campaigners, Jamie Brown 
(injured) and Luke King 
(unavailable), they travelled 
to Dorchester with just one 
substitute, Connor May. 

“I can’t fault the effort of 
the players, but they are 
not experienced enough to 
deal with a situation like 
this. Something needs to 
change and change quickly,” 
warned Catlin after 
Monday’s mauling by the 
Magpies. 

Former Woking assistant 


boss Thompson, who 
succeeded Craig Laird at the 
Dorchester helm last month, 
said: “We’ve won the game 
7-2 and people would think 
Gosport, because we’re 
down near the bottom, could 
possibly nick something. 

So it’s a good result in that 
respect.” 

“I’ve been in charge for 
four league games. We’ve 
picked up seven points from 
12, three of those games 
have been away from home 
and we’ve scored 12 goals in 
four games. 

“As I said to the players, 
if you’d offered me seven 
points from four games 
when I came in I’d have 
taken it. 

“We still know we’ve got 
a lot of work to do, but 
we’ll work hard to try and 
become better.” 


Magpies keeper 
nets from own half! 

Wendy jMj 



Gerard Benfield 


WIMBORNE Town scored one of 
the FA Trophy’s more unusual 
goals last weekend. 

Magpies ‘keeper Gerard Ben¬ 
field netted a free-kick from in¬ 
side his own half! 

The preliminary round tie was 
poised 1-1 at North Leigh when 
Benfield thumped home an ex¬ 
traordinary strike. 

Talking through a somewhat 
confusing passage of events, man¬ 
ager Matty Holmes said: “It was a 
deep free-kick, he played it long 
and Toby Holmes got in front of 
their keeper (Manny Agboola), 
who took him out and the ball 
rolled into the net. 

“The referee said it would have 
been a penalty had it not gone in. 

“We couldn’t quite work out 
what was happening. Toby was on 
the ground and the referee went 
over to speak to the linesman and 
we thought he wasn’t going to 
give the goal for some reason. 

“Then he booked one of our 
players and it was all a little bit 
confusing, so the players didn’t 
run off and celebrate like normal. 


“They were more concerned 
about Toby because he got taken 
out, although he was okay in the 
end. 

“It was a great strike by Gerard. 
He’s a very quiet, unassuming 
lad. He just gets on with it and 
takes things in his stride.” 


Wimborne eventually prevailed 
3-1 with Toby Holmes netting the 
other two. It banked the Magpies 
£3,000, setting up an away clash 
with Evo-Stik South East side 
Thame United in the first qualify¬ 
ing round on October 28. 

Proud manager Holmes added: 


“To go to North Leigh and get a 
result like that was an incredible 
effort from the lads. 

“To a man, they were superb. 
After the early goal, we showed 
great character. We had a game 
plan which we asked the lads to 
stick to and luckily they did that.” 


Special 'Brew' 
tastes good 

HOLDERS Sholing are 
safely through to the 
last 16 of the Sydenhams 
Wessex League Cup. 

After a goalless 45 
minutes at Division One 
underdogs Ringwood 
Town, the Boatmen got 
down to business at the 
start of the second half, 
scoring two goals in 
quick succession in near 
identical fashion. 

On 49 minutes Kev 
Brewster curled in a 
deep cross from the right 
which Dan Mason headed 
accurately back past 
goalkeeper Tom Edmonds. 

Five minutes later it 
was deja-vu when another 
‘special Brew’ delivery 
was knocked in by the 
predatory Mason from six 
yards. 

Despite playing the 
last half-hour with ten 
men following Marvin 
McLean’s dismissal, the 



Kevin Brewster. 


Boatmen held strong to 
book a home tie with 
Petersfield Town. 

Sydenhams League Cup 
third round ties: Andover 
New Street v Lymington 
Town, Blackfield & 
Langley v US Portsmouth, 
Hamble Club v Bashley/ 
Alresford Town, Horndean 
v AFC Portchester/Cowes 
Sports, Newport IoW v 
Baffins Milton Rovers, 
Sholing v Petersfield 
Town, Shaftesbury/East 
Cowes Vies /Fawley v AFC 
Stoneham, Verwood Town 
v Hamworthy Utd. 

• AFC Portchester 
(Premier Division) and 
Christchurch (Division 
One) have won the 
Sydenhams Wessex Club- 
of-the-Month Awards for 
September. 

The Kappa/MJM Sports 
Respect Awards for last 
month go to Petersfield 
Town (Premier Division) 
and Whitchurch United 
(Division One). 
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NON LEAGUE FIXTURES 

Monday, October 16 

EVO-STIK SOUTH 
Premier: Hitchin v Redditch. 


NON LEAGUE 



Tuesday, October 17 

EVO-STIK SOUTH 

Premier: Chesham v St Neots, Dunstable v Kings 
Lynn, Gosport Borough v Banbury, Hereford v 
Farnborough, Kettering v Royston, Kings Lang¬ 
ley v Dorchester, Slough v Tiverton, St Ives v 
Bishops Stortford, Weymouth v Merthyr Town. 
West: Bishops Cleeve v Bideford, Wimborne v 
Cinderford, Winchester City v Paulton Rovers. 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
SWL Cup: AFC Portchester v Cowes Sports 

(7.30) , Andover New Street v Lymington Town, 
Newport IW v Baffins Milton Rovers. 
SOUTHAMPTON SENIOR CUP 

Blackfield & Langley v Hedge End Town (7.30), 
Brockenhurst v Bishops Waltham Dynamos 

(7.30) . 

RUSSELL COTES CUP 

First round: AFC Stoneham v Romsey Town, 
Andover Town v Fleetlands, Folland Sports v 
Sholing, Hythe & Dibden v Liphook Utd, New 
Milton v Fareham Town. 

BOURNEMOUTH SENIOR CUP 
Bashley v Hamworthy Utd. 

WILTSHIRE SENIOR CUP 

Bemerton HH v Warminster Town, Downton 

v Highworth Town, Laverstock & Ford v 

Wroughton. 

Wednesday, October 18 

NEW FOREST CARE HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Locks Heath v Colden Com¬ 
mon (7.30). 

SOUTHAMPTON SENIOR CUP 
Alresford Town v Fawley AFC (7.30). 

RUSSELL COTES CUP 
Christchurch v Hamble Club. 

Saturday, October 21 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 
AFC Fylde v Maidstone, Aldershot v Tranmere, 
Bromley v Woking, Chester v Boreham Wood, 
Dagenham & Redbridge v Wrexham, Dover v 
Maidenhead, Eastleigh v Gateshead, Ebbsfleet 
v Barrow, FC Halifax v Torquay, Guiseley v 
Solihull Moores, Hartlepool v Sutton, Leyton 
Orient v Macclesfield. 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 
Bath v Braintree, Bognor v Chippenham, 
Chelmsford v Dartford, Concord v Weston-su¬ 
per-Mare, Eastbourne Borough v East Thurrock, 
Gloucester v Welling, Havant & Waterlooville 
v Poole, Hemel Hempstead v Oxford City, St 
Albans v Hungerford, Wealdstone v Truro, 
Whitehawk v Hampton & Richmond. 

EVO-STIK SOUTH 

Premier: Bishops Stortford v Tiverton, Chesham 
v Biggleswade, Dorchester v Banbury, Dunsta¬ 
ble v Redditch, Farnborough v St Neots, Frame 
v Basingstoke, Gosport Borough v Kings Lynn, 
Hereford v Kings Langley, Hitchin v Merthyr 
Town, Kettering v Slough, St Ives v Weymouth, 
Stratford v Royston. 

West: AFC Totton v Bideford, Barnstaple v 
Slimbridge, Bristol MF v Cinderford, Cirencester 
v Yate, Didcot v Bishops Cleeve, Kidlington v 
North Leigh, Mangotsfield v Larkhall, Salisbury 
v Evesham, Shortwood v Paulton Rovers, 
Taunton Town v Winchester City, Wimborne v 
Swindon Supermarine. 

FA VASE 

First round proper: AFC Portchester v 
Cullompton Rangers, Baffins Milton Rovers v 
Radstock Town, Bashley v Bridgwater Town, 
Brockenhurst v Crediton Utd, Fareham Town 
v Ivybridge Town, Farnham Town v Lymington 
Town, Frimley Green v Blackfield & Langley, 
Hengrove Athletic v Alton, Highworth Town v 
Sholing, Newport IW v Bovey Tracey, Portland 
Utd v Horndean, Romsey Town v Hamble Club, 
Wellington AFC v Downton. 

SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Alresford v Hamworthy 
Utd, Amesbury v Team Solent, Bournemouth 
Poppies v Bemerton HH, Cowes Sports v 
Petersfield. 

Division One: Andover NS v New Milton, 
Christchurch v Hythe & Dibden, East Cowes Vies 
v AFC Stoneham, Laverstock & Ford v Tadley 
Calleva, Verwood v Folland Sports, Whitchurch 
v Ringwood. 

NEW FOREST CARE HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

Premier Division: Hedge End Rangers v Hayling 
Utd, Liss v Fleetlands, Overton v Paulsgrove, 
Stockbridge v Clanfield, Sway v Liphook. 

Division One: South Wonston Swifts v Upham. 
Combination: Clanfield v Winchester Castle, 
Fleetlands v QK Southampton, Hayling Utd v 
Headley Utd, Paulsgrove v Overton. 
SOUTHAMPTON SENIOR CUP 
Second round: Lyndhurstv Infinity, Netley 
Central v Comrades, QK Southampton v Bush 
Hill Res, Winchester Castle v Bush Hill. 
ALDERSHOT INTERMEDIATE CUP 
First round: Headley v Rushmoor Community; 
Second round: Four Marks v Eversley & Califor¬ 
nia Res, Hartley Wintney A v AFC Petersfield, 
Liphook Utd Res v West End Village. 


From the sublime to the ridiculous...! 


FOUR Bashley goals in an electric 
nine-minute spell well and truly 
ripped up the form book in Tues¬ 
day’s dramatic New Forest derby. 

With hosts Lymington Town 
on a high after inflicting lead¬ 
ers Blackfield & Langley’s first 
league defeat of the season, the 
smart money would have been 
on them beating their lower-half 
neighbours. 

Instead, they suffered a shock 
5-1 pasting by Paul Morris’s in¬ 
spired, young Bash boys. 

Lymo started well enough with 
Manny Soetan hitting the bar 


from a free-kick. 

But Harry McGrath, last sea¬ 
son’s record scorer for Bashley’s 
under-19s, showed his adjust¬ 
ment to senior football is com¬ 
plete when he ended a well-timed 
run into the area and beat young 
Town goalkeeper Jordan Tewkes¬ 
bury with the help of a slight de¬ 
flection. 

Four minutes later another pro¬ 
moted youngster, Conor Whiteley, 
made it 2-0 with a powerful run 
from midfield. 

Bashley’s 60-plus supporters in 
the 158 crowd were still celebrat¬ 


ing when Lewis Ross was brought 
down as he shaped to shoot after 
latching onto McGrath’s cross 
and got up to sink the penalty. 

And, in what Bash secretary 
Mike Cranidge described as “fast- 
forward football, like watching 
goal highlights on Match Of The 
Day” it became 4-0 two minutes 
later when McGrath cut in from 
the left wing and bagged his sec¬ 
ond. 

Charlie Willett gave Lymington 
a hint of a lifeline when he drove 
home from an acute angle from 
a half-cleared corner but, on the 


stroke of half-time, Brad Strick¬ 
land - who had just left Lymo 
for Bashley - drove another dag¬ 
ger through his old teammates’ 
hearts, latching onto a loose ball 
in the area. 

The second half was even, but 
Bashley’s young guns showed 
their new-found maturity by 
comfortably holding onto the 
lead. 

Towards the end Bash took the 
opportunity to introduce new ar¬ 
rival Patrick Spiteri. The winger, 
dual-signed from Weymouth, im¬ 
pressed during his 15 minutes. 


Luckless Jack suffers 
another injury blow 


By Wendy 

Gee 



LUCKLESS Lymington Town 
striker Jack Odam is having to 
come to terms with another in¬ 
jury lay-off. 

After sitting out the best part of 
a year with an anterior cruciate 
ligament (ACL) problem, the for¬ 
mer AFC Totton and Dorchester 
Town man was showing signs of 
getting back to his best. 

But he was dealt another cruel 
blow in Lymo’s recent FA Vase 
victory on the 3G pitch at Ham¬ 
worthy United, suffering a ‘buck¬ 
et handle’ meniscus tear of the 
knee which will see him undergo 
surgery for a second time. 

His ACL injury required recon¬ 
structive work costing £8,000 and 
this latest injury is likely to add 
another £3,000 to the repair bill. 

The Sydenhams Premier club 
were this week in the process of 
setting up a “ JustGiving” page to 
help fund the operation which has 
been booked for this coming Tues¬ 
day (October 17). 

Untidy 

“We’ve acted sharply to help 
Jack and, hopefully, he should 
back in six to eight weeks,” said 
Lymo’s director of football John 
Pyatt. 

Team boss Dave Lewis said: 
“Jack was just getting back to 
form, having been out for nine or 
ten months with the ACL. We’d 
spent time getting him fit and get¬ 
ting his confidence right and now 
he’s injured again. 

“He got caught by an untidy, out- 
of-control tackle as he tried to roll 
someone on Hamworthy’s plastic 
pitch. I don’t blame Hamworthy 
or the player for that, but the ref¬ 
eree allowed things to escalate.” 

Odam is not the only Lymington 
player on the long-term injury 



list. Defender Tim Stephenson, 
who had been struggling for a 
year, underwent a knee operation 
a fortnight ago and faces another 
six weeks out. 

And frontman Nick Magee was 
due in for a scan this week after 
jarring his knee. It was feared he 
had dislocated it, but Pyatt re¬ 
ported: “He’s starting to walk a 
bit better now so, fingers crossed, 
it’s not as bad as we thought.” 

On top of their injuries, Lym¬ 
ington have lost midfielder/de- 
fender Brad Strickland to New 
Forest neighbours Bashley. 


“I was a bit disappointed be¬ 
cause Brad’s a good lad as well as 
a good player,” said Pyatt. “But 
you’ve got to be enjoying your 
football and, obviously, he wasn’t. 

“You’ve got to do what you’ve 
got to do and we wish him all the 
best.” 

To rub salt in the wounds, 
Strickland was on target on Tues¬ 
day as his new club stunned his 
old club 5-1 at The Sports Ground. 

It demonstrated the dramatic 
highs and lows of football, com¬ 
ing just four days after Lymo had 
become the first team this sea¬ 


son to beat leaders Blackfield 
& Langley in the league. 

Lymington deliberately kept 
signings to a minimum over 
the summer, bringing in just 
former Salisbury defender Ste¬ 
ve Walker and Jake Long from 
Brockenhurst. 

However, with injuries bit¬ 
ing, Pyatt has hinted that they 
may need strengthen in the 
coming weeks. 

“This is the time of year 
when players are not getting 
into teams,” he said. “We want 
to keep the side as strong as we 
can.” 
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League award for Wilson 



Scott Wilson 


FORMER Eastleigh striker Scott 
Wilson has been named Vanarama 
National League player-of-the-month 
for September after helping to fire 
Macclesfield Town to the non-League 
summit. 

The 24-year-old hit irresistible form last 
month, scoring four goals in five starts for 
the Silkmen and providing a number of 
assists. 

Wilson signed a one-year deal at 
Eastleigh two summers ago after joining 
them from Weston-super-Mare. 

During an unsettled season at the 
Silverlake, the pacy frontman served 
under four different managers. 

His chances of making an instant 


impact were sabotaged by injury and, 
once fit, he was mainly used as an impact 
player off the bench. 

He did score two league winners for the 
Spitfires, though - at Boreham Wood 
(giving Martin Allen his only league win) 
and at Chester. 

No surprise 

Still, it came as no great surprise to 
fans when he was one of seven players 
not offered a new contract for 2017/18, 
although it is understood it was more a 
case of Wilson wanting to go rather than 
Eastleigh boss Richard Hill pushing him 
out of the door. 

Since joining Macclesfield on a one- 


year deal in June, Wilson is looking more 
like the sharp-shooting player who had 
caught Eastleigh’s eye by burying 24 
goals in 42 appearances for Weston in 
the National League South. 

He began September on the Silkmen’s 
bench against Woking, but started 
against Solihull Moors the following week 
and scored a fine individual winner. 

Wilson followed that with a match- 
clinching brace at home to AFC Fylde 
before closing his month’s account with a 
predatory strike against Torquay. 

Eastleigh are due to visit Macclesfield 
on Saturday, October 28. 

Maidstone’s Jay Saunders scooped the 
VNL’s manager-of-the-month prize. 


INSTANT IMPACT! 


GEORGE Hallahan has started 
as he means to go on for Andover 
Town. 

No sooner had his move been 
sealed from Tadley Calleva than 
he popped up with Town’s late 
winner against AFC Portchester 
last weekend. 

Basingstoke Town had high 
hopes for the exciting, young 
academy graduate when, aged 18, 
he burst onto the first-team scene 
in the summer of 2015, having 
scored 25 goals in just 16 games 
for the youth team. 

That earned him a Camrose 
contract, but it was terminated by 
mutual consent in December the 
following year after he had netted 
nine times in 12 appearances at 
the start of the 2016/17 campaign. 

Hallahan, who went out on loan 
to Slough Town during his Bas¬ 
ingstoke days, eventually wound 
up at Tadley Calleva in March - 
his second spell with the Syden- 
hams One club. 

He scored twice in five appear¬ 
ances at the back end of last sea¬ 
son and carried that into the new 
campaign with five goals in six 
starts, attracting the attention of 
Sydenhams Premier high-fliers 
Andover. 

Tadley waived Town’s seven- 
day notice of approach because 
they didn’t want to drag things 
out, but boss Danny Dolan admit¬ 
ted: “I’ll be gutted to lose him. 
He’s a young lad I brought to the 
club and then brought him back 
and gave him regular football.” 

A crowd in excess of 200 turned 
up at Andover on Non-League 
Day and young sub Hallahan cer¬ 
tainly rose to the occasion. 

With the score poised at 2-2 
with four minutes remaining, 
he received the ball on the half¬ 
way line, determinedly held off a 
challenge and raced clear to beat 
Portchester’s former Eastleigh 
‘keeper Lewis Noice one-on-one. 

Earlier, Portchester’s Bobby 
Scott and Joe Bye had wiped out 
Zach Glasspool’s opening goal for 
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Andover before another recent 
Town addition, Micky Hubbard, 
levelled from the spot. 

Hallahan was on the mark again 
on Tuesday, scoring Andover’s 
first goal and setting up the sec¬ 


ond for Jason Silver in a 2-1 win 
at Shaftesbury. 

The last remaining unbeaten 
side in the Wessex top-flight, 
Town moved to within three 
points of league leaders Black- 


field & Langley with two games 
in hand. 

Following Liam Gilbert’s depar¬ 
ture to Winchester City, another 
ex-AFC Totton man Liam Hibberd 
has taken over as Andover’s club 
captain. 



Young Scott 
is hero of 
the hour 
for Whites 

SCOTT Conley became the hero 
of the hour during Salisbury’s FA 
Trophy defeat to Paulton Rovers 
as he stepped in as linesman. 

In the 43rd minute, referee Dale 
Wootton pulled up with a 
hamstring injury and was unable 
to continue. 

With no fourth official available 
to take over the duties, the game 
looked as though it would be 
abandoned. 

But an announcement was 
made asking if any qualified 
referees were in attendance - and 
up stepped 17-year-old Conley, 
writes Esther Jackson. 

With assistant referee Alan 
Overthrow taking over duties on 
the pitch, the youngster stepped 
in for him on the touchline. 

Wearing only his trainers and 
jeans, he was ushered into the 
changing rooms to get kitted up 
and soon emerged ready to take 
up responsibilities on the line. 

Conley has been a qualified 



Scott Conley 


referee for four years. He was 
approached by Whites’ Mark 
Winter, who knew he was qualified 
because he had refereed a 
number of tournaments and youth 
games at Salisbury. 

The 17-year-old admitted: “It 
was very unexpected as I just 
came to watch.” 

He said that when the 
announcement was made he was 
unsure whether to put himself 
forward but did it to allow the 
game to continue. 

The teenager added: “I was 
worried just in case I made a bad 
call. But that was for about five 
minutes then I was able to gain 
some confidence.” 

The game ended with the Whites 
losing 3-2 and exiting the FA 
Trophy. 

With Conley not having to make 
any game-changing decisions, he 
was happy with his performance. 

A club spokesman said: “We’d 
like to thank Scott for stepping 
forward on Saturday and taking 
the flag for the remainder of the 
match. 

“It takes a certain amount of 
courage to step forward in a 
situation like that. 

“We hope it’s an experience that 
we will help Scott with his 
refereeing aspirations.” 
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5 things you 
can't miss in 
racing week 

JUST CHAMPION 

Cracksman heads the list of 
possible contenders for what is 
another thrilling Qipco 
Champions Day at Ascot. With the 
date now firmly established in the 
calendar, the seasonal finale is 
always one of the hottest tickets 
in town and John Gosden’s runner 
could be the star of the show in 
the main event, the Champion 
Stakes. There really is something 
for everyone though, with the 
rematch between Gold Cup first 
and second, Big Orange and 
Order Of St George, a particular 
highlight in the Long Distance 
Cup. Even the Balmoral Handicap 
boasts £155,625 to the winner. A 
day not to be missed. 

O’BRIEN DOMINATION 

Aidan O’Brien has enjoyed 
another stunning season and has 
every chance of writing the 
headlines at Ascot. With the likes 
of Churchill in the QEII, 
Caravaggio in the Sprint division, 
Rhododendron among the leading 
players in the Fillies & Mares 
event and Winter and Highland 
Reel in the Champion Stakes 
itself, the Ballydoyle handler has 
untold riches with which to do 
battle. 

DE SOUSA BACK ON TOP 

Silvestre de Sousa had to 
concede his champion jockey 
crown to Jim Crowley last year, 
but another five months or so of 
hard work has seen him regain 
his title and he will receive his 
prize at Ascot on Saturday. Aidan 
O’Brien has obviously swept all 
before him this term so it is no 
surprise to see him be named the 
leading trainer, while David Egan 
and Kieran Shoemark have 
enjoyed a ding-dong battle for the 
apprentice title. 

STARS ON SHOW 

Minella Rocco has been 
pencilled in for Thursday’s Irish 
Daily Star Chase, the feature 
event of Punchestown’s two-day 
season opener. Jonjo O’Neill’s 
charge found only Sizing John too 
good in the Cheltenham Gold Cup 
in March and this three-mile-one- 
furlong heat has been identified 
as an ideal starting point this 
term. Festival hero War Of 
Attrition was a three-time winner 
of the race while Don Cossack is 
another Cheltenham hero to have 
tasted victory in the Grade Three 
event. 

IN FOR THE KILL 

Sunday’s Group Three 
Killavullan Stakes at 
Leopardstown marks the 
penultimate Flat action of the 
season at the Dublin track and 
the seven-furlong heat has a very 
rich history. Aidan O’Brien has 
won the race a record 10 times, 
most notably with 
Footstepsinthesand (2004). The 
Ballydoyle handler is sure to have 
another contender or two this 
time around with the Listed Trigo 
Stakes providing admirable 
support. 

FIXTURES (FLAT in capitals) 

Monday: MUSSELBURGH, WINDSOR, YAR¬ 
MOUTH 

Tuesday: Hereford, Huntingdon, KEMPTON, 
LEICESTER 

Wednesday: BATH, KEMPTON, NOTTINGHAM, 
Wetherby 

Thursday: BRIGHTON, Carlisle, NEWCASTLE, 
Uttoxeter 

Friday: Fakenham, HAYDOCK, NEWCASTLE, 
REDCAR, Wincanton 

Saturday: ASCOT (ITV), CATTERICK, Ffos Las, 
Market Rasen, Stratford, WOLVERHAMPTON 
Sunday: Kempton, SOUTHWELL 


NON LEAGUE 




Flood's amazing recovery 


CHRIS Flood was involved in one of non- 
League football’s most extraordinary 
fightbacks on Tuesday. 

The former Eastleigh, Winchester City 
and Basingstoke marksman played a key 
role in Slough Town’s jaw-dropping 
salvage operation as the Rebels clawed 
back from 4-0 down to win 5-4 at Merthyr 
Town in the Evo-Stik South Premier. 

When Slough trailed 4-0 after just 20 
minutes, there was gallows humor among 
their travelling contingent as they sang 
‘we’re going to win 5-4.’ 


But, incredibly, that’s exactly what 
happened. 

Come the 89th minute it was all square 
with Nathan Smart, Flood, Warren Harris 
and James Dobson hauling the Rebels 
back from the brink to 4-4. 

Under the circumstances, a point would 
have been a remarkable achievement. 

But it got better still in the third minute 
of stoppage time when Dobson’s 
deflected drive found its way through for 
an astounding last-gasp winner. 

It lifted the Rebels to within a point of 


league leaders Kettering Town who were 
held 0-0 at Biggleswade. 

A jubilant Flood tweeted: “Unbelievable 
character from the lads! 4-0 down at half 
time to win 5-4 and I called it!!! NEVER 
GIVE UP @sloughtownfc#10 

Rebels co-boss Neil Baker - who once 
managed Fleet Spurs in Sydenhams 
Wessex 1 - posted: “Incredible scenes! 4 
nil down half time win 5-4! Won’t even talk 
about first half! 

“Unreal character from our lads! Not 
witnessed that before.” 


Ex-Saint Sam is back 
at 'Stoke with a bang 



Sam Argent aims to get a shot in on his Basingstoke return. 



SAM Argent could not have asked 
for a better way to announce his 
return to his hometown club Bas¬ 
ingstoke Town. 

The ex-Saints trainee scored 
twice in Stoke’s 3-1 win over 
Banbury United last weekend - 
Town’s fifth consecutive home 
league victory in the Evo-Stik 
South Premier. 

Finding the back of the net has 
become a happy habit for Argent, 
an ex-youth and reserve team¬ 
mate of Alex Oxlade-Chamber- 
lain at Southampton. 

At the time of leaving St Mary’s 
in 2011, he was plying his trade as 
a right-back. But he had played 
up top when he first joined them 
as an under-11 and, since return¬ 
ing to frontline duties, he hasn’t 
stopped scoring. 

Argent netted over 150 times for 
Hartley Wintney over three sea¬ 
sons and was a key figure in their 
rise to the Evo-Stik South East. 

He had already scored eight 
goals at the higher level for Hart¬ 
ley this season, as well as sink¬ 
ing the winning penalty which 
knocked his new club Basing¬ 
stoke out of the FA Cup. 

The 25-year-old joins a Bas¬ 
ingstoke strike force that has 
already established itself as one 
of the most potent in the South¬ 
ern League top-flight, with Sam 
Smart, recent signing Callum 
Bunting and ex-Eastleigh striker 
Ben Wright all on top of their 
game. 

Against Banbury, Argent took 
just five minutes to register his 
first goal back at the Camrose. 
Then, having grazed the top of 
the crossbar in the first minute of 
time added on, he finished with a 
flourish after being played in by 


Smart. 

“I was really pleased with Sam, 
his workrate is second to none 
and he is a great addition to this 
club,” said Basingstoke boss Ter¬ 
ry Brown. 

“The opportunity to bring Sam 
home to Basingstoke was cer¬ 
tainly one I didn’t want our club 
to miss. 

“Sam will, in my opinion, be a 
massive signing who will grace 
this club for many a year. 

“He has re-joined his hometown 
club not for money, but to be part 


of a special time as we become a 
new community club. 

“We now have a squad of 16 
outfield players and two keepers. 
This makes for an exciting team 
that will look to score goals and 
entertain everyone who comes 
down to the Camrose.” 

Argent was a pro for three years 
at Southampton and trained un¬ 
der Alan Pardew and Nigel Ad¬ 
kins during his spell on the south 
coast. 

He had scored goals galore at 
schools level and was playing for 


a local team, Sherborne, when he 
was talent-spotted by Saints as a 
nine-year-old. 

Breaking the news of Argent’s 
departure on Twitter, Hartley 
Wintney wrote: “We can confirm 
that @SamArgent2 has decided to 
sign a contract with neighbours 
@Basingstoke_FC. The club wish¬ 
es Sam the very best of luck. 

“Sam, who has been our top 
scorer every year since his arriv¬ 
al at the club, will go down in his¬ 
tory as one of our greatest ever 
players.” 


Got a story for us? Email words/pix to echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 
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Blues boss fumes after home loss 



Fawzi Saadi, right. 


REIGNING Sydenhams Premier 
champions Portland have 
already lost as many games this 
campaign as they did in the 
whole of last season. 

They stumbled to their fifth 
league defeat, 5-3, at home to 
Poppies on Tuesday, having gone 
2-1 up at half-time. 

The Islanders conceded at the 
start of each half. And while 


Sanchez Baker and Alex Godrey 
managed to undo the damage 
done by Eder Batista’s quickfire 
opener, Bournemouth levelled 
through Sam Makhloufi at the 
start of the second period and, 
just five minutes later, the same 
player struck again. 

Player-coach Fawzi Saadi also 
buried a brace for Poppies either 
side Alex Halloran’s reply. 


Losing boss Simon Browne 
fumed: “I’ve said time and time 
again until I’m blue in the face 
about starting games brightly. 
There wasn’t even a minute on 
the clock and we’ve conceded. 
Then at half-time I said ‘don’t 
concede early’ and give them a 
way back in the game, but what 
did we do? Exactly that. It’s so 
frustrating.” 


'Complete' Liam 
signs on for City 



Liam Gilbert in action for Andover Town. 



WINCHESTER City have landed 
themselves a “complete midfielder” 
in new signing Liam Gilbert. 

That’s the view of Citizens’ boss 
Craig Davis who believes Gilbert 
will bring all the right attributes to 
his Evo-Stik South West side. 

A former AFC Totton engine room 
worker, Gilbert has returned to the 
Southern League after 18 months in 
the Sydenhams Premier with Ando¬ 
ver Town. 

He was Andover’s club captain, a 
nod to his leadership credentials, 
and is renowned for his battling 
qualities. 

Gilbert had a short spell with 
Winchester after leaving Totton in 
the summer of 2015. 

He also played a few games for 
Fleet Town during Davis’s time as 
manager and is well acquainted 
with the City boss. 

“Liam’s a player I know well,” said 
Davis. “He had a brief spell with me 
at Fleet and a few of my mates are 
good mates with him. 

“I’ve played against him too and 
he’s got everything we need. He’s 
good on the ball, competitive, physi¬ 
cally aggressive and he’s an organ¬ 
iser and he talks. 

“He’s been playing Wessex foot¬ 
ball because of his job. He works in 
Oxford and it was difficult for him 
getting to certain places. 

“But he misses the cut and thrust 
of the higher level and he’s got his 
mojo back. He’ll be a big part of 
what we’re trying to do.” 

Gilbert left Andover in good stead 
as the only unbeaten side in the 
Wessex top flight. 

He tweeted: “Thank you to everyl 
@Andovertownfc for an enjoyable 
18 months. I hope you finish the job 
we started. Excited for a new chal¬ 
lenge @wincityfc.” 

Gilbert’s signing helped soothe 
the pain of City’s 3-1 FA Trophy exit 
at Kidlington. 

Neither team got going until the 
second half and, after City’s Pat Cox 
had been denied by a top-drawer 
save, it was Lewis Coyle - scorer in 


Kidlington’s 1-0 August league win 
over Winchester - who broke the 
deadlock. 

Defender Josh Harfield levelled, 
but goals from Lance Williams and 
Darius Browne - straddling a red 
card for City’s Adam Tomasso - 
sealed Winchester’s fate. 

“From the very first minute we 
didn’t have that bit of zip about us 
that we have had so far this year,” 


Davis reflected. 

“We created the best chance of 
the day with a great move, but their 
’keeper made a miraculous save 
from Coxy. “We then lost Oli Bailey 
to injury and fairly quickly they 
went up the other end and scored a 
well-worked goal. 

“We deserved our equaliser when 
Josh bundled over the line after 
good work from Rob Carr, but a mo¬ 


mentary lapse allowed them to go 
2-1 up. 

“We gave it a good go, but lost 
Adam Tomasso to a sending-off and 
they got a third as we had to throw 
men forward.” 

With Salisbury also exiting the 
Trophy, City’s league game against 
the Whites has been switched from 
Tuesday, October 24 to Friday, Octo¬ 
ber 27 (7.45pm). 


Big Sam for 
Scotland? 

SCOTLAND fans may recoil at 
the thought of Englishman Sam 
Allardyce managing the national 
team - but his heritage might 
make them feel better about it. 

The 62-year-old’s surname, and 
more than 40 variants of it, has its 
roots in the old Barony of 
Allardice from Kincardineshire, 
on the north-east coast of 
Scotland. 

The Allardice clan’s ancestral 
home is Allardice Castle near 
Inverbervie, built in the 17th 
century. 

Allardyce wrote in his 
autobiography that both his 
parents were from Scotland, with 
his father being born in Aberlour, 
and there is certainly a lot of 
history attached to the name. 

A progenitor of the Allardice 
name is said to have slain a wild 
boar which attacked the Earl of 
Huntington in 1198 as he returned 
to shore from the Third Crusade, 
having been shipwrecked nearby. 

The earl’s brother, King William 
the Lion, is said to have 
confirmed the local lands of 
Alrethes to the man as a reward 
for saving his sibling, giving birth 
to the name. The heroic act is 
also said to have earned the 
Allardice clan its motto: ‘In 
Defence of the Distressed’. 

“Having never met the man 
personally, it appears that he 



Sam Allardyce 


does live up to the family motto,” 
Jim Allerdice, the president of the 
Allardice Family Association, 
said. 

“It seems that he has taken 
distressed football teams and 
made them whole again time and 
time again.” 

‘Big Sam’, as he is known, cuts 
an imposing figure on the 
touchline but it is doubtful he has 
ever wrestled a bull, carried a 
sack of flour in his teeth or 
uprooted a tree with his bare 
hands. 

They are all feats associated 
with another of his forebears, 
Captain Robert Barclay Allardice, 
who was inducted to the Scottish 
Sports Hall of Fame in 2002 for 
his prodigious walking 
achievements. 

Most famously, Captain Barclay, 
nicknamed ‘The Celebrated 
Pedestrian’, walked 1,000 miles in 
1,000 consecutive hours in 1809 
at Newmarket. 

He was required to walk a mile 
an hour, every hour, for 42 days 
and nights. 

He never wore the clothing of an 
athlete, with historian JK Gillon 
recording that he preferred “a top 
hat, cravat, warm woollen suit, 
lambswool socks and thick-soled 
shoes”. 
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Everton trip 
only shown 
in India 


Shadow sports minister 
Dr Rosena Allin- 
Khan has accused the 
Premier League of 
forgetting away fans 
after Everton’s visit to 
Brighton was moved this 
weekend from Saturday 
to Sunday. 

The game at the Amex 
kicks off in a broadcast 
slot at 1.30pm but is only 
available to Star Sport 
viewers in India, where 
the match starts at 6pm. 

This is ideal for 
football fans on the sub¬ 
continent but less so for 
Everton fans, who are 
faced with a six-hour 
drive from Liverpool and 
a 547-mile round trip. 

And the earliest train 
that day - a journey 
that takes nearly six 
hours and requires five 
changes - will not get 
fans to the game in time 
to see the early action. 

Dr Allin-Khan said: 
“Everton fans travelling 
on the first train would 
miss the kick-off and 
it’ll set them back over 
£100 for a return ticket. 

“As broadcast revenues 
increase along with 



Rosena Allin-Khan 


the popularity of our 
leagues, the Premier 
League shouldn’t forget 
the fans who travel 
across the country, week 
in week out. 

“Fans are being priced 
out of football. TV 
money has been good for 
the game but the system 
needs to be fairer for 
fans. Football should be 
accessible to everyone, 
from Sunday league to 
Premier League.” 

Moving games for 
television has been a 
contentious subject for 
years but the huge sums 
paid for broadcasters 
now, and the enormous 
popularity of the 
Premier League abroad, 
has sharpened the 
debate. 

In recent weeks, 
fans of Arsenal and 
Liverpool have reacted 
angrily to the very real 
possibility their game 
on Saturday, December 
23, will be moved to 
Christmas Eve. 


NON LEAGUE 



Priory make most of Vase reprieve 



CHRISTCHURCH have made the 
most of their FA Vase reprieve. 

The Sydenhams One outfit beat 
Westbury United 1-0 in Wednes¬ 
day’s re-staged second qualify¬ 
ing round tie thanks to Kieran 
Douglas’s 62nd-minute header 
from Matty Neale’s corner. 

Despite suffering a 5-2 extra¬ 
time defeat at Westbury’s Mead¬ 
ow Lane ground when the teams 
initially met on Saturday, Sep¬ 
tember 23, Christchurch lived to 
fight another day because the op¬ 
position fielded a fourth substi¬ 
tute against competition rules. 


Ollie Cherrett’s men were 
handed another chance to pro¬ 
gress, this time on home soil, 
against the Western League Divi¬ 
sion One table-toppers and their 
Hum Bridge triumph earns 
them a home tie against Wessex 
One rivals US Portsmouth next 
Saturday (October 21). 

Christchurch will bank £725 
for their second qualifying 
round success and there is £825 
to play for in the next round. 

FA Vase first round ties (to be 
played Saturday, October 21): 


AFC Portchester v Cullompton 
Rangers, Baffins Milton Rov¬ 
ers v Radstock Town, Bashley v 
Bridgwater Town, Brockenhurst 
v Crediton United, Christch¬ 
urch v US Portsmouth, Fareham 
Town v Ivybridge Town, Farn- 
ham Town v Lymington Town, 
Frimley Green v Blackfield & 
Langley, Hengrove Athletic v Al¬ 
ton, High worth Town v Sholing, 
Newport Isle of Wight v Bovey 
Tracey, Portland United v Horn- 
dean, Romsey Town v Hamble 
Club, Wellington AFC v Down- 
ton. 


Apologetic Eastleigh 
aim to make amends 



Action from a league game at The Silverlake Stadium this season. 



APOLOGETIC Eastleigh have 
moved to make amends for the 
controversial late postponement 
of their home game against Ches¬ 
ter on September 30. 

The Spitfires will be reimburs¬ 
ing The Blues and their fans 
for the costs incurred for their 
wasted trip down south and, as 
a gesture of goodwill, they will 
let Chester supporters in free of 
charge for the rearranged match 
on Tuesday, October 31 (7.45pm). 

Eastleigh came in for some 
stern criticism in non-League cir¬ 
cles when the original fixture was 
postponed by the match referee 
early on that ill-fated Saturday 
afternoon. 

The official expressed player 
safety concerns about one small, 
boggy area of the pitch in the bot¬ 
tom corner between the green 
and blue stands. 

Chester were told 15 miles away 
from their destination at 12.30pm 
that the game would not be going 
ahead owing to ‘sub-soil drainage 
issues’ in that one problem cor¬ 
ner of an otherwise pristine Sil¬ 
verlake surface. 

It prompted an angry reaction 
from Blues fans and the club alike 
with Chester boss Marcus Bignot 
stating at the time: “I think some¬ 
times the game forgets about its 
supporters.” 

An Eastleigh FC statement re¬ 
leased earlier this week said: “Fol¬ 
lowing the well documented and 
untimely postponement of our 
National League fixture against 
Chester, we can confirm that nu¬ 
merous conversations have taken 


place with National League rep¬ 
resentatives, the FA, and Chester 
Football Club. 

“As a result, we have agreed to 
reimburse Chester for the costs 
they incurred in relation to both 
the team and supporters’ travel. 
We have also agreed on an addi¬ 
tional sum aimed at covering the 
costs incurred by Chester fans 
travelling independently. 

“Chester have asked that any 
claim for reimbursement of bona 
fide travelling costs is directed to 
them. 


“We have received half a dozen 
emails in relation to this matter 
from visiting fans and have redi¬ 
rected these accordingly. 

“As a further gesture of good¬ 
will, we will provide free entry 
for all Chester fans for the rear¬ 
ranged fixture. 

“Having carried out extensive 
repair works to our pitch this 
summer, no one is more disap¬ 
pointed at this situation than our¬ 
selves. 

“As a club that is fully com¬ 
mitted to providing affordable 


football to the local community, 
we feel it is only right and fair to 
reimburse the travelling fans as 
we understand only too well how 
expensive following the modern 
game has become. 

“Agreed protocol has been put 
in place with both the National 
League and the FA going forward, 
and we sincerely hope this is a sit¬ 
uation which will not arise again 
in the future. 

“Our apologies go to both sets of 
supporters who were hoping to at¬ 
tend the original fixture.” 


Got a story for us? Email echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 
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Who could replace Gordon 
Strachan as Scotland boss? 


Louis 'gutted' 
at Trophy exit 


Stags should 
have won in 
Somerset 


Wendy 

Gee 



AFC TOTTON manager Louis 
Langdown professed himself “ab¬ 
solutely gutted” to have exited the 
FA Trophy at the hands of Taunton 
Town. 

It was a case of so near and yet so 
far for the Stags who, having held 
the Peacocks 1-1 in Somerset on 
Saturday, lost the replay 2-1 after 
extra time. 

Taunton, the Evo-Stik South West 
leaders, went in 1-0 up at the break 
on Tuesday through Pierce Mitch¬ 
ell, but the Stags levelled with a 
sumptuous half-volley from Charlie 
Gunson. 

Totton were finally beaten on the 
brink of half-time in extra-time 
when a header rebounded off the 
post and fell conveniently for Ross 
Staley to rifle home. 

“The most disappointing thing 
for me is that we didn’t win the 
game in the last ten minutes down 
at Taunton,” said Langdown. 

“We also had them on the run 
for the last 25 minutes (of normal 
time) in the replay and could have 
won it then. 

“Fair play to Taunton, though. 
They are big and physical and they 
know exactly what they are doing. 

“It’s just a bit of bad luck that 
they got the winner the way they 
did. 

“Their big No9 got his head to 
the ball, it’s hit the post and come 
out to the one person in the penal¬ 
ty box that we didn’t want it to go 
to. There were four Totton players 
around, but it’s gone to Ross Staley. 
That’s how it goes sometimes,” he 
shrugged. 

“But there were good things to 
come out of it. To take the top-of- 
the-league side to a replay and ex¬ 
tra-time is not too bad.” 

Meanwhile, Totton have been 
boosted by the return of striker 
Tony Lee on a short-term loan from 
Poole Town. 

The former Eastleigh frontman 
originally joined the Stags during 
the summer but, just over a month 
later, he grabbed the opportunity to 
play two leagues higher with Tom 



Charlie Gunson. Pic by Keith Fuller. Ex-Saints midfielder Pele (below). 



Killick’s Poole. 

However, his opportunities have 
been restricted with the Dolphins 
and he is back at Totton hoping to 
get some minutes under his belt in 


the Evo-Stik South West. 

It means a mini Spitfires reunion 
for Southampton-based Lee who 
links up with former Eastleigh 
young guns Jack Smith and Jack 
Masterton at the Total Branding 
Community Stadium. 

Langdown said: “Tony’s young 
and he needs game time. We tried to 
tell him that when he left for Poole, 
but it fell on deaf ears! 

“He scored one or two for Poole in 
pre-season, but he’s not really had 
many minutes there. 

“He trained with us pre-season 
too and we haven’t changed drasti¬ 
cally since, so he already knows our 
lads. 

“It helps (having another striker 
on board). We’ve had a right old 
go lately and been close in games 
against better opposition, but we’ve 
just fallen short.” 

Totton have also signed 39-year- 
old ex-Saint Pedro Monteiro (Pele) 
on Southern League forms. Mon¬ 
teiro, who already coaches at the 
club, will be a back-up player. 

“He’ll be with us every now and 
then when we need an extra body,” 
said Langdown. “It’ll be good for 
the youngsters to have him around. 
The kids really look up to him.” 


Scotland are searching 
for a new manager after 
Gordon Strachan left his 
position on Thursday. 

Strachan’s four-year 
reign in charge of the 
national team came to an 
end in the wake of their 
failure to qualify for the 
2018 World Cup. 

Here, the Sports Pink 
looks at six possible 
candidates to replace 
him: 

DAVID MOYES 

The former Everton 
and Manchester United 
boss is still highly 
thought of in his 
homeland, despite a 
downturn in fortunes 
since his ill-fated Old 
Trafford stint. He 
was sacked by Real 
Sociedad after just 12 
months in Spain and 
only lasted a season 
at Sunderland before 
resigning after the Black 
Cats’ relegation from 
the Premier League. His 
track record of making 
the most of resources at 
Goodison Park, however, 
may yet hold sway 
with Scottish Football 
Association chiefs. 

ALEX McLEISH 

The former Scotland 
boss is another popular 
candidate with the 
bookmakers to return to 
the Hampden hot seat. 
His first stint with the 
national team saw him 
take charge of just 10 
games, but it produced 
seven wins, including 
the James McFadden- 
inspired triumph 
over France in Paris 
in 2007. The former 
Rangers boss went on 
to win the League Cup 
with Birmingham, but 
subsequent spells in 
charge at Aston Villa, 
Nottingham Forest and 
Belgian outfit Genk 
have not been quite so 
fruitful. 

MICHAEL O'NEILL 

Has performed 
wonders in charge of 
his native Northern 
Ireland, leading them to 
the last 16 at Euro 2016 
and now to the play-offs 
for a place in Russia. 
Despite having a limited 
talent pool to work with, 
his team comfortably 
beat both the Czech 
Republic and Norway 
to finish as runners-up 
to Germany in their 
qualifying group. The 
former Dundee United 
and Hibernian winger 
still lives in Edinburgh, 
so his familiarity with 
the Scottish football 
landscape should make 
any potential switch a 


smooth one. But any 
move would surely 
depend on his current 
side coming up short in 
next month’s play-offs. 

PAUL LAMBERT 

As a former Scotland 
skipper, Lambert would 
be unlikely to turn 
down the opportunity to 
manage his country if 
it was presented to him. 
He was a hot ticket in 
England after successful 
spells in charge at 
Wycombe, Colchester 
and Norwich, but his 
move to cash-strapped 
Aston Villa in the 
summer of 2012 proved 
to be the most testing 
period of his managerial 
career and he lasted 
just three seasons 
before being sacked in 
February 2015 with his 
side third bottom of the 
table. Short spells with 
Blackburn and Wolves 
have failed to reignite his 
fortunes. 

DEREK MdNNES 

The Aberdeen boss has 
been hailed for waking 
the sleeping Pittodrie 
giant since taking over 
four-and-a-half years 



David Moyes 


ago. His 2014 League Cup 
triumph ended the Dons’ 
19-year wait for a trophy 
and, despite working 
with a budget which is a 
fraction of that available 
to Celtic, his team have 
consistently been a thorn 
in the side of the Hoops 
in recent seasons. His 
track record speaks for 
itself. 

MALKY MACKAY 

The former Watford, 
Cardiff and Wigan 
manager is already on 
the SFA payroll, having 
been appointed to the 
Hampden performance 
director post last 
December, so could take 
up the reins quickly. 

He landed his current 
post despite a hugely 
controversial exit from 
Cardiff, but his record 
with the Welsh outfit, 
who he led to promotion 
to the Premier League 
in 2013, is proof of his 
managerial capabilities. 
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Jake Howells 



Ayo Obileye 



Reda Johnson 



Ryan Huddart 


What became of 


Simon 

Carter 



IT was, by any stretch of the im¬ 
agination, a spectacular rebuilding 
programme. 

In the summer of 2016, Eastleigh 
boss Chris Todd signed a staggering 
THIRTEEN new players for what he 
hoped would be a National League 
promotion challenge. 

Sadly for him, it didn’t turn out 
that way - he was sacked after just 
four league games, becoming the 
first manager in the top five tiers 
of English football to lose his job in 
2016/17. 

Just over a year on, and hardly 
any of the 13 players he brought to 
the Silverlake Stadium are still at 
the club either. 

In fact, just three are - Ayo Obil¬ 
eye, Reda Johnson and Ryan Cress- 
well. 

And Cresswell has not played 
since the end of last October due to 
injury! 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
what has happened to Todd’s sign¬ 
ings, listed in the order in which 
they emerged through the Silver- 
lake entrance door. 

David Pipe 

Signed from Forest Green Rov¬ 
ers, the defender only played nine 
league games for the Spitfires be¬ 
fore Martin Allen allowed him to re¬ 
turn to his native Wales in January 
to sign for Newport. Has been a reg¬ 
ular in League 2 this season as the 
Welsh club, who only just avoided 
relegation last season, have shown 
vastly improved form. 

Jake Howells 

Signed from Luton Town, How¬ 
ells made just 14 National League 
appearances for Eastleigh before 
Martin Allen allowed him to join 
Dagenham & Redbridge in January. 
After three outings for the Daggers, 
he was loaned out to Ebbsfleet. Has 
played nine times in the National 
League for Dagenham this season. 

Connor Essam 

Signed from Leyton Orient, Es¬ 
sam was loaned out to Woking in 
September 2016 before returning 
to the Silverlake Stadium. It was 
only a brief return, though, as (un¬ 
surprisingly) Martin Allen allowed 
him to rejoin former club Dover in 
the January window on loan. The 
move was subsequently made per¬ 
manent and Essam has been an ever 
present in the Kent club’s impres¬ 
sive early-season form 

Ayo Obileye 

Signed from Charlton Athletic, 
Obileye - like Essem - was loaned 
out within weeks of arriving at the 
Silverlake. He spent a short period 
at Woking before returning to East¬ 
leigh, whereupon Martin Allen’s 
arrival as the club’s third manager 
of the season he was placed on the 
transfer list. Despite that, he re¬ 
mains at Eastleigh and has figured 
in 10 of the 15 league games so far. 
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Reda Johnson 

The towering centre half was 
signed from Coventry City, but in¬ 
juries have restricted him to just 27 
league appearances for Eastleigh so 
far. Scored on his first two league 
appearances for the club - after Todd 
had been sacked - but missed all of 
January through injury and didn’t 
play again after mid-March. Has 
made six appearances this term, 


but has not featured since scoring 
against Fylde on September 16. 

Adam Dugdale 

Signed from Morecambe, the de¬ 
fender made 20 appearances for 
Eastleigh prior to being released. 
He joined Southport in the sum¬ 
mer but was sent off on his third 
Conference North outing for them, 
a 6-0 loss at Stockport County, on 


September 5 and has not appeared 
since. 

Scott Wilson 

Signed from Weston-super-Mare, 
the striker was used mainly as a 
sub during his one season at the Sil¬ 
verlake. He started 10 league games 
in 2016/17 but came off the bench 
another 21 times. Twice scored 
away winners - at Boreham Wood 
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Todd's likely lads? 



Mikael 


Main pic 
Mandron celebrates a 
goal for Eastleigh. 
Right - David Pipe 
gets in a cross for the 
Spitfires. 

Midfdle right - Ryan 
Bird in action for 
Eastleigh. 


(Martin Allen’s only league suc¬ 
cess in charge) and Chester - before 
being released. Is currently pros¬ 
pering at National League leaders 
Macclesfield, where he scored five 
goals in his first 11 appearances. 
Again, is showing a happy knack 
for a winner - getting the only goal 
at Solihull and Torquay and a brace 
in a 2-1 home success against Fylde. 
Was this week named the National 
League Player of the Month for Sep¬ 


tember. 

Mikael Mandron 

The striker was Eastleigh’s mar¬ 
quee signing in the summer of 2016, 
arriving on a free transfer from 
Sunderland where he had made 
three Premier League appearances 
off the bench. 

Mandron, after a slow start, even¬ 
tually showed his pedigree, netting 


nine goals in as many games from 
early November through to mid De¬ 
cember. 

By the time he was sold to Cham¬ 
pionship club Wigan Athletic in the 
January window, he had struck 15 
league and cup goals for the Spit¬ 
fires in 33 outings. 

Only made three league appear¬ 
ances for the Latics - including 
two as a sub - before he was on the 
move again in the summer, joining 


League 2 club Colchester. 

His goal in a 2-0 win against Mans¬ 
field last weekend was his third in 
14 appearances. 

Jason Taylor 

A veteran of over 300 Football 
League appearances, Taylor arrived 
at Eastleigh from Northampton. 

Started off as a regular but the 
last of his 23 outings was in Martin 
Allen’s first game - a 3-3 home FA 
Cup draw with FC Halifax in early 
December. 

The midfielder left Eastleigh ear¬ 
lier this month and made his AFC 
Fylde debut in a 2-1 loss at Sutton 
last weekend. 

Adam Dawson 

The winger was signed from Nu¬ 
neaton but made only 11 league 
appearances - five as a sub - before 
being allowed to rejoin one of his 
former clubs, Tranmere, in Novem¬ 
ber 2016. Has only made four league 
appearances for Rovers, though, 
and last month was sent on loan to 
Conference North club Darlington. 

Ryan Cresswell 

Signed from Northampton Town, 
Cresswell started 15 league games 
last season. The last was a 4-0 loss at 
Barrow at the end of October, where 
he was sent off for a foul. He has not 
played since due to injury, though 
has recently returned to training. 

Ryan Huddart 

The teenage goalkeeper was 
signed on loan by Todd from Arse¬ 
nal. He ended up playing five times 
for Eastleigh - under three different 
managers - and his last outing was 
a 4-3 loss at Southport in December 
where Hakeem Odofin and Joe Par¬ 
tington were both red-carded. 

Ryan Bird 

The striker was signed from Yeo¬ 
vil, but only made seven league 
starts for Eastleigh - and a fur¬ 
ther nine off the bench. His main 
achievement was scoring four goals 
in an FA Cup tie against North 
Leigh. Martin Allen allowed him 
to leave in January - Allen seems 
to have allowed everyone to leave 
in January! - and the one-time 
Pompey man returned to the Foot¬ 
ball League with Newport. Scored 
six goals - including two match-win¬ 
ners - as the Welsh club just avoided 
relegation to the National League. 
Bird moved on again this summer 
to Dover, where his six goals so far 
have helped the club into the top 
two. 

Richard Duffy 

In addition to the 13 signings 
Todd made in the frenzied summer 
of 2016, there was another one that 
got away. 

Former Pompey defender Richard 
Duffy agreed to join the Spitfires af¬ 
ter being released by Port Vale. 

It was a bit of a coup for East¬ 
leigh, to say the least, but a few 
weeks later the ex-Welsh inter¬ 
national told Todd he had made a 
mistake and wanted to join Notts 
County Has since been a regular for 
the Magpies, who this season have 
shot up into League 2 promotion 
contention. 



Connor Essam 



Adam Dugdale 



Adam Dawson 



Scott Wilson 
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How things 
have changed 

Scotland’s World Cup hopes came 
crashing down on Sunday night with 
their draw in Slovenia. 

The result means the Tartan Army 
have now missed out on five straight 
World Cups. 

Here, the Sports Pink takes at how 
things have changed since their last 
appearance at France 1998. 

Technology 

Back in the late ‘90s, if you wanted 
to call a friend while out and about, 
it would likely have meant a 
desperate search for a phone box. If 
you wanted to know the football 
scores or book a foreign holiday 
from your living room, Teletext was 
the answer. These days, all that and 
more is possible with the standard 
mobile phone. 

Europe 

When Scotland kicked off the 
World Cup against Brazil in the 
Stade de France, the country back 
home was still in the buoyant early 
days of Tony Blair’s premiership. 
Cool Britannia may have been the 
Labour chief’s favourite phrase at 
the time but under Blair, the UK 
firmly embraced its European 
relations. All that has changed since 
Brexit, however, and the divorce 
proceedings with the EU are now 
under way. 

Ronaldo is 
Portuguese 

The undoubted star of world 
football 19 years ago was Brazil 
striker Ronaldo - but now it’s his 
Portuguese namesake. The Brazilian 
version was named world player of 
the year three times and lifted the 
World Cup twice. Euro 2016 winner 
Cristiano Ronaldo has now taken 
over as the game’s most recognised 
face with four Ballon d’Ors and a 
hat-trick of Champions League 
triumphs with Real Madrid. 

A British Wimbledon 
champ 

The crowds turning out at SW19 in 
1998 once again saw their hopes of 
a first British men’s singles 
champion since 1936 dashed when 
Tim Henman crashed out in the 
semi-finals. But at least Scotland 
can claim some sporting success 
after seeing Andy Murray lift the title 
in 2014 - ending a 76-year drought - 
and then again two years later. 

Hibernian as Scottish 
Cup winners 

There was not a single Easter 
Road player in the Scotland squad 
that Craig Brown took with him to 
France and no wonder after the 
Leith side suffered relegation to the 
old First Division. Their hopes in the 
Scottish Cup were ended early after 
a home defeat to Raith Rovers. Yet 
cup agony was no surprise to fans of 
a club who had not lifted the oldest 
prize in Scottish football since 1902. 
Fast forward to 2016, though, and 
the Edinburgh men finally ended the 
hoodoo with a 3-2 win over Rangers 
at Hampden. 

A star is born in 
Kylian Mbappe 

The Paris St Germain frontman is 
one of the hottest properties in 
football but he had not even been 
born when the 1998 World Cup got 
under way. Born six months after the 
tournament, the 18-year-old looks 
set for a stellar career for both PSG 
and France. 
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Charlie shows 


Elliott 

Binks 


AS SAINTS prepare to host New¬ 
castle at St Mary’s this weekend, 
the Sports Pink looks back at some 
of the most memorable post-war 
clashes between the two clubs. 

Newcastle 5 Saints 0 

Division 2 

25th October 1947 

The 5-0 drubbing remains one 
of Saints’ heaviest defeats on 
Tynside. However, there was at 
least one positive to be salvaged 
from the trip. 

The visit afforded Saints man¬ 
ager Bill Dodgin the chance to 
meet with United’s reserves and, 
in particular, a certain Charlie 
Wayman. Dodgin brought the 
strike back to the Dell with him 
after promising the forward a 
“strawberries and cream life¬ 
style” and parting ways with a 
handsome sum of £10,000—a club 
record at the time. 

The fee prompted the Newcas¬ 
tle press to claim that the market 
had gone “completely haywire,” 
though Wayman’s subsequent re¬ 
cord of 73 goals in 100 games for 
the Saints—including 17 that very 
same season—might suggest oth¬ 
erwise. 

Saints 4 Newcastle 2 

Division 2 

13th March 1948 

Less than five months after mak¬ 
ing the move, Charlie Wayman 
seemed to be liking the “strawber¬ 
ries and cream lifestyle.” 

By early March, he had al¬ 
ready scored 10 goals in his first 
16 games in a Saints shirt. And 
when his former employers came 
to town, he registered his third 
double of the season. 

A half-volley and a header in 
either half, plus goals from Au- 
gie Scott and Wilf Grant, allowed 
Saints to exact at least a modicum 
of revenge for their 5-0 mauling. 

Saints 2 Newcastle 0 

Division 1 

3rd December 1966 

Saints’ first-ever top-flight meet¬ 
ing with Newcastle saw the home 
side run out 2-0 winners thanks to 
goals from Jimmy Melia and Ron 
Davies. 

Davies’ goal was one of 37 that 
he’d score in the league that sea¬ 
son, with another six arriving in 
cups. 

That total of 43 was enough to 
put the Welshman two clear of 
Geoff Hurst - fresh off the back 
of his World Cup final heroics - in 
the race to be the country’s lead¬ 
ing scorer. 



Charlie Wayman 


Wayman was worth 


Also of note was the way in 
which Davies’ 43 goals had ar¬ 
rived - his goal against Newcastle 
was one of a staggering 20 head¬ 
ers netted during a truly remark¬ 
able campaign. 

Newcastle 3 Saints 0 

Division 1 
19th August 1967 


Saints’ opening game of the 
1967/68 season saw them slip to 
a 3-0 defeat, courtesy of second- 
half goals from Jim Scott, Albert 
Bennett and Tommy Robson. 

The match’s conclusion had 
been so bad-tempered that one 
reporter felt that five players, in¬ 
cluding Saints’ Jimmy Gabriel, 
Terry Paine and Dave Webb, 
“might have been sent off” by the 


referee. 

Prior to that drama, Saints had 
also missed a golden opportunity 
to take a 1-0 lead. In the 36th min¬ 
ute, Ron Davies’ header had been 
punched off the line by Frank 
Clark, but Paine missed the re¬ 
sultant spot-kick. 

Saints 4 Newcastle 1 
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the Way to go! 



during 

Southampton 
v Newcastle 
United, Barclays 
Premier League 


Graziano Pelle celebrates 
the first of his two goals in 
the 4-0 rout of Newcastle in 
September 2014. 


League Cup (3rd Rd) 

25th September 1968 
On a windy, rainy evening, 
Saints recorded their one-and- 
only League Cup win over New¬ 
castle. 

A 19-year-old Mick Channon 
helped himself to a brace, with 
his second coming after beating 
two defenders before rounding 
the keeper to walk the ball home. 


An own goal from Ollie Burton 
and a Ron Davies header sealed 
Saints’ progression to the fourth 
round for the first time in eight 
years. 

The win represented Saints’ 
biggest win over Newcastle and, 
though they’d match that 4-1 
scoreline 18 years later, it would 
be 46 years before they beat their 
northeast opponents by a wider 


margin. 

Newcastle 0 Saints 0 

Inter Cities Fairs Cup (3rd rd, 

1st Leg) 

17th December 1969 

Saints’ maiden venture into 
European competition saw them 
beat Rosenborg and Vitoria Gui- 


maraes in the first two rounds, 
before the third-round draw saw 
them paired with a rather more 
familiar face. 

Newcastle had won the Inter 
Cities Fair Cup the previous sea¬ 
son and had beaten Portuguese gi¬ 
ants Porto in the last round. They 
were also looking to win their 
tenth straight European home 
tie, but Ted Bates’ men put paid to 
those hopes. 

The second leg saw the two sides 
draw once more, but the 1-1 score¬ 
line meantNewcastle progressed 
on the away goals rule. 

Saints S Newcastle 0 

FA Cup (3rd Rd) 

3rd January 1970 

Remarkably, this was already 
their third meeting with Magpies 
of the 1969/70 campaign. The two 
had already faced off in Division 
One and European action, with 
the latter of those matches hav¬ 
ing taken place just 17 days previ¬ 
ously. 

That familiarity may have con¬ 
tributed to a crowd of just 19,010 
turning out to see Mick Chan- 
non’s opener, which was followed 
up by a brace from Frank Saul. 

The result proved to be Saints’ 
only win over Newcastle that sea¬ 
son in five attempts across three 
competitions. 

Newcastle 3 Saints 0 

Texaco Cup (Final, 2nd leg) 

11th December 1974 

The 1974/75 season saw Saints 
progress to the final of the Texaco 
Cup—the corporately-sponsored 
tournament for teams from Eng¬ 
land, Scotland and Ireland who 
weren’t participating in Europe¬ 
an competition. 

After a 1-0 win in the first leg at 
The Dell, Saints made the trek up 
to Tyneside where Newcastle lev¬ 
elled the scores on aggregate. 

That took the tie into extra time 
and while Saints had played the 
better football for most of the tie, 
a red card for Jim Steele in the 
99th minute allowed Newcastle to 
turn the screw. 

Further goals from John Tudor 
and Paul Cannell saw Newcastle 
take the trophy home. 

Saints 4 Newcastle 1 

Division 1 

4th October 1986 

Matching the score from their 
win in ’68, Saints again stormed 
to a 4-lsuccess during a season 
that saw them finish as the top¬ 
flight’s third-highest scoring side. 

After Andy Thomas had given 
Newcastle the lead on 13 minutes, 
Colin Clarke equalised just three 
minutes later, before another dou¬ 
ble in the second half saw him 
complete his second hat-trick of 
the season. 

Mark Dennis scored the fourth. 

Continued on page 22 


Strachan's 
bizarre claim 

AN EXPERT has refuted Gordon 
Strachan’s claim that the 
Scottish national football team 
is “genetically behind” their 
competitors following their failure 
to qualify for the World Cup finals. 

Professor Blair H Smith from the 
University of Dundee said 
“genetically different” would be a 
“more accurate” term and 
questioned the veracity of the claim 
height was the key to success. 

“While there is a suggestion that 
genetically determined height in 
men is associated with social 
advantage the jury is still out on that 
one,” said Dr Smith. 

“In football - the subject under 
discussion - small height has not 
stopped some players being 
excellent, and may even have 
conferred an advantage.” 

Dr Smith - professor and clinical 
director in the division of Population 
Health Sciences - pointed to Archie 
Gemmill’s famous goal for Scotland 
against Holland at the 1978 World 
Cup in Argentina. 

Data has shown the Dutch to be 
the tallest nationality in the world, 
with men currently averaging 183cm, 
yet Gemmill measured just 165cm. 

“Undoubtedly, his short stature, 
with his low centre of gravity, 
enabled him to dodge between 
defenders more effectively than 
could a taller player,” Dr Smith said. 

“And Gordon Strachan (height 
168cm) scored a cracker against 
West Germany in the World Cup 



Gordon Strachan 


Finals in 1986.” 

There is a trend that countries in 
southern Europe, such as Spain, are 
slightly shorter on average than 
those further north. 

This does not seem to impact the 
nations in terms of football however, 
with the Spain starting line-up which 
won the 2010 World Cup final 
against Holland averaging 180cm - 
shorter than the average height of 
Strachan’s team (181cm) from 
Sunday night. 

Dr Smith, one of four principal 
investigators for genetic analysis 
resource Generation Scotland, said 
he thinks Strachan’s tongue was 
“firmly lodged in his cheek” when he 
made his comments. 

However, Dr Smith said Strachan 
did have something right when he 
claimed: “Genetically we have to 
work at things, maybe we get big 
women and men together and see 
what we can do.” 

“Height is a product of the genes 
we inherit from both parents,” said 
Dr Smith. 

“Therefore Strachan is correct in 
saying that a tall woman mating with 
a tall man is likely to produce tall 
children. 

“There is no other way to ‘work on 
the genetics’, and such social 
engineering is unlikely to be 
acceptable.” 
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Scotland's 
cups of woe 

SINCE appearing at France ‘98, 
Scotland have now failed to qualify 
for any of the last five World Cups. 

Sunday’s costly draw with Slovenia 
was just the latest in a long line of 
hard-luck stories endured by the 
Tartan Army. 

Here, the Sports Pink takes a look 
back at the Scots’ other World Cup 
let downs since their last 
appearance. 

2002 - Japan and South Korea 

Craig Brown called time on his 
Hampden reign after failing to reach 
the first World Cup to be staged in 
Asia. Although his side managed 
decent home-and-away draws with 
group winners Croatia as well a two 
wins apiece over whipping boys 
Latvia and San Marino, it was a 
costly 2-2 stalemate with Belgium in 
Glasgow that ultimately wrecked 
Scotland’s qualification hopes. Two 
goals up thanks to Billy Dodds’ first- 
half double, they then chucked away 
the win by letting the 10-man visitors 
hit back with strikes from Marc 
Wilmots and Daniel van Buyten after 
the break. The Scots finished the 
campaign in third, a point behind the 
Belgians who went on to beat the 
Czech Republic in the play-offs. 

2006 - Germany 

Berti Vogts was the man tasked 
with leading Scotland to the finals in 
his homeland but he was long gone 
by the time the action got under way. 



George Burley 


The former Germany boss was 
already under the cosh following a 
humiliating 6-0 drubbing by Holland 
in the Euro 2004 play-offs but a 
goalless draw with Slovenia in their 
group opener only increased the 
pressure. Defeat to Norway and a 

1- 1 draw with Moldova effectively 
killed off their hopes just three 
games in and Vogts resigned soon 
after, taking a swipe at the 
“disgraceful” abuse he suffered 
from his critics in the press as he 
went. Walter Smith took over for the 
remainder of the campaign but while 
he inspired his side to a decent draw 
at home to group winners Italy and a 

2- 0 win over Norway in Oslo, it was 
another missed opportunity for the 
Scots. 

2010 - South Africa 

Having enjoyed an upturn under 
Smith and his successor Alex 
McLeish, the Scottish FA turned to 
Saints boss George Burley after 
seeing both their previous bosses 
lured back to club football. But it 
was another ill-judged appointment 
that started to go wrong almost 
immediately. Burley got off to the 
worst possible start as his team lost 
their opener 1-0 away to Macedonia. 
A 3-0 scudding from Holland three 
games later was not unexpected but 
the 4-0 defeat to Norway in Oslo was 
a shock that Burley barely survived. 

Continued on facing page 
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Saints v Toon - a stroll 



Leandre Griffit scores against Newcastle in May 2003. 

Main picture - Morgan Schneiderlin scores in the 4-0 rout of the 
Toon Army in September 2014. 


From page 21 

The game also saw England de¬ 
fender Mark Wright make his re¬ 
turn to first-team action, having 
broken his leg some six months 
earlier in the FA Cup semi final 
loss to Liverpool at White Hart 
Lane. 

Newcastle 3 Saints 3 

Division 1 
17th December 1988 
A six-goal thriller saw Chris 
Nicholl’s men come from 1-0 down 
to lead 3-1, before the hosts then 
mounted a comeback of their 
own. 

Kevin Brock put Newcastle 
ahead after just eight minutes, be¬ 
fore two goals from Matt Le Tis- 
sier turned the game on its head 
by half-time. 

Rod Wallace xtended the lead 
in the 56th minute, before cur¬ 
rent Northern Ireland manager 
Michael O’Neill rescued the draw 
with a brace, the second of which 
arrived in the 88th minute. 

Saints 1 Newcastle 0 

Division 1 
1st April 1989 

Having initially kicked off 
1988/89 with three successive 
victories, things took a turn for 
the worse for Saints. From 19th 
November through to the end of 
March, the club went 17 games 
without a single win - a run that 
included that aforementioned 3-3 
draw at Newcastle. 

But Saints stopped the rot after 
the most dramatic of finales. 

With the score goalless after 
89 minutes, visiting goalkeeper 
Gary Kelly brought down Rod 
Wallace and Neil Ruddock, play¬ 
ing in just his sixth game in a 
Saints shirt, stepped up to score 
from 12 yards and halt his side’s 
horrible winless run. 

Saints 2 Newcastle 1 

Premier League 
24th October 1993 
Saints’ first-ever Premier 
League meeting with Newcastle 
is best remembered for two glori¬ 
ous Matt Le Tissier strikes. 

Le Tissier broke the deadlock 
in the 61st minute with a sumptu¬ 
ous individual effort. With a deft 
flick, he took Iain Dowie’s pass in 
his stride before deftly lifting the 
ball over Kevin Scott and calmly 
slotting into the bottom corner. 

But the best was yet to come. Af¬ 
ter Andrew Cole’s leveller, Le Tiss 
took a ball on his thigh before let¬ 
ting loose with a dipping 20-yard 
volley. 

Newcastle 1 Saints 2 

Premier League 
22nd January 1994 
Matt Le Tissier was at it once 
again just a couple of months 


down the line, this time at St. 
James’ Park when Saints com¬ 
pleted the double over Kevin 
Keegan’s Toon Army. 

A familiar script was acted out 
as Saints, in Alan Ball’s first game 
in charge, took the lead through 
Neil Maddison before Andrew 
Cole levelled. 

That set the scene perfectly for 
Le Tissier to step up, seven min¬ 


utes from full-time, and swerve a 
free-kick past Mike Hooper. 

Saints 3 Newcastle 1 

Premier League 
22nd March 1995 
Though it wasn’t quite as bad at 
the 17-game winless streak of six 
seasons earlier, between Decem¬ 
ber 1994 and March 1995, Saints 


embarked on a run of 12 league 
games without a win. 

So owith Newcastle heading 
into the final five minutes a goal 
to the good at The Dell, you could 
understand if fans were fearing 
the worst. 

However, a stunning turna¬ 
round saw Saints come good with 
three goals in the closing mo¬ 
ments. 
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down memory lane 


Scotland's 
World Cup 
agonies 

From facing page 

Another defeat to the Dutch in 
their final game put the final nail in 
the coffin and Burley was binned 
soon after following a dire 3-0 
friendly defeat by Wales. 



Neil Heaney kickstarted the 
revival on 86 minutes before Gor¬ 
don Watson prodded home from 
Jason Dodd’s cross in the 90th. 

Neil Shipperley sealed the deal 
in injury time, capitalising on 
Pavel Srnicek’s fumble. 

Saints 2 Newcastle 2 

Premier League 


18th January 1997 
Two years after that memorable 
comeback, Saints produced an¬ 
other spirited display 
The away side had taken a two- 
goal lead, courtesy of strikes from 
Les Ferdinand and Lee Clark. But 
in the 89th minute Neil Maddison 
gave Saints a glimmer of hope 
before - who els? -t Matt Le Tis- 
sier produced yet another gem at 


Newcastle’s expense. 

Latching onto a loose ball on 
the edge of the visitors’ area, Le 
Tissier unleashed a first-time 
screamer past a flying Shaka 
Hislop, staking his claim for yet 
another goal of the season con¬ 
tender. 

Saints 4 Newcastle 2 

Premier League 


15th August 1999 

Almost exactly a year after a 
4-0 thrashing at St. James’ Park, 
Saints went some way towards 
making amends. 

As he had done in the 4-0 rout, 
Alan Shearer again scored from 
the spot, this time after Claus 
Lundekvam’s foul on Kieran 
Dyer. But 1-0 down would even¬ 
tually be transformed into 4-1 up 
after second-half goals from Has- 
san Kachloul, Marian Pahars, an¬ 
other from Kachloul and a fourth 
from Mark Hughes. 

Substitute Stuart Ripley, 
brought on at the break for Matt 
Le Tissier, had helped to turn the 
game with a pair of assists follow¬ 
ing his introduction. 

Gary Speed netted a late conso¬ 
lation. 

Newcastle 5 Saints 0 

Premier League 

16th January 2000 

Saints were once again on the 
receiving end of a trouncing at 
St. James’ Park. 

Incredibly, Newcastle were two 
goals to the good inside three 
minutes, with both goals coming 
courtesy of Duncan Ferguson. 

Nolberto Solano and an own 
goal from Richard Dryden made 
the deficit four by half-time, be¬ 
fore Nikos Dabizas turned the 
knife as the game entered its clos¬ 
ing stages. 

Saints 1 Newcastle 1 

Premier League 

14th December 2002 

32,061 fans - a Saints home re¬ 
cord at time - were treated to 90 
minutes of pulsating football. 

Both sides could have taken the 
lead in the first half, but it wasn’t 
until the 50th minute that the 
deadlock was broken. Craig Bel¬ 
lamy put the visitors ahead, be¬ 
fore Chris Marsden latched onto 
Fabrice Fernandes’ low cross to 
equalise just a couple of minutes 
later. 

Despite having to settle for a 
share of the spoils, Saints’ boss 
Gordon Strachan described the 
match as “the most enjoyable 
game of his managerial career.” 

Saints 3 Newcastle 3 

Premier League 

12th May 2004 

In Saints’ final home game of 
the 2003/04 season, six goals were 
shared in a result that halted the 
latter’s Champions League ambi¬ 
tions. 

After James Beattie had can¬ 
celled out Shola Ameobi’s opener, 
Lee Bowyer put the visitors ahead 
- only for Titus Bramble’s own 
goal to send the teams in level at 
half-time. 

Continued on page 26 


2014 - Brazil 

Hampden chiefs believed Craig 
Levein would be the man to end 
Scotland’s stay in the international 
wilderness but the former Hearts 
and Dundee United boss could not 
get the job done either. The Tartan 
Army were already starting to grow 
restless under his command after he 
rolled out an ultra-cautious 4-6-0 
formation against an ordinary Czech 
Republic side during their failed 
Euro 2012 qualifying bid. 

And there was outright mutiny 
when Levein’s side got off to a 
nightmare start on their quest to 
reach Brazil. Two home draws 
against Serbia and Macedonia was 
bad enough but there was no way 
back after defeats away to Wales 
and Belgium. 

Gordon Strachan, another 
ex-Saints boss and a former 
Scotland regular in the 1980s, was 
called in to tidy up the mess but 
when he kicked-off his command 



Gordon Strachan 


with defeats to Wales and Serbia it 
meant Scotland were the first 
European team to be eliminated 
from the 2014 tournament. 

2018- Russia 

Strachan nearly walked away from 
the Hampden hot-seat after his side 
blew their chance of qualifying for 
the newly-expanded European 
Championships in 2016. 

Persuaded to stay on for the 
Russia 2018 campaign, he then led 
his team on a roller-coaster journey 
that ended up with yet another 
depressing twist. Hope looked lost 
after the Scots allowed Lithuania to 
claim a 1-1 draw at Hampden before 
back-to-back 3-0 defeats against 
Slovakia and England. 

But after snatching a late win over 
Slovenia in Glasgow, the Scots went 
on to draw with England - they were 
within seconds of winning before 
Harry Kane broke Scottish hearts - 
and then beat the Lithuanians, Malta 
and Slovakia as they fired 
themselves to within touching 
distance of the play-offs. 

All that was needed was a win 
away to Slovenia in their final game 
but yet again the Tartan Army were 
left with a blank summer as their 
team could only muster a 2-2 draw in 
Ljubljana. 
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Warner's ★★★★ 

Littlecote House Hotel 

coach holiday for £219 


Here’s the full details... 


Warner leisure Hotels 


On this learner's Pre-Christmas break you'll find fabulous live 
entertainment, music, laughter, dancing and a sprinkling of festive fun 
and games. So, why not join us for a brilliant 3 nights at learner's 
stunning Littlecote House hotel set in acres of Berkshire Countryside. 


Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from. 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

We can move your furniture and uplift 
& dispose of your old carpets 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

www.home-choose-carpets.com 


A 16th Century mansion with a story that spans literally thousands of years... In its various guises, it 
has played host to occupying Romans, a Tudor tryst and a Civil War army. In 1520, King Henry VIII 
was introduced to his third queen-to be Jane Seymour at Littlecote. An event marked by the wonderful 
stained-glass roundel of royal initials, lovers ’knot and Cupid’s head you ’ll see in the high window of 
the Great Hall. 


Day 1: Arrive Littlecote early afternoon where we stay for 3 nights with great 
entertainment each evening included. 

Day 2: Trip to the ‘City of Dreaming Spires’ Oxford. 

Day 3: Trip into the wonderful Cotswolds with stops in Cheltenham and one or two 
Cotswolds Villages. 

Day 4: A last hearty breakfast then we set off for home - arriving back late afternoon. 


Friday 3rd November £219 


Coach 
departs: 

Price includes: 4 nights hotel, dinner, bed & breakfast, coach travel and trips out. S. S. £20 


1 0151 652 2222 

Km***"""" or go online: www.gbtours.com 
Coach pick-ups: Waterlooville, Portsmouth, Fareham & Southampton. 
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Simply the Best 

Luxury For Less 


Expert advice from helpful staff 


Trade & 
Public 


Bathroom 

Showroom 





Consists of: 

• Basin and Pedestal 

• Mono Basin Mixer with 
Clicker Waste 

• WC Set 

with Soft Close Seat 

• 1 700 x 700mm Bath 

• Bath Filler with 
Clicker Waste 

• Bath Front Panel 

£199 

Complete 





Independent Plumbing Supplies 


Unit 17 & 18, Belgrave Ind. Est, Belgrave Road, 
Portswood, Southampton, SOI7 3EA 


FREE PARKING 

Tel: 02380 679900 

^ 'mm,'' ^ 

FREE DELIVERY 

All prices exclude VAT 
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Great Saints 

vToon 

games 

from page 23 

With Newcastle under pressure to 
win, the pace didn’t let up in the 
second period, but it was Saints who 
grabbed a third. Nine days before 
his 20th birthday, Leandre Griffit put 
them 3-2 up in the 88th minute. 

But his hopes of hitting the 
headlines were dashed by Darren 
Ambrose who levelled in injury time. 

Newcastle 2 Saints 1 

Premier League 

15th January 2005 

An afternoon to remember for Alan 
Shearer proved to be one to forget 
for his former club. 

Shearer bagged his 400th career 
goal—43 of which had been scored 
in a Saints shirt—with a ninth minute 
penalty following Calum Davenport’s 
tug on Shoal Ameobi. 

Titus Bramble scored at the right 
end this time to double the damage, 
before Peter Crouch pulled one 
back. 

Saints 4 Newcastle 0 

Premier League 

29th March 2014 

Never have Saints beaten 
Newcastle by a larger margin than 
this. 

With the 2014 World Cup just 
months away, England hopefuls 
Rickie Lambert, Adam Lallana and 
Jay Rodriguez were each on the 
scoresheet—Rodriguez netting twice 



Jack Cork celebrates his first 
ever league goal for Saints 
against Newcastle. 


to rack up his 14th and 15th league 
goals of the campaign. 

Lallana’s strike was the pick of the 
bunch, with his 25-yard strike 
helping him secure a place in Roy 
Hodgson’s England squad alongside 
clubmate Lambert. 

For Saints, the thumping win saw 
them leapfrog Alan Pardew’s 
Newcastle into eighth place where 
they’d ultimately remain for the rest 
of the season. 

Saints 4 Newcastle 0 

13th September 2014 

Premier League 

4-0 home wins over the Toon Army 
are like buses.... 

Though the scoreline was 
unchanged, the Saints squad had 
something of a new look. First-team 
regulars Luke Shaw, Adam Lallana 
and Rickie Lambert had left and 
been replaced by the likes of Ryan 
Bertrand, Dusan Tadic and Graziano 
Pelle. 

And it was, fittingly, that trio who 
combined for Saints’ first two goals, 
with both Bertrand and Tadic 
assisting Pelle for his brace. 

Jack Cork and Morgan 
Schneiderlin completed the rout, 
with the latter finding the net with a 
beautiful curling strike, to send 
Saints into the top four. 



Those with the 


Twenty-three teams have already 
sealed their passage to the 2018 
World Cup finals in Russia. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at 
those who have made it there so 
far and how they managed to do 
it. 

RUSSIA (Hosts) 

No permutations or play-offs to 
worry about for the hosts as they 
prepare to welcome the world to 
their backyard next summer. 

BRAZIL 

Five-time winners were the first 
to qualify, continuing their run 
of having been involved in every 
World Cup finals. 

IRAN 

A run of 12 successive clean 
sheets for Carlos Queiroz’s men 
was only ended after their quali¬ 
fication had already been con¬ 
firmed. 

JAPAN 

Delivered qualification by beat¬ 
ing Australia 2-0 when Leicester’s 
Shinji Okazaki, Borussia Dort¬ 
mund’s Shinji Kagawa and ex-AC 
Milan midfielder Keisuke Honda 
were all left out. But Saints de¬ 
fender Maya Yoshida remains 
a key man ahead of his second 
World Cup finals appearance. 

MEXICO 

Led the way in the CONCACAF 
preliminaries and could start 
planning for Russia with three 
games to spare. 

BELGIUM 

Roberto Martinez’s side were 
the first from Europe to guaran¬ 
tee top spot in their group and 
their golden generation - Lukaku, 
de Bruyne etc - will be fancied to 
do well next summer. 

SOUTH KOREA 

Heading for their ninth con¬ 
secutive World Cup and, of those 
who have already qualified, only 
Brazil, Germany, Argentina and 
Spain have made it to more in suc¬ 
cession. 

SAUDI ARABIA 

A superior goal difference of +7 
to Australia’s +5 meant the Sau¬ 
dis advanced and the Socceroos 
were left with two play-offs. 

GERMANY 

Reigning champions were the 
only country to go through quali¬ 
fying with a 100 per cent record 
and their goal difference from 10 
qualifiers was +39. Spain dropped 
just two points in their group 
games and Portugal and Switzer¬ 
land just three (to each other). 



Lionel Messi celebrates 
scoring one of his hat- 
trick goals as Argentina 
defeated Ecuador 3-1 to 
qualify for the 2018 World 
Cup. 


ENGLAND 

For all their major tournament 
failures, the Three Lions are 
usually convincing during the 
preliminaries - they last lost a 
qualifying game in 2009 - and so it 
proved again in a group with Slo¬ 
vakia, Scotland and Slovenia. 

SPAIN 


Managed to make it through de¬ 
spite being paired with Italy and 
the 2010 winners will have a point 
to prove after a disappointing 
campaign in Brazil. 

NIGERIA 

Arsenal’s Alex Iwobi got the 
winner against Zambia as the Su¬ 
per Eagles became the first nation 


from Africa to punch their ticket. 

COSTA RICA 

Secured their spot with one 
game to spare thanks to a late 
strike from Kendall Waston earn¬ 
ing them a draw against Hondu¬ 
ras. First appeared at the World 
Cup in 1990, when they embar¬ 
rassed Scotland 1-0. 























SPORTS PINK 


Saturday, October 14, 2017 27 


mm 



world to play for 




Harry Kane celebrates England's World Cup 



qualification after his late winner against Slovenia at 
Wembley. 

Below - Steven Davis looks on during Northern 
Ireland's 3-1 home loss to the World champions 
earlier this month. Germany were the only European 
team to win all their 10 qualifiers. 


POLAND 

No player has scored more than 
Robert Lewandowski’s 16 goals in 
qualifying - a big reason why the 
Poles topped their group. 

EGYPT 

The Pharaohs, whose last World 
Cup appearance was in 1990, 


sealed their passage in dramatic 
fashion when Liverpool’s Mo- 
hamed Salah converted a stop¬ 
page-time penalty 

ICELAND 

With a population of just over 
335,000 people - smaller than the 
Bournemouth and Poole conurba¬ 
tion - the Euro 2016 quarter-final¬ 


ists are the smallest ever nation 
to qualify for a World Cup. 

SERBIA 

Saints midfielder Dusan Tadic 
and his countrymen had the few¬ 
est points of all of the European 
group winners, but benefited 
from Wales, the Republic of Ire¬ 
land and Austria all taking points 


off each other. 

FRANCE 

A defeat to Sweden and a home 
draw with Luxembourg meant 
they were in danger of being over¬ 
hauled by Sweden at one point. 

PORTUGAL 

With Saints right back Cedric 
in the starting XI, the Euro 2016 
winners ended Switzerland’s 100 
per cent qualification record with 
a 2-0 success on Tuesday that en¬ 
sured Cristiano Ronaldo will be 
in Russia. 

URUGUAY 

Would have taken a remarkable 
series of results on Tuesday for 
the two-time champions to miss 
out and Luis Suarez scored twice 
as they beat Bolivia. 

ARGENTINA 

Facing the possibility of elimi¬ 
nation, Lionel Messi rose to the 
challenge with a hat-trick against 
Ecuador and Peru’s draw with Co¬ 
lombia and Chile’s defeat to Bra¬ 
zil sent Argentina through. 

COLOMBIA 

Snatched the last available spot 
for South American nations with 
a 1-1 draw against Peru, though 
had Chile drawn with or beaten 
Brazil it would not have been 
enough. 

PANAMA 

A debut World Cup finals ap¬ 
pearance for Panama was con¬ 
firmed with victory over Costa 
Rica and the United States’ loss to 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

Of those 23 countries, Iceland 
and Panama have reached the ma¬ 
jor tournament for the first time 
in their nations’ history, while 
three-times finalists Holland, 
Chile and the United States have 
been among those eliminated. 

• The World Cup dream is still 
alive for 20 countries that will be¬ 
gin the next international break 
knowing they still have a chance 
to be in Russia next summer. 

AFRICA 


WHO CAN STILL QUALIFY? 

Tunisia, DR Congo, Morocco, 
Ivory Coast, Senegal, Burkina 
Faso, Cape Verde, South Africa. 

HOW WILL THAT BE DETER¬ 
MINED? 

There is still one more round of 
group games to go in most of the 
African groups. 

Continued on page 26 


Book review 

Football: My Life, My 
Passion 

By Graeme Souness 

Sportsbookofthemonth. com 
price: £13.60, saving £6.40 on 
rrp 

There’s still an air of menace 
about Graeme Souness, a 
characteristic which ensures that 
television pundits espousing an 
alternative opinion to the Scot tend 
to remain quiet when he speaks, not 
least because he can be relied upon 
to talk sense. 

A similar aura surrounded Souness 
the footballer when he was in his 
pomp at Anfield (1977-84) and 
pivotal to a Liverpool team that 
established itself as Europe’s finest. 

In Football: My Life, My Passion, he 
attributes this extraordinary run of 
success to what he calls a “culture 
of responsibility,” nurtured by the 
wisdom emanating from Liverpool’s 
famed Boot Room. 

Experienced men such as Bob 
Paisley, Ronnie Moran and Joe 
Fagan would frequently tell their 
players to work on-field problems 
out for themselves before walking 
away, seemingly exasperated at 
their charges’ inherent stupidity. 

The narrative is peppered with 
engaging anecdotes, such as the 
occasion during a European Cup 
semi-final against Dinamo Bucharest 
in 1984 when Souness shook off his 
marker, Lica Movila, by punching 
him, breaking his jaw in two places. 



“That’s the way the game was 
then,” says the unrepentant Scot. 

When it comes to the surge in 
player power, Souness worries that 
the ‘tail wags the dog’ nowadays; 
managers who upset players make a 
rod for their own back, he reckons. 

“You fall out with one player and 
[soon] fall out with four or five 
others. 

“Then you have a couple of 
indifferent results and their agents 
are on the phone to the chief 
executive, the directors, the owner, 
the chairman, saying: “Do you know 
he’s lost the dressing room?”” 

Souness maintains that the most 
disgraceful recent examples were at 
Chelsea and Leicester where Jose 
Mourinho and Claudio Ranieri “were 
both disgracefully sacked the 
season after winning the Premier 
League.” 

Souness is not afraid to highlight 
some of his own managerial 
misjudgements which include 
turning down the opportunity to 
bring Peter Schmeichel to Anfield 
when he was in charge at Liverpool. 
He’d just signed David James “so I 
thought I could do without a rookie 
‘keeper” he adds, ruefully. 

On TV, Graeme Souness comes 
across as a thoughtful, experienced 
man who knows the football industry 
inside out;. 

The excellent Football: My Life, My 
Passion reinforces this view. 
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World Cup 
qualifiers 

from page 27 

Tunisia, three points clear of DR 
Congo, are virtually assured of 
qualification, while Morocco just 
need to avoid defeat against Ivory 
Coast, who conversely know 
victory would be enough for them. 
Group D, where all four teams can 
technically still make it through, is 
complicated by the fact Senegal’s 
match with South Africa still 
needs to be replayed. Senegal 
need just two points from their 
two contests against the South 
Africans to qualify. 

ASIA 


WHO CAN STILL QUALIFY? 

Australia. 

HOW WILL THAT BE 
DETERMINED? 

Having come through a play-off 
against Syria, the Socceroos now 
have one final hurdle to clear 
when they meet Honduras over 
two legs, with the second of those 
two games being played in 
Sydney. 

EUROPE 


WHO CAN STILL QUALIFY? 

Switzerland, Italy, Croatia, 
Denmark, Northern Ireland, 
Sweden, Republic of Ireland, 
Greece. 

HOW WILL THAT BE 
DETERMINED? 

The eight nations will discover 
their play-off fate next Tuesday in 
Zurich when the draw is made. 
Switzerland, Italy, Croatia and 
Denmark are all projected to be 
seeded and will face one of the 
other quartet. A separate draw 
will be made to decide which 
nations host the first leg. 

NORTH, CENTRAL 
AMERICA AND 
CARIBBEAN 


WHO CAN STILL QUALIFY? 

Honduras. 

HOW WILL THAT BE 
DETERMINED? 

One play-off place was assigned 
to the team that finished fourth in 
the final CONCACAF standings 
and Honduras pipped the United 
States to that position. They will 
be in Russia if they defeat 
Australia over two legs during the 
next international break. 

SOUTH AMERICA 


WHO CAN STILL QUALIFY? 

Peru. 

HOW WILL THAT BE 
DETERMINED? 

The Peruvians, whose most 
recent World Cup appearance 
was in 1982, meet New Zealand in 
a play-off over two legs to decide 
which country advances to 
Russia. Anthony Hudson’s All 
Whites will be at home first before 
travelling to South America. 

OCEANIA 


WHO CAN STILL QUALIFY? 

New Zealand. 

HOW WILL THAT BE 
DETERMINED? 

No side from Oceania is 
guaranteed a place at the 2018 
World Cup but New Zealand 
breezed through their qualifying 
section and have been waiting to 
see who stands between them 
and Russia. It looked like being at 
Argentina at one point, so they 
will fancy their chances against 
Peru. 



Smallest nations to qualify for a World Cup 


ICELAND have become the smallest 
nation ever to qualify for the World Cup 
after a 2-0 win over Kosovo on Monday. 

The northern European country, who 
knocked England out of Euro 2016, has a 
population of just over 335,000 people. 

That is smaller than the Bournemouth 
and Poole conurbation. 

Here, the Sports Pink lists the five other 
smallest nations to have featured on the 
game’s biggest stage. 

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO (1.37million) 

The Soca Warriors made their sole 
finals appearance in 2006 in Germany, 


where they featured in the same group as 
Sven-Goran Eriksson’s England. 

The team featured a number of players 
familiar to English audiences, including 
former Saints Kenwyne Jones and Stern 
John, plus Shaka Hislop and Dwight 
Yorke. 

NORTHERN IRELAND (1.85m) 

Michael O’Neill’s men are on course to 
qualify for the first time since 1986. They 
also featured in Spain in 1982 - where 
they famously beat the host nation in the 
group stage - having made their debut at 
the 1958 finals in Sweden. 


SLOVENIA (2.08m) 

They have featured twice at the finals - 
in 2002 and 2010. They failed to take a 
point from three group games in their 
maiden tournament, but came within a 
whisker of the last 16 in 2010, when 
defeat to England (Jermain Defoe 
scoring the only goal in the 23rd minute) 
and a victory for the US over Algeria 
eliminated them. 

JAMAICA (2.89m) 

The Reggae Boyz were surprise 
qualifiers for France 98 and after being 


beaten by Croatia and Argentina in their 
first two matches, went home on a high 
with a 2-1 win over Japan. 

WALES (3.1m) 

The Principality made their only 
previous finals appearance in 1958, when 
they were beaten by eventual winners 
Brazil in the quarter-finals. 

• Population figures from: 
worldometer.info, except Northern 
Ireland and Wales population 
information, which comes from the Office 
of National Statistics, 2016. 


The stars who won't 
be going to Russia... 



Virgil van Dijk won't be going to next summer's World Cup finals. 


Alexis Sanchez and Gareth Bale 
headline a host of big names who 
will be absent from next sum¬ 
mer’s World Cup after their coun¬ 
tries failed to qualify for the tour¬ 
nament. 

Here, the Sports Pink picks an 
all-star XI from the players not on 
the plane to Russia. 

jan Oblak 

(Slovenia/Atletico Madrid) 

Voted the best goalkeeper in 
LaLiga for the past two years, 
the 24-year-old’s hopes of appear¬ 
ing at a maiden World Cup were 
dashed after Slovenia were un¬ 
able to progress from the qualify¬ 
ing group won by England. 

Antonio Valencia 

(Ecuador/Manchester United) 

A string of consistent perfor¬ 
mances at right-back led to Valen¬ 
cia being named players’ player 
of the year at Old Trafford last 
season but the 32-year-old could 
not inspire Ecuador to what 
would have been his third World 
Cup. 

Virgil van Dijk 

(Holland/ Saints) 

Van Dijk has made no secret of 
his desire to leave St Mary’s but, if 
he is still there next June, he will 
miss the opportunity to showcase 
his talents on the biggest stage fol¬ 
lowing Holland’s third-placed fin¬ 
ish in UEFA qualifying Group A. 

Gary Medel 

(Chile/Besiktas) 

The former Sevilla and Inter 
Milan man wears his heart on his 
sleeve and is an influential figure 
for his country, but was unable to 
lead them to qualification as they 
missed out on the four automatic 
places and were edged out of the 
play-off spot by Peru. 

David Alaba 


(Austria/Bayern Munich) 

A winner of six Bundesliga ti¬ 
tles and the Champions League, 
Alaba’s international career has 
been less illustrious with Aus¬ 
tria’s abysmal Euro 2016 cam¬ 
paign his only experience of a 
major tournament. 

Naby Keita 

(Guinea/RB Leipzig) 

The Liverpool-bound midfield¬ 
er will be fresh when he arrives 
at Anfield next summer after 
Guinea could not qualify from 


a group containing Tunisia, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
and Libya. 

Arturo Vidal 

(Chile/Bayern Munich) 

The key midfielder, who starred 
in the last two World Cups, was 
suspended for Chile’s final quali¬ 
fier against Brazil and watched 
on powerless from Munich as his 
team were eliminated. 

Gareth Bale 

(Wales/Real Madrid) 


It has been a positive few years 
for Wales but the Euro 2016 semi¬ 
finalists were pipped to a play-off 
spot by the Republic of Ireland, 
meaning Bale’s wait for a first 
World Cup goes on. 

Arjen Robben 

(Holland/Bayern Munich) 

A veteran of three World Cups, 
Robben announced his retire¬ 
ment from international foot¬ 
ball shortly after scoring twice 
against Sweden in the final match 
of Holland’s unsuccessful qualifi¬ 
cation campaign. 

Alexis Sanchez 

(Ch i le/Arsenal) 

Chile suffered last-minute 
heartbreak as they were pushed 
out of a play-off place when Peru 
equalised against Colombia, 
meaning the Arsenal star will not 
be sprinting up the flanks for La 
Roja in Russia. 

Pierre-Emerick 

Aubameyang 

(Gabon/Borussia Dortmund) 

Gabon have never qualified for 
the World Cup and the African 
country’s shortage of top-class 
players - Saints midfielder Mario 
Lemina not included - means tal¬ 
ented forward Aubameyang may 
never have the opportunity to 
play at one. 

Substitutes: 

Jasper Cillessen (Holland/Bar¬ 
celona) 

Daley Blind (Holland/Manches¬ 
ter United) 

Miralem Pjanic (Bosnia and 
Herzegovina/Juventus) 

Marek Hamsik (Slovakia/Napo¬ 
li) 

Henrikh Mkhitaryan (Arme¬ 
nia/Manchester United) 

Riyad Mahrez (Algeria/Leices¬ 
ter) 

Edin Dzeko (Bosnia/Roma) 
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Arter: This is 
the pinnacle 


HARRY Arter has admitted 
reaching the World Cup finals 
with the Republic of Ireland 
would more than make up for his 
Euro 2016 misery. 

The 27-year-old Cherries 
midfielder missed out on last 
summer’s festivities in France 
after damaging a thigh muscle on 
the eve of the squad’s departure. 

However, he was in the thick of 
the action as Ireland booked 
themselves a play-off berth with a 
1-0 victory in Wales on Monday 
evening with a trip to Russia now 
dangling tantalisingly before 
them. 

Asked if his misfortune had 
provided added motivation, Arter 
said: “Yes, but that aside, even if I 
did go to the Euros, to play in a 
World Cup is... I wouldn’t say a 
much bigger competition, but it’s 
the pinnacle for any footballer. 

“It’s a tournament that’s 
obviously only every four years 
and for a nation like Ireland to 
qualify would be a massive 
achievement, and to be part of a 
group that could do that would be 
something that I’d be ever so 
proud of. 

“They’re dreams that you have 
as a young kid, to play in a World 
Cup, so of course it would be 
something I’d be excited about.” 

Ireland’s hopes looked to have 
been dashed last month when 


Harry Arter 


they failed to win in Georgia and 
then lost for the first time in the 
campaign to Serbia in Dublin. 

However, back-to-back victories 
over Moldova and Wales, who had 
not lost a competitive match in 
Cardiff for four years, catapulted 
them back into second place in 
Group D. 

Their work is far from done, 
however, with one of the four 
seeded teams standing between 
them and their dreams. 

But having beaten world 
champions Germany, perennial 
European challengers Italy and 
now Euro 2016 semi-finalists 
Wales, Arter is not afraid of what 
may lie ahead. 

He said: “This group always 
responds to big games and big 
occasions, this is just another 
one. You look at Italy in the Euros 
and Germany just before that in 
the qualifying campaign - this side 
has proved that we can beat 
anyone on our day. 

“We’ll definitely attack the play¬ 
off games with confidence. 

“We’ve played against Italy 
where we had to win, we’ve 
played against Germany where 
we’ve had to win, and Wales. 

“They got to the semi-finals last 
year and they’re a great side, so 
no matter who we play we’ll have 
confidence.” 


Mixed fortunes 


for the Republic 


The Republic of Ireland have en¬ 
joyed mixed fortunes when pre¬ 
sented with a play-off route to the 
finals of major competitions over 
the years. 

They have been involved in 
eight to date and won just three, 
although they have been success¬ 
ful on each of the last two occa¬ 
sions they have entered the lot¬ 
tery 

Here, the Sports Pink takes a 
look at their fortunes over the 
years. 


WORLD CUP 1966 v SPAIN 
Ireland and Spain were pitched 
into battle as a result of Syria’s 
withdrawal from the competition, 
with a place in the finals in Eng¬ 
land awaiting the victors. 

In the event, it was the Span¬ 
iards who went through courtesy 
of Jose Ufarte’s first internation¬ 
al goal in a 1-0 win in Paris. 


EURO 1996 v HOLLAN 
Jack Charlton’s hugely success¬ 
ful spell as Ireland manager en¬ 
tered its death throes as his team 
missed out on a trip across the 
Irish Sea once again. 

A young Patrick Kluivert did 
the damage, scoring both goals as 
Holland prevailed with a 2-0 vic¬ 
tory 


WORLD CUP 1998 v BELGIUM 

The Republic got off to an en¬ 
couraging start when Denis Irwin 
fired them into an early first-leg 
lead, but Luc Nilis’ equaliser en¬ 
sured Belgium returned home 
with something to show for their 
efforts, and there was more to 
come. 

Luis Oliveira and Nilis both 
struck again in Brussels to make 
Ray Houghton’s effort largely 
irrelevant, with ex-Saint David 
Connolly’s sending-off simply 
rubbing salt into Irish wounds. 

EURO 2000 v TURKEY 

Robbie Keane gave Ireland the 
upper hand in their showdown 
with Turkey, but it was Tayfur Ha- 
vutcu’s late penalty at Lansdowne 
Road which proved decisive. 

After a tetchy build-up to the re¬ 
turn leg in Bursa, the sides fought 
out a stalemate and the Turks pro¬ 
gressed on the strength of their 
away goal. 

WORLD CUP 2002 v IRAN 

Having missed out on automatic 
qualification to Portugal on goal 
difference, the Republic were de¬ 
termined not to see another tour¬ 
nament slip from their grasp, and 
this time they made no mistake. 

Goals from Ian Harte and Rob¬ 
bie Keane gave them something 
to defend in Tehran despite Roy 
Keane’s absence, and Yahya Gol- 
mohammadi’s stoppage-time 


Shane Long shows his frustration at missing a chance v Moldova. 


strike was not enough to deny the 
visitors their place in Japan and 
South Korea. 

WORLD CUP 2010 v FRANCE 
On a night which will live long 
in the memory for the Irish na¬ 
tion, Giovanni Trapattoni’s side 
were denied a chance to clinch a 


trip to South Africa in controver¬ 
sial circumstances. 

Trailing 1-0 from the first leg in 
Dublin, Robbie Keane fired them 
back into it in Paris before Wil¬ 
liam Gallas levelled in extra-time, 
but only after Thierry Henry, un¬ 
seen by the officials, had handled 
during the build-up. 


EURO 2012 v ESTONIA 

Having suffered so much dis¬ 
appointment in the past, Ireland 
left nothing to chance on this oc¬ 
casion as they made the most of 
two red cards to thump Estonia 
4-0 in Tallinn with Robbie Keane 
netting twice. 

A 1-1 draw at the Aviva Stadium 
in the return proved something 
of an anti-climax, but the Repub¬ 
lic had already effectively booked 
their trip to Poland and Ukraine. 

EURO 2016 v BOSNIA & HER¬ 
ZEGOVINA 

Martin O’Neill’s men returned 
from a foggy Zenica disappointed 
to have seen Edin Dzeko cancel 
out Robbie Brady’s first-leg open¬ 
er, but confident they could make 
it to France. 

Their hopes were boosted when 
Jonathan Walters converted a 
fortuitous penalty, and they were 
home and dry when he dispatched 
a volley past former club-mate 
Asmir Begovic with 20 minutes 
remaining. 
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Magic 

Munday 

Tom Munday starred on Sunday 
as Athletico Romsey stayed top of 
Junior 4 of the City of 
Southampton League on goal 
difference from Tokyo. 

Ollie Burroughs weighed in with 
a brace as Athletico thrashed 
Romsey Comrades 6-1 - and that 
after the teams had been level at 
1-1 at half-time. Josh White 
replied. 

Tam Goodrich (2) and John 
Durman netted as Tokyo defeated 
AFC Forestside 3-1 after a 
goalless first half. Dan Jolly 
replied. 

Jason Munday and Mo Elazabi 
both scored twice as Sholing 
Monks beat Hedge End City 4-2. 

• Sporting Compass won 5-3 at 
AFC Mayflower in Division 5 with 
goals from James Parsons (2), 
Pete Kershaw, Max Green and 
Neil Curran. 

Daniel Chalk replied as Netley 
Spitfire lost 4-1 at home to 
leaders Chandler’s Ford Athletic. 

Unity 101 
remaintop 

Unity 101 remained top of Junior 
6 after a 4-2 win at Linden Tree. 

Joe Pilgrim, Tom Gilham, 

Hassan Ahmady and Mo Aslami 
were on target, with Ben Bevis 
twice replying in the second half 
for the hosts. 

Park Gate Rangers also won 4-2 
away, at Nemesis, with Elliot 
Gower and Matt Veale among 
their scorers. Ben Hatcher and 
Dean Beale replied. 

Pawel Burdzy fired a hat-trick 
for Hamwic in an entertaining 4-4 
draw at Southern Sports. 

Mick Manning was also on 
target, with Mike Orchard, Dailam 
Fard, Craig Harper and Dillion 
Smith replying for Sports, who 
trailed 2-1 at the interval. 

Eleven-goal 

thriller 

A.F.C. Itchen Reserves emerged 
winners in an 11-goal Junior 7 
thriller. 

They trailed Southern Sports 
Reserves 3-2 at the interval, but 
hit back to win 6-5 thanks to goals 
from Ash Strong, Matt Blissett, 
Alex Franks (2), Mike Bedford and 
Luke Randall. 

Sam Driscoll (3), Rhys Kerry and 
Darren Chipp replied. 

Leon Course fired a hat-trick as 
Empire romped to a 9-0 success 
at AFC Mayflower Reserves - six 
of the goals coming in the first 
half. 

Ashley Hibberd (2), Aaron 
Dunne, Carl Steadman, Tom 
Stubbs and Jamie Baker also 
scored. 

Phoenix United caned visiting 
AFC Southbridge 6-0 with 
Ibraham Braimah (3), Craig Scott 
and Mike Woods among the 
scorers. 

Wilton Wanderers beat M & T 3-1 
through Will Houghton (2) and 
Jordan Bedford. Charlie Evans 
replied. 

• Got a football story for us? 
Email echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 



Sun shines as PSC 
get back on track 



Ben Sunley, right, netted the Peter Symonds winner against Farnborough 


Mike 

Yimpany 


PETER Symonds College wasted 
no time at all in overcoming the 
disappointment of a penalty 
shoot-out exit from the English 
Schools FA Under-18 Colleges 
Trophy at the hands of Henley 

Within 48 hours they had got 
their season back on track with 
a single-goal victory over much 
fancied Farnborough to maintain 
their grip on the Peter Munro Cup 
which they won in such style last 
season. 

But irrespective of the win over 
Farnborough, Symonds will be 
annoyed to be out of the ESFA 
competition. 

They paid the penalty for wast¬ 
ing chances against their Berk¬ 
shire guests and instead of hav¬ 
ing their noses in front, found 
themselves chasing the game 
when Henley capitalised on a 
strong second half start to take 
the lead. 

Ant Croucher and Lewis Wake- 
ford fired PSC into a 2-1 lead, only 
for Henley to equalise and, after a 
plethora of missed chances, take 
the tie to penalties. 

Symonds twice missed from the 
spot and ended up losing 4-2. 

Two days later, they were all 
smiles again, picking themselves 
up to beat a Farnborough side 
that 48 hours earlier had opened 
its ESFA Trophy defence with an 
11-goal drubbing of Richmond- 
on-Thames. 

A quality finish by Ben Sunley 
gave PSC a 1-0 win from a game 
with plenty of chances at both 
ends. 

“Farnborough were organised 
and compact, making it difficult 
for us to break them down,” said 
PSC coach Rob Kitley. 

“Our winning goal came in the 
first half when Ben Moore flight¬ 
ed a fantastic through ball (over 
the top of their back four) to meet 
Ben Sunley’s well timed run 

“Ben brought the ball down 
with his first touch - his second 
pulling a controlled shot across 
the Farnborough goalkeeper into 
the bottom corner.” 

But Kitley’s delight was tem¬ 
pered by the news that, a day after 
he had scored Symonds’ 3-2 col¬ 
lege league winner against Bar¬ 
ton Peveril, striker Max Cullen 
broke his right leg. 

Farnborough, meanwhile, must 
concentrate on retaining the na¬ 



LEG BREAK: Max Cullen 


tional cup - Giorgio Di-Lullo (4) 
and the talented Jake Wilson (3) 
scoring the lion’s share of the 11 
goals at Richmond. 

Boro’ do have their second team 
through to the next round of the 
Peter Munro Cup on the back of a 
consolation 6-0 victory over Peter 
Symonds II in which Ben Brown 
(2), Toby Illingworth, Bachir 
Rezagui, Reiss Deere, Josh James 


hit the target. 

Humiliated by PSC in last sea¬ 
son’s final, Itchen enjoyed a 4-0 
stroll in the second round at the 
expense of visiting Barton Pe¬ 
veril II. 

Jack Wilson gave them a first- 
half lead with a header from a 
corner, while two lobbed shots 
from James Johnson, the first 
from tight on the left touchline, 
gave Itchen a 3-0 cushion. 

Jack Barnes completed the scor¬ 
ing. 

Queen Mary’s beat Havant/ 
Southdown 5-1 in Basingstoke. 

Poole progressed without hav¬ 
ing to kick a ball in anger - Brock- 
enhurst being unable, through 
internal transport difficulties, to 
get their team to Gravel Hill. 

• Hampshire begin their coun¬ 
ty fixtures this weekend with a 
formidable ESFA League match 
against national champions at 
Thurrock. 

Chosen from six colleges, the 
Hampshire squad is: Josh Tombs 


(Symonds), Aaron Smith (Barton 
Peveril), George Ockwell, Josh 
Davies (Barton Peveril), Jean-Luc 
Ramdin, Ethan Taylor (Itchen), 
Wayne Nderemani, George Far- 
relly (Sparsholt), Henry Jordan 
(Portsmouth), Alex Haynes, Har¬ 
ry Prisk (Barton Peveril), Ryan 
Penny (Sparsholt), Cameron Lan- 
gan (Alton), Josh McCormick 
(Portsmouth), Emanuelle Alii 
(Sparsholt), Jordan Ragguette, 
Shaquille Gwengwe (Ports¬ 
mouth). 

Fixtures 

Wednesday - Colleges Premier 
League: Barton Peveril v Itchen, 
Farnborough v Andover, Queen 
Mary’s v Peter Symonds, Richard 
Taunton v Poole Grammar. 

Championship: Barton Peveril 
II v Portsmouth, Basingstoke 
v Havant/Southdown, Bourne¬ 
mouth v Farnborough, Brocken- 
hurst v Peter Symonds. 

Friday - Peter Munro Cup: Bar¬ 
ton Peveril v Richard Taunton 
(11am). 
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Roche leads the way in Fawley goals rush 


KIERAN Roche led Fawley RBL’s goal 
spree in their City of Southampton 
Sunday League success at Durley. 

He struck a Senior Division hat-trick as 
Fawley romped to a 9-1 victory. Further 
goals came from Shaun Auger (2), Wayne 
Atkin, Nathan Gray, Damien Davies and 
James Willis. 

Leaders Chamberlayne also enjoyed an 
emphatic awayday win - 6-0 at Clock Inn 
thanks to Andy Powell (2), Lee Osborne 
(2), Marcus Bevan and Seb Bridle. 

Itchen Saints made it a hat-trick of top 
flight away triumphs. 

They won 4-3 at R.S. Nomansland 


through goals from Aidan Johnson (2), 
Mike Saunders and Tony Hammond. Dan 
Sanders twice replied. 

Bridge Manor moved up to second in 
Junior 1 with their third win in four 
games - a 4-1 home victory over AFC 
Riverside. Goals came from Lee Salde (2), 
Jordan Freeman and David Gentry, with 
Christian Kalialia replying. 

Hedge End Athletic are top of Junior 2 
after extending their 100 per cent start to 
four matches. 

Gareth Cross belted a hat-trick in 
their latest success, a 6-1 home win over 
Landguard. 


Lee Little (2) and Dan Turner also 
scored, with Lee Hewitt replying. 

The prolific Aaron Blaxall struck twice 
as Portswood United moved up to second 
place with a 5-2 win at Curbridge. 

Matt White, Lewis Powell and Jamie 
Rosher also netted, after Lewis Ranger 
and Lewis Wild had kept the hosts level 
at the interval at 2-2. 

Mottisfont won 4-2 at Testlands 
Reserves in Junior 3 through Jamie 
Botto, Josh Chapman, Mike MacLeod and 
Matt Bosanquet. 

Malcy Davie (penalty) and Charlie Fard 
replied. 


Jor-dropping display 



Tottenham Hotspur's Kieran Trippier and AFC Bournemouth's Charlie Daniels (right) battle for the ball during the 
Premier League match at Wembley Stadium. SEE PAGES 6&7 FOR MATCH REPORT 


JORDAN Hamilton fired a hat- 
trick as Bedford Arms progressed 
to the second round of the South¬ 
ampton FA Junior A Cup. 

Oskar Masnica was also on tar¬ 
get as Bedford won 4-2 at Lynd- 
hurst JFC, who replied through 
James Green and Lee Stickland. 

Chartwell Green are through 
to the third round of the tour¬ 
nament already after a penalty 
shoot-out success against Winsor 
United. 

Frazer McLean, Lee Bore, Nick 
Kellaway and Brad Copperth- 
waite all converted from 12 yards 
in Green’s 4-1 success which fol¬ 
lowed a goalless stalemate. Ryan 
Hartley was the only Winsor play¬ 
er to score. 

Burridge AFC boasted two hat- 
trick heroes in their Charlie God- 
den Trophy first round blitzing of 
Meon Valley. 

Louis Wallbridge grabbed four 
goals and Andy Graham struck 
three times in a 9-1 success. Ricky 
Abbs and Dave Middleton also 
scored. 

Ryan Taylor was another three- 
goal star as Forest Home turned 
on the style in the second half to 
win at Whiteheart United. 

Matthew Spencer (2) and Adam 
Church also scored as Forest won 
6-1 - five of the goals coming in 
the second period. 

Liam Harfield had made it 1-1 at 
the interval. 

• AFC Soton crashed out of the 
Hampshire FA John Ward Sun¬ 
day Senior Cup at the first-round 
stage. 

An Aidan Collins brace saw 
them level with visiting Vienna 
Suttoners at the interval, but they 
lost 5-2. 

Testlands are also out after a 4-1 
loss at AFC Burton. 

• Chaberlayne Athletic Re¬ 
serves also suffered against Vi¬ 
enna Suttoners’ second string, 
losing 4-3 in the first round of the 
Hampshire Sunday Junior A Cup. 

Lewis Wyeth, Charlie Parker 
and Sam Tribbeck replied. 

Hunters Inn are also out after 
losing a penalty shoot-out 4-3 to 
Bearwood Broncos after a 2-2 
draw. Bob Pearce and Sam Dray- 


cott were on target for Hunters. 

AFC Spitfire are through, 
though - because scheduled oppo¬ 
nents Shallow End couldn’t raise 
a side. 

• Riverside Rangers are 


through to the second round of 
the Hampshire Junior B Cup. 

Goals from Josh Osman and 
Andy Chamberlain gave them a 
2-0 home success against Firhill 
United 


AFC Itchen netted through 
James Brewer as they trailed Gos- 
ham Rangers 2-1 at the interval. 
The second half was a nightmare 
for them, however, as they ended 
up crashing out 10-1. 


City of Southampton Sunday League 
Senior Division 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Chamberlayne 

5 

4 

1 

0 20 

4 

13 

Itchen Saints 

4 

3 

0 

1 

14 

5 

9 

Durley 

5 

2 

1 

2 

8 

14 

7 

Boyatt Wood 

5 

2 

1 

2 

9 

16 

7 

Fawley R.B.L. 

4 

1 

1 

2 

7 

7 

4 

Nomansland 

3 

1 

0 

2 

8 

6 

3 

Testlands 

2 

1 

0 

1 

2 

2 

3 

A.F.C. Soton 

3 

1 

0 

2 

6 

8 

3 

Clock Inn 

5 

1 

0 

4 

6 

18 

3 

Junior 1 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Hunters Inn 

4 

4 

0 

0 

13 

5 

12 

Bridge Manor 

4 

3 

1 

0 17 

7 

10 

Lyndhurst 

2 

2 

0 

0 

8 

2 

6 

King George 

4 

1 

1 

2 

11 

12 

4 

Eastpoint 

3 

1 

0 

2 

3 

7 

3 

Bitterne Ducks 

4 

0 

2 

2 

7 

14 

2 

Lordshill 

3 

0 

1 

2 

6 

10 

1 

A.F.C. Riverside 

3 

0 

1 

2 

3 

7 

1 

Winsor U.S.C. 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

5 

0 

Junior 2 


P 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Hedge End 

4 

4 

0 

0 23 

3 

12 

Portswood 

4 

3 

0 

1 

14 

9 

9 

Chartwell Green 

3 

2 

0 

1 

13 

8 

6 

A.F.C. Spitfire 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

5 

4 

M archwood 

4 

1 

1 

2 

6 

11 

4 

Chamberlayne Res 3 

1 

0 

2 

7 

9 

3 

Curbridge 

3 

1 

0 

2 

4 

10 

3 

Bedford Arms 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Landguard 

4 

0 

0 

4 

5 

22 

0 

Junior 3 


P 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

O.T's & Romsey 

5 

5 

0 

0 30 

10 

15 

Mottisfont 

4 

4 

0 

0 27 

10 

12 

Portside 

5 

3 

1 

1 

25 

12 

10 

Mayfield 

4 

3 

0 

1 

19 

6 

9 

Testlands Res 

4 

1 

1 

2 

12 

12 

4 

Test Valley 

3 

1 

0 

2 18 

15 

3 

Dorchester 

3 

1 

0 

2 

14 

11 

3 

Royale Marine 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1 

8 

0 

London Airways 

4 

0 

0 

4 

7 

27 

0 

Soton Warriors 

4 

0 

0 

4 

5 

47 

0 

Junior 4 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Athletico Romsey 5 

4 

0 

1 

22 

8 

12 

Tokyo 

5 

4 

0 

1 

15 

6 

12 

Sholing Monks 

6 

3 

1 

2 

13 

18 

10 

A.F.C. Stoneham 

5 

2 

1 

2 

14 

8 

7 

A.F.C. Forestside 

4 

2 

0 

2 

13 

8 

6 

Forest Home 

4 

1 

0 

3 

8 

10 

3 

Hedge End City 

4 

1 

0 

3 

8 

13 

3 

Nomansland Res 

3 

1 

0 

2 

7 

17 

3 

Romsey Comrades 4 

1 

0 

3 

4 

16 

3 

Junior 5 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Chandlers Ford 

6 

5 

0 

1 

28 

12 

15 

Hedge End Club 

5 

4 

0 

1 

20 

7 

12 

Dingle Rovers 

3 

2 

0 

1 

9 

4 

6 

Chamberlayne A 

4 

2 

0 

2 

10 

10 

6 

A.F.C. Itchen 

3 

2 

0 

1 

11 

12 

6 

Netley Spitfire 

5 

2 

0 

3 

15 

19 

6 

A.F.C. Mayflower 3 

1 

0 

2 

7 

11 

3 

Whitehart 

4 

1 

0 

3 

11 

18 

3 

Sp Compass 

5 

1 

0 

4 

7 

15 

3 

Burridge 

2 

0 

0 

2 

2 

12 

0 

Junior 6 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Unity 101 

6 

5 

0 

1 26 

8 

15 

Southern Sp 

5 

3 

1 

1 

16 

7 

10 

Hamwic 

5 

3 

1 

1 

15 

15 

10 

Otter S.F.C. 

4 

3 

0 

1 

12 

9 

9 

Riverside 

4 

2 

0 

2 

6 

6 

6 

Nemesis 

5 

1 

1 

3 

12 

16 

4 

Park Gate 

6 

1 

1 

4 

17 

24 

4 

Linden Tree 

4 

0 

1 

3 

7 

15 

1 

Meon Valley 

3 

0 

1 

2 

5 

16 

1 

Junior 7 


P 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

Southern Res 

5 

4 

0 

1 33 

12 

12 

Southbridge 

5 

3 

0 

2 18 

22 

9 

Empire 

4 

2 

2 

0 21 

5 

8 

Phoenix 

4 

2 

1 

1 

14 

9 

7 

A.F.C. Itchen 

5 

2 

1 

2 

15 

20 

7 

Montfort 

4 

2 

1 

1 

10 

15 

7 

Mayflower Res 

5 

1 

1 

3 

11 

21 

4 

Wilton 

2 

1 

0 

1 

3 

3 

3 

M & T 

6 

0 

0 

6 

6 

24 

0 
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LEAGUE FIXTURES 2017/18 


SAINTS 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


AUGUST 

12 Swansea (H) 

D 0-0 

19 West Ham (H) 

W 3-2 

26 Huddersfield (A) 

D 0-0 

SEPTEMBER 

9 Watford (H) 

L 0-2 

16 Crystal Palace (A) 

W1-0 

23 Man United (H) 

L 0-1 

30 Stoke (A) 

LI-2 

OCTOBER 

15 Newcastle 

(H) 

21 West Brom 

(H) 

29 Brighton 

(A) 

NOVEMBER 

4 Burnley 

(H) 

18 Liverpool 

(A) 

26 Everton 

(H) 

29 Manchester City 

(A) 

DECEMBER 

2 Bournemouth 

(A) 

10 Arsenal 

(H) 

13 Leicester 

(H) 

16 Chelsea 

(A) 

23 Huddersfield 

(H) 

26 Tottenham 

(A) 

30 Manchester United 

(A) 

JANUARY 

1 Crystal Palace 

(H) 

13 Watford 

(A) 

20 Tottenham 

(H) 

31 Brighton 

(H) 

FEBRUARY 

3 West Brom 

(A) 

10 Liverpool 

(H) 

24 Burnley 

(A) 

MARCH 

3 Stoke 

(H) 

10 Newcastle 

(A) 

17 Swansea 

(A) 

31 West Ham 

(A) 

APRIL 

7 Arsenal 

(A) 

14 Chelsea 

(H) 

21 Leicester 

(A) 

28 Bournemouth 

(H) 

MAY 

5 Everton 

(A) 

13 Manchester City 

(H) 


CHERRIES 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


AUGUST 

12 West Brom (A) 

L 0-1 

19 Watford (H) 

L 0-2 

26 Manchester City(H) 

LI-2 

SEPTEMBER 

9 Arsenal (A) 

L 0-3 

15 Brighton (H) 

W 2-1 

23 Everton (A) 

LI-2 

30 Leicester (H) 

D 0-0 

OCTOBER 

14 Tottenham 

(A) 

21 Stoke 

(A) 

28 Chelsea 

(H) 

NOVEMBER 

4 Newcastle 

(A) 

18 Huddersfield 

(H) 

25 Swansea 

(A) 

29 Burnley 

(H) 

DECEMBER 

2 Southampton 

(H) 

9 Crystal Palace 

(A) 

12 Manchester United 

(A) 

16 Liverpool 

(H) 

23 Manchester City 

(A) 

26 West Ham 

(H) 

30 Everton 

(H) 

JANUARY 

1 Brighton 

(A) 

13 Arsenal 

(H) 

20 West Ham 

(A) 

31 Chelsea 

(A) 

FEBRUARY 

3 Stoke 

(H) 

10 Huddersfield 

(A) 

24 Newcastle 

(H) 

MARCH 

3 Leicester 

(A) 

10 Tottenham 

(H) 

17 West Brom 

(H) 

31 Watford 

(A) 

APRIL 

7 Crystal Palace 

(H) 

14 Liverpool 

(A) 

21 Manchester United 

(H) 

28 Southampton 

(A) 

MAY 

5 Swansea 

(H) 

13 Burnley 

(A) 


POMPEY 


LEAGUE 1 


AUGUST 

5 Rochdale (H) 

W 2-0 

12 Oxford United(A) 

L 0-3 

19 Walsall (H) 

D 1-1 

26 Wigan (A) 

D 1-1 

SEPTEMBER 

3 Rotherham (H) 

L 0-1 

9 AFC Wimbledon (A) 

W 2-0 

12 Northampton (A) 

LI-3 

16 Fleetwood (H) 

W 4-1 

23 Scunthorpe (A) 

L 0-2 

26 Bristol Rovers(H) 

W 3-0 

30 Oldham (H) 

LI-2 

OCTOBER 

8 Gillingham (A) 

W1-0 

14 MK Dons 

(H) 

17 Doncaster 

(A) 

21 Blackburn 

(A) 

28 Bradford City 

(H) 

NOVEMBER 

11 Blackpool 

(A) 

18 Southend 

(H) 

21 Peterborough 

(A) 

25 Plymouth 

(H) 

DECEMBER 

9 Charlton 

(A) 

16 Bury 

(H) 

23 Shrewsbury 

(A) 

26 AFC Wimbledon 

(H) 

30 Northampton 

(H) 

JANUARY 

1 Bristol Rovers 

(A) 

6 Fleetwood 

(A) 

13 Scunthorpe 

(H) 

20 Rotherham 

(A) 

27 Shrewsbury 

(H) 

FEBRUARY 

3 Doncaster 

(H) 

10 MK Dons 

(A) 

13 Blackburn 

(H) 

17 Southend 

(A) 

24 Blackpool 

(H) 

MARCH 

3 Bradford City 

(A) 

10 Gillingham 

(H) 

17 Oldham 

(A) 

24 Oxford United 

(H) 

31 Walsall 

(A) 

APRIL 

2 Wigan 

(H) 

7 Rochdale 

(A) 

14 Plymouth 

(A) 

21 Charlton 

(H) 

28 Bury 

(A) 

MAY 

5 Peterborough 

(H) 


EASTLEIGH 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 


AUGUST 

5 Bromley (A) 

D 0-0 

8 Sutton United (H) 

W1-0 

12 Dagenham (H) 

D 2-2 

15 Woking (A) 

LI-2 

19 Tranmere (H) 

W 2-0 

26 Leyton Orient(A) 

D 1-1 

28 Aldershot (H) 

D 0-0 

SEPTEMBER 

2 Ebbsfleet (A) 

D 2-2 

9 Guiseley (A) 

D 0-0 

12 Maidstone (H) 

L 0-1 

16 AFC Fylde(H) 

D 2-2 

23 Hartlepool (A) 

W 2-1 

30 Chester (H) 

PP 

OCTOBER 

3 Boreham Wood (A) 

L 0-1 

7 Wrexham (A) 

LI-2 

21 Gateshead 

(H) 

24 Solihull Moors 

(H) 

28 Macclesfield 

(A) 

NOVEMBER 

11 Dover 

(A) 

18 Barrow 

(H) 

21 Maidenhead 

(H) 

25 Halifax Town 

(A) 

DECEMBER 

2 Sutton United 

(A) 

9 Bromley 

(H) 

23 Dagenham 

(A) 

26 Torquay 

(H) 

30 Woking 

(H) 

JANUARY 

1 Torquay 

(A) 

6 Guiseley 

(H) 

20 Maidstone 

(A) 

27 Hartlepool 

(H) 

FEBRUARY 

3 AFC Fylde 

(A) 

10 Boreham Wood 

(H) 

17 Chester 

(A) 

20 Maidenhead 

(A) 

24 Halifax Town 

(H) 

MARCH 

3 Barrow 

(A) 

10 Dover Athletic 

(H) 

17 Leyton Orient 

(H) 

24 Tranmere 

(A) 

30 Ebbsfleet 

(H) 

APRIL 

2 Aldershot 

(A) 

7 Wrexham 

(H) 

14 Gateshead 

(A) 

21 Macclesfield 

(H) 

28 Solihull Moors 

(A) 


POOLE 


NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 

AUGUST 

5 Weston SM (A) 

W 2-1 

8 Bognor Regis (H) 

D 2-2 

12 East Thurrock (H) 

L 2-3 

15 Chippenham (A) 

W1-0 

19 St Albans City (H) 

L 0-1 

26 Bath City (A) 

L 0-1 

28 Hungerford (H) 

LI-2 

SEPTEMBER 

2 Whitehawk (A) 

D 2-2 

5 Hemel Hempstead (H) 

L 2-4 

9 Welling United (A) 

L 0-2 

11 Wealdstone (A) 

LI-4 

23 Chelmsford City (H) 

D 0-0 

OCTOBER 

7 Oxford City (A) W 

'3-2 

14 Concord Rangers 

(H) 

21 Havant & W 

(A) 

28 Gloucester City 

(H) 

NOVEMBER 

4 Eastbourne Borough 

(A) 

11 Braintree 

(H) 

18 Hampton & RB 

(A) 

DECEMBER 

2 Dartford 

(H) 

9 Weston Super-Mare 

(H) 

23 Bognor Regis Town 

(A) 

26 Truro City 

(H) 

JANUARY 

1 Truro City 

(A) 

6 Chippenham 

(H) 

13 East Thurrock 

(A) 

20 Welling United 

(H) 

27 Hemel Hempstead 

(A) 

FEBRUARY 

3 Gloucester City 

(A) 

10 Havant & W 

(H) 

17 Eastbourne Borough 

(H) 

24 Braintree 

(A) 

MARCH 

3 Hampton & RB 

(H) 

10 Dartford 

(A) 

17 Bath City 

(H) 

24 St Albans City 

(A) 

30 Whitehawk 

(H) 

APRIL 

2 Hungerford 

(A) 

7 Chelmsford City 

(A) 

14 Wealdstone 

(H) 

21 Concord Rangers 

(A) 

28 Oxford City 

(H) 
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GOSPORT 


SOUTHERN PREMIER 


AUGUST 

12 King's Lynn Town (A) 

L 0-2 

15 Slough Town (H) 

LI-5 

19 Royston Town(H) 

L 2-3 

26 Tiverton Town(A) 

L 0-2 

28 Basingstoke Town(H) 

L 0-8 

SEPTEMBER 

9 Biggleswade Town (A) 

L 0-2 

12 Farnborough (H) 

L 2-4 

23 Stratford Town (A) 

L 0-2 

26 Kings Langley (A) 

D 1-1 

30 Hitchin Town (H) 

L 0-3 

OCTOBER 

7 Bishop's Stortford (H) 

LI-3 

9 Dorchester Town (A) 

L 2-7 

14 Merthyr Town 

(A) 

17 Banbury United 

(H) 

21 King's Lynn Town 

(H) 

24 Slough Town 

(A) 

NOVEMBER 

4 St Neots Town 

(H) 

11 FromeTown 

(A) 

15 Farnborough 

(A) 

18 Dunstable Town 

(H) 

25 Kettering Town 

(A) 

28 Kings Langley 

(H) 

DECEMBER 

2 Flereford 

(H) 

9 Redditch United 

(A) 

16 Chesham United 

(H) 

23 St Ives Town 

(A) 

26 Basingstoke Town 

(A) 

JANUARY 

1 Weymouth 

(H) 

6 Royston Town 

(A) 

13 Tiverton Town 

(H) 

20 Bishop's Stortford 

(A) 

27 Dorchester Town 

(H) 

FEBRUARY 

3 Banbury United 

(A) 

10 Merthyr Town 

(H) 

17 Hitchin Town 

(A) 

24 Statford Town 

(H) 

MARCH 

3 Dunstable 

(A) 

10 Kettering Town 

(H) 

17 Redditch United 

(H) 

24 Hereford 

(A) 

31 Biggleswade Town 

(H) 

APRIL 

2 Weymouth 

(A) 

7 St Ives Town 

(H) 

14 Chesham United 

(A) 

21 FromeTown 

(H) 

28 St Neots Town 

(A) 


AFC TOTTON 


SOUTHERN WEST 


AUGUST 

12 Barnstaple Town(H) 

W 3-1 

15 Bishops Cleeve(A) 

W 3-1 

26 Slimbridge (H) 

LI-2 

28 Salisbury (A) 

L 0-2 

SEPTEMBER 

9YateTown (H) 

W 5-0 

16 Taunton Town (A) 

LI-2 

23 Larkhall (A) 

W1-0 

26 North Leigh (H) 

W 2-1 

30 Wimborne (A) 

D 1-1 

OCTOBER 

14 Cinderford 

(A) 

21 Bideford 

(H) 

24 Swindon Supermarine (A) 

NOVEMBER 

4 Kidlington 

(A) 

11 Mangotsfield 

(H) 

14 DidcotTown 

(H) 

18 Shortwood 

(A) 

25 Evesham United 

(H) 

28 Wimborne Town 

(A) 

DECEMBER 

2 Cirencester Town 

(H) 

9 Bristol Manor Farm 

(A) 

16 Bishops Cleeve 

(H) 

23 Barnstaple Town 

(A) 

26 Salisbury 

(H) 

JANUARY 

1 Winchester City 

(A) 

6 Taunton Town 

(H) 

13 Slimbridge 

(A) 

20 Mangotsfield 

(A) 

27 Kidlington 

(H) 

FEBRUARY 

3 Larkhall Athletic 

(H) 

10 North Leigh 

(A) 

17 Cinderford Town 

(H) 

24 Paulton Rovers 

(A) 

MARCH 

3 Swindon Supermarine 

(H) 

10 Bideford 

(A) 

17 Bristol Manor Farm 

(H) 

24 Cirencester Town 

(A) 

31 Yate Town 

(A) 

APRIL 

2 Winchester City 

(H) 

7 Shortwood United 

(H) 

14 Didcot Town 

(A) 

21 Wimborne Town 

(H) 

28 Evesham United 

(A) 


WINCHESTER 


SOUTHERN WEST 


AUGUST 

12 Shortwood (A) 

W 4-2 

15 Kidlington (H) 

L 0-1 

26 Larkhall (A) 

W 2-1 

28 Wimborne (H) 

W1-0 

SEPTEMBER 

9 Cirencester Town (A) 

L 0-1 

16 Paulton (H) 

PP 

23 Mangotsfield (H) 

W 3-0 

26 Didcot Town (A) 

W 4-2 

30 Barnstaple (A) 

W 4-1 

OCTOBER 

14 Bristol Manor Farm 

(H) 

21 Taunton Town 

(A) 

24 Salisbury 

(H) 

NOVEMBER 

4 Cinderford Town 

(A) 

11 Bishops Cleeve 

(H) 

14 Swindon Supermarine (H) 

18 Yate Town 

(A) 

25 Bideford 

(H) 

28 North Leigh 

(A) 

DECEMBER 

2 Evesham United 

(H) 

9 Slimbridge 

(A) 

16 Kidlington 

(A) 

23 Shortwood United 

(H) 

26 Wimborne Town 

(A) 

JANUARY 

1 AFC Totton 

(H) 

6 Paulton Rovers 

(A) 

13 Larkhall Athletic 

(H) 

20 Bishops Cleeve 

(A) 

27 Cinderford Town 

(H) 

FEBRUARY 

3 Mangotsfield United 

(A) 

10 DidcotTown 

(H) 

17 Bristol Manor Farm 

(A) 

24 Barnstaple Town 

(H) 

MARCH 

3 Salisbury 

(A) 

10 Taunton Town 

(H) 

17 Slimbridge 

(H) 

24 Evesham United 

(A) 

31 Cirencester Town 

(H) 

APRIL 

2 AFC Totton 

(A) 

7 Yate Town 

(H) 

14 Swindon Supermarine (A) 

21 North Leigh 

(H) 

28 Bideford 

(A) 


SALISBURY 


SOUTHERN WEST 


AUGUST 

12 Mangotsfield (A) 

W 5-0 

15 Paulton Rovers(H) 

D 2-2 

26 North Leigh (A) 

LI-2 

28 AFC Totton (H) 

W 2-0 

SEPTEMBER 

9 Shortwood (A) 

W 8-0 

23 Yate Town (A) 

W1-0 

26 Swindon Super (H) 

L 0-2 

30 Bishops Cleeve (H) 

D 0-0 

OCTOBER 

14 Slimbridge 

(A) 

21 Evesham United 

(H) 

24 Winchester City 

(A) 

NOVEMBER 

4 Barnstaple Town 

(A) 

11 Larkhall Athletic 

(H) 

14 Kidlington 

(H) 

18 Cinderford Town 

(A) 

25 Bristol Manor Farm 

(H) 

28 Didcot Town 

(A) 

DECEMBER 

2 Bideford 

(H) 

9 Taunton Town 

(A) 

16 Paulton Rovers 

(A) 

23 Mangotsfield United (H) 

26 AFC Totton 

(A) 

JANUARY 

1 Wimborne Town 

(H) 

6 Cirencester Town 

(A) 

13 North Leigh 

(H) 

20 Larkhall Athletic 

(A) 

27 Barnstaple Town 

(H) 

FEBRUARY 

3 Yate Town 

(H) 

10 Swindon Supermarine (A) 

17 Slimbridge 

(H) 

24 Bishops Cleeve 

(A) 

MARCH 

3 Winchester City 

(H) 

10 Evesham United 

(A) 

17 Taunton Town 

(H) 

24 Bideford 

(A) 

31 Shortwood United 

(H) 

APRIL 

2 Wimborne Town 

(A) 

7 Cinderford Town 

(H) 

14 Kidlington 

(A) 

21 DidcotTown 

(H) 

28 Bristol Manor Farm 

(A) 


WIMBORNE 


SOUTHERN WEST 


AUGUST 

12 Bishops Cleeve(H) 

W 3-1 

15 DidcotTown (A) 

L 2-4 

26 Yate Town (H) 

W 4-2 

28 Winchester City (A) 

L 0-1 

SEPTEMBER 

2 Larkhall Athletic (H) 

LI-3 

9 Bristol Manor Farm(H) 

LI-3 

17 Evesham United (A) 

W 2-1 

23 Bideford (A) 

W 2-1 

30 AFC Totton (H) 

D 1-1 

OCTOBER 

14 North Leigh 

(A) 

21 Swindon Supermarine 

(H) 

24 Paulton Rovers 

(A) 

NOVEMBER 

4 Shortwood United 

(H) 

11 Cirencester Town 

(A) 

14 Taunton Town 

(A) 

18 Mangotsfield United 

(H) 

25 Slimbridge 

(A) 

28 AFC Totton 

(H) 

DECEMBER 

2 Barnstaple Town 

(A) 

9 Kidlington 

(H) 

16 DidcotTown 

(H) 

23 Bishops Cleeve 

(A) 

26 Winchester City 

(H) 

JANUARY 

1 Salisbury 

(A) 

6 Evesham United 

(H) 

13 Yate Town 

(A) 

20 Cirencester Town 

(H) 

27 Shortwood United 

(A) 

FEBRUARY 

3 Bideford 

(H) 

10 Larkhall Athletic 

(A) 

17 North Leigh 

(H) 

24 Cinderford Town 

(A) 

MARCH 

3 Paulton Rovers 

(H) 

10 Swindon Supermarine 

(A) 

17 Kidlington 

(A) 

24 Barnstaple Town 

(H) 

31 Bristol Manor Farm 

(A) 

APRIL 

2 Salisbury 

(H) 

7 Mangotsfield 

(A) 

14 Taunton Town 

(H) 

21 AFC Totton 

(A) 

28 Slimbridge 

(H) 
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BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 

THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 


YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION, INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, are 
now choosing the smart way to have new 
carpets. Never again will you need to empty 
your room of furniture, and take up your old carpet 
ready for the fitters just to walk in and roll out your 
new carpet. Let's be frank here, if you're paying for a 
job to be done, you shouldn't be expected to do more 
than half the work yourself. It would be like eating 
at a nice restaurant, paying for your meal and then 
washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 
repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 


or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and off 
cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put back 
your ornaments and photographs and then enjoy your 
carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

We would like to acknowledge the exemplary service 
you provided us. 

We are extremely happy with the work you have done 
throughout our house. 

We delighted with the finished product but guidance, 
support and advice you provided throughout was 
invaluable to us. 


It really made what was a fairly daunting task at the 
start, a trouble-free and straightforward process. 
Mr and Mrs G. Lyndhurst 
Just one thing for you to do now 
Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned letter is 
all that it takes, to arrange a free home visit for you to 
choose from over 997 carpets and vinyls, from 11 top 
manufacturers, always in stock whichever carpet you 
need for your home they have a range of quality and 
prices including the least and the most expensive and 
finally rid yourself of your old carpets that you've been 
thinking of changing for years and do it the stress-less 
way, and for the same price as fitting in an empty 
room. With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 
e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Ptowd n»cmben</ 


Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 420 feedbacks Checkat 

+ " Where reputation matters 



HOLIDAY HIGHLIGHTS 


05 MAY 18 
31 MAY 18 
01 JUN 18 
14JUN 18 
08JUL18 
30JUL18 
10 AUG 18 
30 AUG 18 
09 SEP 18 
28 SEP 18 


Evian & Lake Geneva 

8 Days 

£859 

Romantic Journeys of Northumbria 

5 Days 

£449 

Fashionable Antwerp, Belgium 

4 Days 

£359 

Isle of Man 

7 Days 

£799 

Lewis & Skye, A Hebridean Experience 

8 Days 

£989 

Loire Valley 

5 Days 

£689 

A Punt Along The Cam 

3 Days 

£259 

Gloucester Wines & Worcester Wares 

4 Days 

£349 

Tales of Tipperary & River Cruise 

7 Days 

£699 

The Vibrant Venetian Riviera 

10 Days 

£949 


Lucketts 


01329 237000 www.lucketts.co.uk holidays@lucketts.co.uk H f 
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]' APPLE RESIN DRIVEWAYS 


THE PERFECT SPACE IN 
YOUR GARDEN 


DOORS 


CONSERVATORIES 


FASCIAS & SOFFITS 


DRIVEWAYS 


VISIT OUR SHOWSITE 

Hamilton Business Park 
Botley Road, Hedge End 

Showsites also across the South 


www.applehomeimprovements.com 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS 


0% Finance subject to terms and conditions. Limited period offer. Licenced credit broker: Apple Conservatories, 397 Aviation Business Park, 


i International Airport, Christchurch, Dorset BH23 6NW. 


/ APPLE’S MEW >3 

Bi-Eco A 

LTrlple6' az * n ®/ 


5 YEARS 

FREE CREDIT 

ON WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES, 

DRIVEWAYS, HEATING, BOILERS AND IHEBMALODGE 

PLUS GUARANTEED FITTING 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS! 


Expertly laid by hand for a durable seamless finish. 
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Michael Carberry 
career statistics 

OVERALL 

First-class 
Matches: 204 
Runs: 13,675 
Average: 41.18 
Hundreds: 35 
Half-centuries: 66 
HS: 300* 

Catches: 93 
Wickets: 17 (at 63.17) 

One-day 

Matches: 171 
Runs: 4,659 
Average: 42.35 
Hundreds: 6 
Half-centuries: 34 
HS: 150* 

Catches: 62 
Wickets: 11 (at 27.00) 

T20 

Matches: 146 
Runs: 3720 
Average: 31.00 
Strike rate: 124.41 
HS: 100* 

Hundreds: 1 
Half-centuries: 29 
Catches: 48 
Wickets: 1-19 

FOR HAMPSHIRE 
First-class 

Matches: 147 
Runs: 10,277 

Average: 42.64 
Half-centuries: 

Centuries: 28 
Highest score: 300* 
Catches: 60 
Wickets: 13 (at 62.8) 

BB: 2-85 



T20 

Matches: 112 
Runs: 3,066 
Average: 31.28 
Half-centuries: 28 
Centuries: 1 
Catches: 38 

One-day 

Matches: 111 
Runs: 3,519 
Average: 38.67 
Half-centuries 27 
Centuries 5 
Catches: 39 
Wickets: 7 (at 34.42) 

FOR ENGLAND 

Tests: 6 
Runs: 345 
Average: 28.75 
Half centuries: 1 
HS: 60 

ODIs: 6 

Runs: 114 
Average: 19.00 
Strike rate: 63.33 
Catches: 2 

T20 Internationals: 1 

(v Sri Lanka, The Oval, 2014) 
Runs: 7 
Average: 7 
HS: 7 


HANTS CRICKET 







Thanks for all the 


Simon f, J| 
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AFTER a glittering Hampshire 
career that yielded five trophies 
and countless memories, Michael 
Carberry is now focused on the 
next chapter of his career. 

Hampshire’s loss is Leicester¬ 
shire’s gain. But Carberry’s 12 
seasons with Hampshire included 
the best form of his career so he 
will always be remembered fond¬ 
ly on the south coast. 

Carberry made no fewer than 
16,862 runs for Hampshire in all 
formats, including 34 centuries 
and 10,277 in first-class competi¬ 
tion. 

An outstanding fielder, he also 
took 137 catches in his 370 match¬ 
es for Hampshire. 

But the statistics do not do jus¬ 
tice to his formidable character, 
which helped him recover from 
the blood clots on his lungs dis¬ 
covered in November 2010 and the 
cancerous tumour diagnosed last 
year with astonishing resilience. 

Here are ten of Michael Alexan¬ 
der Carberry’s best matches for 
Hampshire. 

192* v WARWICKSHIRE 

ROSE BOWL, JULY 2007 
(COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP) 

Carberry battled through long 
periods of cramp to register what 
was a career-best score to lead 
Hampshire to a dramatic last- 
over win. 

He faced 281 balls, hitting 24 
fours and a six in scoring 58 per 
cent of Hampshire’s runs as 
Shane Warne’s side climbed to 
within 13 points of leaders York¬ 
shire. 

An early Hampshire declara¬ 
tion and the forfeiting of War¬ 
wickshire’s second innings gave 
the home side a target of 331 after 
two days of rain. 

Hampshire manager Paul Terry 
said: “Carbs played good cricket 
shots, blazing fours even when he 
had cramp. 

“It would have been easy for 
him to give it up but he played a 
special innings.” 

Carberry shared a fourth-wick¬ 
et stand of 117 with Chris Ben- 
ham and an unbroken 86 with 
Dimi Mascarenhas as the hosts 
eased to a five-wicket victory. 

But his cramp was so bad he 
struggled to hold his bat before 
surpassing his previous-best 
Championship score of 112, for 
Kent against Worcestershire 
more than three years earlier. 

Carberry offered just one half¬ 
chance - to Darren Maddy at sec¬ 
ond slip on 65. 

He said: “I had to get through 




Michael Carberry at The Ageas Bowl in 2013 after being told he 
had been selected for England's Ashes tour party. 
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some tough spells early on but, as 
the innings progressed, I started 
to find some rhythm and timing. 

“I’ve suffered from cramp since 
childhood and I had it again in my 
arms, my hands and my mouth. 

“There were times when I 
couldn’t hold the bat so the physio 
worked really hard and my team¬ 
mates were fantastic, they kept 
me going.” 


Carberry accelerated after tea, 
ironically when his cramp was at 
its worst. After reaching 50 from 
92 balls and 100 from 183, he need¬ 
ed just 215 deliveries for his 150. 

“I was delighted to get through,” 
he added. “The batters haven’t 
had as successful a year as we 
would have liked but hopefully 
this win can be the spur we need 
to push for the title.” 


With six overs left, Hampshire 
still needed 44 but Carberry eased 
the tension by pulling a good- 
length delivery from Jimmy An- 
yon, over mid-wicket for his only 
six. Twenty runs were needed off 
the last 18 balls and 14 off the last 
12, but Hampshire won with three 
balls remaining when Tim Groe- 
newald sent down a chest high de¬ 
livery against Carberry that was 
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memories, Carbs 



Above -Michael Carberry 
and Neil McKenzie during 
their 523-run stand against 
Yorkshire. 

Left - Carberry hits out in T20 
action for Hampshire. 

Below - Carberry in Ashes Test 
action in 2013. 


immediately signalled no-ball by 
umpire Rob Bailey. 

At tea, Hampshire needed 168 
from the last 34 overs. “The Twen- 
ty20 Cup has shown us that sort 
of total is gettable,” continued 
Carberry “I had my fair share of 
luck but it was just my day A few 
went to third man but you have 
to ride your luck as an opening 
batsman because it’s never easy 


against the new ball.” 

Warwickshire decided not to 
take the second new ball during 
the last 12 overs. Carberry contin¬ 
ued: “The ball got softer so wasn’t 
travelling as quickly but Warney 
instils it in us to back ourselves 
to the hilt and there was always a 
chance we could win while I was 
out there seeing it well. 

“It was right I didn’t give my 


wicket away with us 40 runs short 
because it would have left us with 
a lot to do.” 

162 & 107 v DURHAM 

BASINGSTOKE, AUGUST 2010 
(COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP) 

A month after scoring 158 
against Kent, Carberry made 
two centuries in a Championship 


game for the second time in his 
career - against a Durham attack 
including Steve Harmison, Ben 
Stokes and Liam Plunkett. 

Carberry shared a record 
second-wicket stand of 314 with 
Michael Lumb as Hampshire 
amassed 421-5d in what turned 
out to be their last game at May’s 
Bounty. 

It is Hampshire’s highest-ever 
partnership at the outground, 
surpassing a stand of 196 between 
John Rice and Mark Nicholas 
against Sussex in 1982. 

Durham replied with 320-7 be¬ 
fore Carberry responded with 107 
out of Hampshire’s 203-5. 

“I had to fight hard on this 
wicket as it was slow, which goes 
against my game,” said Carberry. 
“There was no pace on the ball, 
which made it hard at times, but 
as the ball got softer it became 
easier to score.” 

He ended the season with over 
1,000 Championship runs for the 
third time in his Hampshire ca¬ 
reer -1,221. 

Despite his prolific run scoring 
and Alastair Cook’s poor form at 
the time, Carberry talked down 
his chances of an another Eng¬ 
land opportunity, five months 
after making 30 and 34 in Bangla¬ 
desh on his Test debut. 

“That ship’s sailed,” he said. 
“I’m not ruling it out altogether 
but the way things have panned 
out, I don’t think I’ll be in an Eng¬ 
land shirt - for the time being 
anyway. “England is out of the 
equation, opportunities might 
come round again but I’m relying 
on injuries.” 

Carberry was overlooked when 
Eoin Morgan was handed his de¬ 
but for the opening Test of the 
summer against Bangladesh in 
May. 

“After working hard for 12 years 
to get a Test cap, that was disap¬ 
pointing and it hurt, but life goes 
on,” he said. 

“It’s not the end of the world 
and is not the first disappoint¬ 
ment I’ve had. It’s been like that 
since I was 12. I’ve had to push 
doors down throughout my ca¬ 
reer.” 

300* v YORKSHIRE 

ROSE BOWL, AUGUST 2011 
(COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP) 

In only his third game after 
blood clots were discovered on one 
of his lungs, Carberry compiled 
a staggering 300 not out against 
Yorkshire, a 427-ball chanceless 
epic in which he shared the coun¬ 
ty’s highest-ever partnership; 523 
for the third wicket with Neil Mc¬ 
Kenzie. 

Carberry’s triple century 
spanned eight and-a half hours, 
contained 43 fours and two sixes 
and remains the fifth-highest 
score by a Hampshire player. 

Continued on page 38 


Vince told: 
Prepare for 
bouncers! 

Australia paceman Pat Cummins 
has warned James Vince and the 
rest of the England batsmen to 
expect a barrage of bouncers in the 
Ashes. 

Cummins, a player of genuine 
pace but fragile fitness, intends to 
channel memories of Mitchell 
Johnson, whose relentless short- 
pitched assault fired the Baggy 
Greens to a 5-0 whitewash in 2013- 
14. 

England travel Down Under 
looking to defend the urn, which 
they regained on home turf two 
years ago, but Cummins has given 
an early taster of the hostility they 
will face. 

The 24-year-old has yet to play 
Test cricket on home turf but clearly 
fancies his chances of unsettling the 
tourists’ batsmen when the series 
begins in Brisbane on November 23. 

“(I) hope you practice your 
bouncers because we’ll be bowling a 
lot of them,” was Cummins’ message 
to England at a press conference in 
Sydney. 

“No one really likes it if you’ve got 
real pace and real accuracy, 
especially those kind of guys. They 
play on slower wickets, not as much 
bounce. 

“Trying to make it as different to 
their home conditions as possible 
and normal bouncy, fast wickets and 



James Vince 


short balls are definitely that. 

“Hopefully the wickets have a bit 
of pace and bounce in them, there’s 
nothing like getting your adrenaline 
up and then running in trying to bowl 
short.” 

England could well field an 
inexperienced top five, with Vince, 
Dawid Malan and Mark Stoneman all 
having made fewer than seven Test 
appearances but all in contention 
for a starting place. 

Cummins, who has been rested 
from the T20 series against India to 
prepare for his maiden Ashes, is 
looking to recreate the havoc 
caused by Johnson. 

“To watch Johno do what he did, 
(he) kept the whole morale of the 
side and Australia up against the 
Poms almost single-handedly,” he 
said. “It shows the importance a 
really quick bowler can have. 

“I’d love to play that role. We’re 
lucky that there’s a few of us who 
are all pretty tall and get a bit of 
bounce and like to bowl with a bit of 
pace.” 

Johnson was also happy to engage 
in verbal duels, but that is one area 
Cummins may not be equipped to 
follow suit. 

“I’m not quite quick-witted enough 
to come up with too many sledges 
but hopefully we can show our 
aggression in other ways,” he 
added. 
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Zak's highs 
and lows 


HANTS CRICKET 



FEW players have experienced 
such contrasting fortunes as 
Zak Hardaker, who has been 
provisionally suspended after 
testing positive for a banned 
substance. 

Here, the Sports Pink examines the 
highs and lows in the career of the 
25-year-old, who was dropped by 
Castleford for Saturday’s Grand 
Final and left out of England’s World 
Cup squad. 

THE HIGHS 

• Scored a hat-trick of tries on his 
debut for his home-town club 
Featherstone against Hunslet in 
2010 . 

• Signed a five-year contract with 
Leeds shortly after being named the 
Championship player of the season 
for an outstanding first year with 
Rovers in which he scored 22 tries in 
14 appearances. 

• Scored a try on his Super 
League debut in March 2011 in 
Leeds’ home defeat by St Helens. 

• A tryscorer in Leeds’ Grand Final 
win over St Helens in 2012, he was 
named Super League young player 
of the year and made his England 
debut against Wales at full-back as a 
replacement for an injured Sam 
Tomkins. 

• Named Man of Steel in 2015, 
won a third Super League ring at Old 
Trafford and played full-back in the 
Test series against New Zealand. 



Zak Hardaker 

• Recalled to the England team 
earlier this year for the mid-season 
Test against Samoa in Sydney. 

THE LOWS 

• He was thrown out of the 
England camp during the 2013 World 
Cup as a disciplinary measure and 
warned by his club for a breach of 
their code of conduct. 

• In 2014 he was handed a five- 
match ban for homophobic abuse 
towards a referee during a match 
against Warrington. 

• At the start of the 2015 season, 
after being the subject of a police 
investigation into an assault in the 
city, he was been fined a month’s 
wages by Leeds and sent on an 
anger-management course. 

• He lost his place in the Leeds 
team midway through the 2016 
season and ended the year on loan 
to Penrith Panthers. 

• During his spell in Sydney, he 
spoke about his life spiralling out of 
control and the use of prescription 
drugs. 

• He was dropped by Castleford 
48 hours before the club’s maiden 
Grand Final and then provisionally 
suspended by the RFL after it 
received notification from UK Anti- 
Doping that he had tested positive 
for a banned substance following a 
Super 8s game against Leeds on 
September 8. 


Carberry's best 


From page 37 

He and McKenzie’s alliance 
shattered the county’s previ¬ 
ous record stand of 411 between 
Teddy Wynyard and Robert Poore 
way back in 1899. 

It was only 32 runs shy of Eng¬ 
lish cricket’s highest partnership 
(the 555 between Yorkshire leg¬ 
ends Percy Holmes and Herbert 
Sutcliffe in 1932). 

McKenzie, whose contribution 
was 237 off 412 balls (25 fours, 
two sixes), said: “You don’t get 
involved in these partnerships 
too often and sharing one with 
Michael Carberry after what he’s 
been through was really special. 

“He’s got this saying of Gra¬ 
ham Gooch’s - “you never have 
enough” - and that was the theme 
for the last couple of hours. Carbs 
is one of the hardest workers I 
know and to achieve what he’s 
done is magnificent.” 

Their partnership was the ninth 
highest in first-class history and 
the second highest for the third 
wicket ever. 

It easily surpassed the County 
Championship’s previous third- 
wicket record - Graeme Hick 
and Tom Moody’s unbroken 438 
against Hampshire at Northlands 
Rd in 1997 - and at the time was 
also the ninth highest in the his¬ 
tory of the game - 101 short of 
the 624 shared by Mahela Jaya- 
wardene and Kumar Sangakkara 
for Sri Lanka against South Af¬ 
rica in Colombo in 2006. 

Less than a month later, Car- 
berry took part in another huge 
stand, contributing 182 to a 373- 
run partnership with Jimmy Ad¬ 
ams against Somerset at Taunton. 

127 & 120 v 
WORCESTERSHIRE 

KIDDERMINSTER, SEPTEM¬ 
BER 2007 (COUNTY CHAMPION¬ 
SHIP) 

Wearing a black armband in 
memory of his grandfather Clar¬ 
ence, who died of cancer in Bar¬ 
bados on the eve of this game, 
Carberry became the eighth 
Hampshire batsman to score two 
centuries in a County Champion¬ 
ship match, a month after hitting 
116 against the same opponents in 
a low-scoring game at The Ageas 
Bowl. 

Carberry followed his first-in¬ 
nings 127 with 120 as Hampshire 
romped home by 294 runs at Kid¬ 
derminster, which was hosting 
the game due to flooding at New 
Road. 

After making a century on day 
one, he said: “It was an emotional 
day for me. I never met my grand¬ 
father but he’s always been a 
phone call away and has followed 
my career from the Caribbean. 

“He’s been ill for a while but it 
was good to get the hundred. It’s 



dedicated to him.” 

Hampshire made 444 in their 
first innings before securing 
a first-innings lead of 155, but 
Shane Warne decided against en¬ 
forcing the follow-on. 

Carberry and Michael Brown 
responded with an opening stand 
of 199 in 47 overs. 

It bettered the 113 shared by 
Gordon Greenidge and Barry 


Richards in Hampshire’s previ¬ 
ous visit to Kidderminster in 
1971. 

Carberry missed the start of 
the season through injury but left 
Kidderminster with his fourth 
hundreds in seven matches. 

A few weeks later, Carberry 
ended his season with an unbeat¬ 
en 113 against Yorkshire in what 
was Shane Warne’s last appear¬ 


ance for Hampshire, taking him 
past 1,000 Championship runs in 
a season for the first time. 

204 v WARWICKSHIRE 

ROSE BOWL, JULY 2009 
(COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP) 

This was Carberry’s third cen¬ 
tury in as many matches - and his 
first double. 
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Hants innings 



It came from only 270 balls (28 
fours, one six) and formed the 
foundation of Hampshire’s 505 in 
reply to Warwickshire’s 484-7dec. 

“Nailing hundreds is what 
I’ve been searching for, it’s been 
drummed into me from an early 
age to cash in after getting in a 
run of form and I’ve had a good 
time of it,” he said. 

“I’m loving it at the moment 


and hopefully it will continue for 
the rest of the season. 

“I owe the boys some runs after 
last season and have made some 
slight changes which are more 
mental than anything. I’ve also 
worked on a few technical things 
with [batting coach] Tony Middle- 
ton. 

“I don’t just want to be a good 
first-class batsman, I want to 


dominate and get my name in the 
England fold so I’ve looked at the 
best batsmen in the world, guys 
like [Ricky] Ponting and [Kevin] 
Pietersen, and the areas they 
score in and how they put bowlers 
under pressure. 

“I started the season ok but in 
the last couple of games I’ve tried 
to free myself up. If the ball is 
there to hit I’ve tried to hit it and 


go with flow. 

“I’m trying to take each ball as 
it comes and not get too carried 
away but at the same time keep 
my aggressive nature.” 

Carberry’s run of form has 
coincided with the arrival of 
former England coach Duncan 
Fletcher as Hampshire’s coach¬ 
ing consultant. “He’s glad I’m 
trying to improve at the age I’m at 
and it’s been good working with 
him, especially as he’s worked 
with [Marcus] Trescothick and 
[Andrew] Strauss so knows about 
opening as a left hander,” contin¬ 
ued Carberry, who put on 261 for 
the first wicket with Jimmy Ad¬ 
ams - the biggest of the pair’s four 
century stands so far that season. 

“A lot of credit has got to go to 
Jimmy, he was fantastic and kept 
me going. He reined me in nicely 
when I may have been a bit loose 
and deserved a hundred - but his 
90 was worth 120.” 

It proved to be a memorable 
week for Carberry as Hampshire 
beat Sussex in the Friends Provi¬ 
dent Trophy final the next day. 
He finished the season with 1,251 
Championship runs - a new per¬ 
sonal-best. 

100* v LANCASHIRE 

AGEAS BOWL, AUGUST 2013 
(T20 BLAST QUARTER-FINAL) 

Carberry followed his unbeaten 
150 against Lancashire in May 
with his first century in the short¬ 
est format as Hampshire won a 
thrilling quarter-final by just one 
run to secure their place at Finals 
Day for a fourth successive sea¬ 
son. 

He ended this epic by scram¬ 
bling two off the last ball of the 
innings to join Michael Lumb and 
Jimmy Adams as Hampshire’s 
third t20 centurion, laying the 
cornerstone as Dimi Mascaren- 
has’s side amassed 202-3 after los¬ 
ing the toss. 

After sharing 110 during the 
opening ten overs with Vince, 
who also excoriated the Lanca¬ 
shire attack with a two-a-ball 60, 
Carberry made inexorable pro¬ 
gress to his 66-ball 100 (11 fours, 
three sixes). 

Lancashire had never conceded 
so many before but were sensa¬ 
tional in reply, before finishing 
on 202-4. 

Carberry said: “This has capped 
off a good tournament for me but 
Lancashire made a really good 
fist of it. 

“Vincey played beautifully, he 
allowed me to take my time and 
start opening my shoulders. We 
gave the team a fantastic launch- 
pad.” 

125 v WORCESTERSHIRE 

NEW ROAD, JUNE 2014 (COUN¬ 
TY CHAMPIONSHIP) 

This may have been in division 
two but it was crucial to Hamp¬ 
shire going up as champions. 

Continued on page 40 


Sporting 

excuses 


Scotland boss Gordon Strachan 
said it was a question of genetics 
after his team’s World Cup hopes 
were killed off on Sunday. 

Strachan suggested his team had 
paid the price for being smaller than 
their rivals, as their long wait for 
another appearance at a major 
tournament was extended. 

Here is a look at other sporting 
excuses. 

GREY KIT 

Losing 3-0 at half-time to Saints at 
The Dell in 1996, Alex Ferguson 
ordered his players to change out of 
their grey strip because they could 
not see each other properly. United 
came out for the second half 
wearing blue and white and did 
improve, although they still lost 3-1. 
The grey kit was swiftly discarded. 

TIGHT JOCKSTRAP 

Zambian tennis player Lighton 
Ndefwayl was in no mood to be 
graceful in defeat after losing to 
compatriot Musumba Bwayla in a 
local tournament in 1992. He 
reputedly said: “Bwayla is a stupid 
man and a hopeless player. He has a 
huge nose and is cross-eyed. Girls 
hate him. He beat me because my 
jockstrap was too tight and because 
when he serves he farts, and that 
made me lose my concentration.” 

PLAYSTATION 

Former England goalkeeper David 
James earned the nickname 
‘Calamity James’ during his time at 
Liverpool after a series of gaffes. 
The problem was easily identified by 
the keeper, who said he had spent 



Gordon Strachan. 

too much time playing Tekken II and 
Tomb Raider on his Playstation. 

KIWIS POISONED 

South Africa claimed an historic 
Rugby World Cup final victory over 
the All Blacks on home soil in 1995, 
the image of Nelson Mandela, in a 
Springbok shirt, handing the trophy 
to captain Francois Pienaar an 
iconic moment in sport. New 
Zealand, though, revealed many of 
their players had suffered food 
poisoning ahead of the game and 
put the blame on a mysterious 
waitress named Suzie. 

UKRAINE CROAK 

When Ukraine were beaten 4-0 by 
Spain in their opening game of the 
2006 World Cup, it was not their 
inability to contain Fernando Torres 
and David Villa which was 
responsible, but the noise of the 
frogs outside the team’s hotel in 
Potsdam. ‘’Because of the frogs’ 
croaking we hardly got a wink of 
sleep,” defender Vladislav Vashchuk 
said. 

TIGHT FIT 

Sri Lanka’s cricketers blamed their 
defeat against Pakistan in the 2001 
ICC Champions Trophy final on their 
tight clothes, which they claimed 
were too small and restricted 
movement and mobility. 
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The biggest 
innings wins 
of all time 


South Africa recorded one of the 
most comprehensive Test victories 
in their history as they thrashed 
Bangladesh by an innings and 
254 runs inside three days in 
Bloemfontein to seal a 2-0 series 
win. 

After the Proteas had run up a 
formidable 573 for four declared, 
Bangladesh were skittled for 147 in 
their first innings before being 
dismissed for 172 after being asked 
to follow-on. 

This was the biggest innings 
victory South Africa have managed 
in Tests, and the 16th biggest of all 
time by any nation. 

South Africa paceman Kagiso 
Rabada was the star of the show as 
the tourists were bowled out twice in 
under 86 overs, taking five-wicket 
hauls in both innings to finish with 
overall figures of 10 for 63 and take 
the man of the match award. 

In the process, the 22-year-old also 
reached 100 Test-match wickets in 
what was only his 22nd appearance 
in the format. 

Rabada is also the leading Test 
wicket-taker in 2017 with 54 
dismissals. 

Biggest Test wins by an innings ... 

Innings and 579 runs 



Len Hutton. 

They say records are there to be 
broken, but surely this one will stay 
for ever. 

Back at The Oval in 1938, England 
rattled up an improbable 903-7 en 
route to an innings and 579-run win 
over Australia. 

Len Hutton scored a then Test 
record 364, which remains England’s 
highest ever individual score, while 
Maurice Leyland was run out for 187 
and Joe Hardtstaff was 169 not out 
batting at No 7. 

In reply, Australia were routed for 
201 and 123. It should be noted, 
though, that both skipper Don 
Bradman and Jack Fingleton were 
unable to bat in either innings due to 
injuries. 

Innings and 360 runs 

Australia crushed South Africa in 
Johannesburg in February 2002 
after a remarkable performance 
from Adam Gilchrist. 

Opener Matt Hayden had already 
hit 122 by the Gilchrist marched to 
the wicket at No 7 with Australia 293- 
5. 

He promptly blasted an 
undefeated 204, putting on 317 for 
the sixth wicket with Damien Martyn 
as the Aussies posted 642-7 
declared. 

In reply, the hosts were skittled for 
159 and 133, Glenn McGrath (5-21) 
and Shane Warne (4-44) starring in 
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Carbs punishes 



From page 39 

Carberry scored 125 to ensure 
Hampshire did not lose after fol¬ 
lowing on 183 behind against 
Worcestershire. 

Both sides would be promoted, 
but Hampshire pipped Worcester¬ 
shire to the title by three points 
thanks partly to Carberry’s hero¬ 
ics against their nearest rivals. 

Had Hampshire lost this match 
they would also have missed out 
on promotion as Essex were only 
11 points behind in third place. 

Carberry batted for nearly five 
hours on the final day before he 
was lbw to Joe Leach for 125, with 
Hampshire 272-5. 

Hands were shaken on a draw 
14 overs later and Hampshire 
clinched the title at Cardiff on the 
season’s final day 

150* v LANCASHIRE 

AGEAS BOWL, MAY 2013 (YB 
40 LEAGUE) 

Carberry’s career-best List A 
innings was televised live by Sky 
Sports and guided Hampshire to 
their 245-run target with six overs 
and nine wickets to spare. 

He faced only 115 balls after 
reaching his century from 77. 

One of his five sixes dented the 
Sky Sports truck stationed sev¬ 
eral metres back from the mid¬ 
wicket boundary 

“Apparently I’m getting the 
invoice later on!” laughed Car¬ 
berry, who also sent a jabbed 
pull against Oliver Newby skid¬ 
ding into the seats at mid-wicket 
before pulling Kyle Hogg for his 
third maximum. 

You could see what the fifth hun¬ 
dred of Carberry’s one-day career 
meant to him as he punched the 
air emphatically upon reach¬ 
ing three figures, a landmark he 
passed with his 13th four. 

A final maximum, pulled high 
against White over the long 
boundary at backward square- 
leg, put Hampshire in sight. 

Then he drilled the winning 
runs through extra cover to join 
boyhood hero Gordon Greenidge 
as one of only two Hampshire 
players to reach 150 against Lan¬ 
cashire in one-day competition. 

Carberry has worked hard on 
his one-day game over the winter 
and it reaped dividends. 

This was the best performance 
of his one-day career. 

Jimmy Adams, who contrib¬ 
uted an unbeaten 66 from 61 balls, 
was content to bat at a relatively 
pedestrian pace during the un¬ 
broken 223-run stand with his fel¬ 
low southpaw. 

Afterwards Carberry spoke of 
his England prospects following 
a recent England Lions call-up at 
the age of 33. 

“I may not get the chance again 
and I do realise the clock is tick- 



hundred at Lord’s is even more 
memorable because it’s such a 
hallowed place. 

“I’d played here once before but 
can only remember being here 
one other time - when I was 12th 
man for Surrey.” 

Carberry’s ton came as a relief 
to the 25 year-old after two recent 
ducks against his former Kent 
teammates. 

“It was great to get some runs 
after my nightmare against Kent 
and the Middlesex players let me 
know about it when I was on 99 so 
it was good to get there. 

“They bowled really well and 


ing, but I’d like to make the tran¬ 
sition from being in the Lions to 
being back where I was in 2010,” 
he added. 

“But there are a lot of good 
young players out there.” 

104 v MIDDLESEX 

LORD’S, AUGUST2006 (CHAM¬ 


PIONSHIP) 

Carberry’s only century at the 
home of cricket was his second 
for Hampshire and came towards 
the end of his first season with 
the county. 

“I’m thrilled,” he said. 

“A first-class hundred anywhere 
is special but for a batter to get a 
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Lancashire 



Michael Carberry shows off the 
CB40 Trophy after Hampshire's 
victory at Lord's in 2012. 

Right - saluting his pre season 
century against Cardiff MCCU 
last April, his last hundred for 


made me work hard for my runs.” 

Carberry’s ton helped Hamp¬ 
shire post 402-7 declared in reply 
to Middlesex’s 422. 

He reached it by driving Scott 
Styris to the cover boundary, at 
the end of the second day’s penul¬ 
timate over. 

At the time it was his highest 
score for Hampshire and he leapt 
for joy and punched the air in cel¬ 
ebration. 

It was not his most fluent in¬ 
nings. Twice he was dropped - 
low down by Owais Shah at first 
slip when he had made 21 and by 
Ed Joyce at gully on 23. 


But he knuckled down to put 
on 134 for the second wicket with 
John Crawley. 

When he reached 99 he was 
bounced by Middlesex’s seamers, 
who were quick to remind him 
that he fell one run short of a cen¬ 
tury against Yorkshire only two 
weeks earlier. 

So his relief at stroking his last 
ball of the day through the covers 
for his 17th four was understand¬ 
able. 

Carberry reached his hundred 
from 226 balls. 

The match descended into farce 
as Shane Warne stationed field¬ 


ers, including Carberry, outside 
the boundary in a bid to encour¬ 
age a declaration. 

It ended with a tense run chase. 
Middlesex declared on 309-4, set¬ 
ting Hampshire 330 to win. The 
visitors closed on 283-7. 

90 v MIDDLESEX 

ROSE BOWL, JUNE 2006 (T20 
CUP SOUTH DIVISION) 

In only his second T20 match for 
Hampshire, Carberry hit 90 off 
59 balls (seven fours, two sixes) 
as the county posted 225-2 - their 
highest T20 total at the time - in 



front of an 8,000-plus home crowd. 

Man-of-the-match Carberry 
put on a recordl22 in less than 
12 overs for the first wicket with 
rookie Mitchell Stokes and 90 
runs from 43 balls with Dominic 
Thornely before he was caught in 
the covers in the final over. 

This remains the second-high¬ 
est T20 score of his career and 
helped a young Hampshire side 
bounce back after losing their 
opening match against Sussex. 

Hampshire’s 225-2 remained the 
county’s highest total for 11 years 
before the Shahid Afridi-inspired 
249 in this year’s quarter-final 
against Derbyshire. 

Carberry was so dehydrated 
after his knock that he was re¬ 
placed in the field by Jimmy Ad¬ 
ams as Hampshire completed a 
59-run victory. 

“We’re not far away from some¬ 
thing really special,” he said af¬ 
terwards. 

“We’re all hungry to do well so 
other teams better watch out be¬ 
cause we can do a lot of damage. 

“What we did against Middlesex 
doesn’t surprise me because 
Hampshire have a lot of good 
young cricketers.” 

This innings pipped Carberry’s 
brilliant last half-century for 
Hampshire - his 77 against Mid¬ 
dlesex in this season’s T20 Blast 
three months ago - into our top 
ten. 

On July 14, exactly a year after 
announcing his cancer diagnosis, 
Carberry hit his highest T20 Blast 
score for three years. 

His 45-ball 77, his highest T20 
score in any competition since 
the 2014/15 Big Bash and helped 
Hampshire make it three wins 
out of three in front of a 9,000- 
plus Ageas Bowl crowd. 

Carberry rolled back the years 
in style. 

Umpire Nigel Cowley was up¬ 
ended by one of his four fours and 
the first of his five sixes hit a win¬ 
dow on the first floor of the pavil¬ 
ion as Hampshire made 189-8. 

Carberry put on 58 in six overs 
with Rileee Rossouw and was 
finally bowled in the final over 
immediately after driving James 
Franklin for his fifth six. 

He later produced a stunning 
catch at deep point to get rid of 
Paul Stirling before running in 30 
yards from the cover boundary to 
take a sliding catch that account¬ 
ed for Ryan Higgins. 

It proved to be a final hurrah 
from a Hampshire legend. 


from facing page 

Innings and 336 runs 

The West Indies hammered 
India in Calcutta in January 
1959. 

Rohan Kanhai struck a 
magnificent 256 and Garry 
Sobers an unbeaten 106 as 
the Windies posted 614-5 
declared. 

With Roy Gilchrist bagging 
3-18 and 6-55, India were 
hustled out for 124 and 154. 

Innings and 332 runs 

In the days of six-day 
Tests, Australia thrashed 
England in December 1946 at 
Brisbane. 

Don Bradman (187) and 
Lindsay Hassett (128) 
provided the foundations for 
Australia’s 654 all out total. 

Keith Miller took 7-60 as 
England were routed for 131. 
Following on, they were then 
all out for 172. 

Innings and 324 runs 

Inzamam-ul-Haq compiled 
329 as Pakistan humiliated 
New Zealand in Lahore in 
May 2002. After the hosts had 
posted 643, Shoaib Akhtar 
bagged an eye-catching 6-11 
as the Kiwis were shot out 
for just 73. Unsurprisingly 
asked to follow on, this time 



Garry Sobers. 


they managed 246. 

Innings and 322 runs 

Another embarrassment 
for New Zealand, and this 
time inflicted on home soil 
by the West Indies at Basin 
Reserve in Wellington. 

Jimmy Adams (151), 

Brian Lara (147) and Junior 
Murray (101 no) all filled 
their boots as the Windies 
posted 665-5 in February 1995. 

Courtney Walsh then took 
centre stage, taking 7-37 and 
6-18 - match figures of 13-55! - 
as the Kiwis were dismissed 
for 216 and 122. 

Innings and 310 runs 

Replying to Bangladesh’s 
139 all out total in Dhaka, the 
West Indies posted 536. Only 
Ramnaresh Sarwan reached 
three figures (119), though 
Ridley Jacobs was 91 not out. 

Jermaine Lawson sparked 
a phenomenal Bangladesh 
collapse in their second 
innings. After reaching 80-3, 
they lost their last seven 
wickets for just seven runs. 

Lawson ended with 6-3. 
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Wales v the 
Republic - 
what we 
learned 


The Republic of Ireland edged their 
way into the World Cup play-off 
lottery after a priceless 1-0 victory 
in Cardiff which ended Wales’ 
hopes of making it to Russia. 

Here, the Sports Pink takes a look 
at what we learned from a game 
which left to two nations with 
conflicting emotions. 

O'NEILL KNOWS 
WHAT HE IS DOING 

There was a degree of outrage 
from certain quarters in Ireland 
when manager Martin O’Neill did not 
name playmaker Wes Hoolahan, 
arguably the most creative player in 
his squad, in the starting line-up at 
the Cardiff City Stadium. But the 
vastly-experienced Republic boss 
knew it was not a night for 35-year- 
old legs from the start - and 
ultimately not at all - as his game- 
plan to frustrate Wales and then hit 
them on the counter proved 
decisive. O’Neill has had a happy 
knack during his time with Ireland of 
getting a result when he needs one, 
and that will not be lost on the 
Republic’s potential play-off 
opponents. 

DUFFY'S DREAM 


Shane Duffy has had an interesting 



Shane Duffy 

career to date. As a teenager, he 
suffered a life-threatening injury 
while training with Ireland and 
underwent emergency surgery to 
repair his lacerated liver. Later 
released by Everton, he revived his 
career on loan with Yeovil before 
easing his way back into the Premier 
League with Brighton via Blackburn. 
On Monday evening, he was a 
colossus as Wales rained high balls 
into the penalty area at a ground 
where he once scored two own 
goals and was sent off in the same 
match playing for Rovers against 
Cardiff, justifying his recent 
emergence on to the international 
stage. 

COLEMAN TALKS 
CRUCIAL 

Chris Coleman was adamant after 
Euro 2016 that the 2018 World Cup 
campaign would be his last in 
charge of Wales. But Coleman’s 
stance appears to have softened 
over the last 12 months and there is 
a feeling that he could be persuaded 
to stay on for Euro 2020. Working 
with the talented youngsters 
breaking through is known to appeal 
to Coleman and Gareth Bale, Aaron 
Ramsey and Joe Allen will arguably 
be at their peak in the next 
campaign. 

Continued on facing page 
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Great moments 




IT WAS where Hampshire clinched 
the 1973 County Championship tri¬ 
umph - but Dean Park has hosted its 
last competitive match, if new plans 
for the site are approved. 

Hampshire last played at the 
Bournemouth ground in 1992. 

It has since hosted the likes of Dor¬ 
set CCC, Bournemouth University 
and Hampshire League teams Parley 
CC and Suttoners CC. 

But Dean Park Cricket Ltd, the 
site’s owners since 2014, plan to in¬ 
stall three 3G pitches there having 
converted the Grade II listed pavil¬ 
ion into the Dean Park Day Nursery 
last year. 

Here are eight of Dean Park’s most 
memorable matches. 

HAMPSHIRE 178 & 242 BEAT 
SOMERSET 293 & 118 BY NINE 
RUNS, COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP, 
JULY 1898. 

The first of the 315 County Cham¬ 
pionship matches to be played at 
Dean Park (to put that in context, 
the Ageas Bowl has hosted 132) was 
a veritable thriller. 

Despite 57 from opener Robert 
Poore, Hampshire were 115 runs be¬ 
hind after the first innings. 

They were still 31 in arrears when 
they were reduced to 84-6 in their 
second innings. But the lower order 
gave them hope, setting Somerset 128 
to win. 

Lyndhurst-born opening bowler 
Edward Tate responded with 8-51 to 
secure a dramatic win. 

ENGLAND XI 229 & 201 LOST 
TO AUSTRALIA 272 & 159 BY ONE 
WICKET, SEPTEMBER 1905 

The England XI was captained by 
the great WG Grace, but he made just 
2 and 22 as his side lost this thriller. 

Legendary Australian Victor 
Trumper made 52, the highest score 
of the match as Australia secured a 
43-run first-innings lead, despite the 
best efforts of England’s new-ball 
pair Len Braund (5-79) and Sam Har- 
greave (4-74). 

Edward Arnold also scored 52 and 
Hampshire’s Charles Llewellyn 50 as 
England made 201 in their second in¬ 
nings - setting Australia 159 to win. 

The tourists were well on course at 
40-0 but Trumper’s dismissal for 30 
was the start of a dramatic collapse. 

Left-armer Hargreave responded 
with 6-76 to finish with 10-150 and 
the scores were level when Australia 
were reduced to 158-9. 

Both not out batsmen remained on 
0 as Australia eked home with a bye. 

HAMPSHIRE 509 BEAT WAR¬ 
WICKSHIRE 185 & 181 (f/o) BY AN 
INNINGS AND 143 RUNS, COUNTY 
CHAMPIONSHIP, JULY 1937. 

Dick Moore made an incredible 
316, the highest-ever individual score 
by a Hampshire player. He batted for 
more than six hours, hitting 43 fours 
and three sixes. 

He dominated his 108-run opening 
partnership with Neil McCorkell. 

And after Hampshire collapsed 


from 427-3, losing their last seven 
wicket for 82 runs, he took a catch 
in each innings as Warwickshire 
folded. 

Opening bowler Lofty Herman (5- 
42) and left-arm seamer Len Creese 
(7-85) were Hampshire’s stars with 
the ball. 

Moore’s 316 surpassed Robert 
Poore’s 304 against Somerset in 1899 
as Hampshire’s highest individual 
innings. 


John Crawley (twice) and Michael 
Carberry are the only other Hamp¬ 
shire players to have hit triple tons. 

HAMPSHIRE 308 & 295-6 DREW 
WITH YORKSHIRE 464-5dec, COUN¬ 
TY CHAMPIONSHIP, SEPTEMBER 
1947). 

This match was notable for a dou¬ 
ble century by the great Len Hutton. 

Opening the batting, the England 


legend made 270 in six hours as 
Yorkshire secured a big first-innings 
lead. 

Bob Herman took three wickets 
as Yorkshire were reduced to 148-4, 
but Hutton responded by putting on 
273 with England teammate Norman 
Yardley, Dean Park’s highest first- 
class partnership by a visiting team. 

Famously, Hutton scored Eng¬ 
land’s highest-ever individual score - 
364 for against Australia in 1938 - but 
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at Dean Park 




Hampshire players celebrate the 
county's last Championship title in 
the Dean Park changing rooms in 
1973. Below - cricket at Dean Park in 
more recent times. 










his 270 at Dean Park remained his 
highest post-war score for county or 
country until his retirement in 1960. 

HAMPSHIRE 174-3 BEAT SUR¬ 
REY 173 BY SEVEN WICKETS, 
GILLETTE CUP QUARTER-FINAL, 
JUNE 1966 

The first of Hampshire’s three 
Dean Park quarter-finals was memo¬ 
rable for it being their only win in a 


knockout match there. 

Butch White, Bob Cottam and 
Jimmy Gray all took three wickets 
as Surrey were bowled out for 173, 
despite the best efforts of the great 
Ken Barrington (46) and John Edrich 
(37). 

Hampshire captain Roy Marshall 
responded with 85, sharing an open¬ 
ing stand of 128 with Barry Reed (46) 
as the home side reached their target 
with 17 of their 60 overs to spare. 


Seven weeks later, Hampshire 
were thrashed by 99 runs against 
Worcestershire in the semi-final at 
New Road. 

They lost their two other quarter¬ 
finals at Dean Park to Warwickshire 
and Lancashire, in 1968 and 1972. 

HAMPSHIRE 263 & 208 BEAT 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 127 & 49 BY 
295 RUNS, COUNTY CHAMPION¬ 
SHIP, AUGUST 25-28 1973. 


Hampshire took a giant stride to¬ 
wards winning their second County 
Championship title when they beat a 
bottom-of-the-table N ottinghamshire 
side including England legend Derek 
Randall. 

It was one of the few matches in 
which Barry Richards and Gordon 
Greenidge failed to register an open¬ 
ing partnership of 50-plus in either 
innings. 

But Greenidge held four catches 
after Mike Taylor made 49 in Hamp¬ 
shire’s, with slow left-armer David 
O’Sullivan taking a career-best 6-26 
to secure a first-innings lead of 136. 

Hampshire captain Richard Gil- 
liat then made 56 before his declara¬ 
tion set Notts 345 to win, with Taylor 
unbeaten on 37 against his former 
county. 

New Zealander O’Sullivan re¬ 
sponded with 5-15 to finish with 
match figures of 11-141 in just 28.5 
overs, while Peter Sainsbury’s five 
wickets cost just 11 runs. 

HAMPSHIRE 307 & 190-5 BEAT 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 204 & 290- 
9dec BY FIVE WICKETS, COUNTY 
CHAMPIONSHIP, AUGUST 29-31 
1973. 

Hampshire clinched their second 
and most recent County Champi¬ 
onship title midway through this 
match. 

This is how the 1974 Hampshire 
Handbook chronicled the game: “It 
was 4pm on the second day at 225-5 
in the 65th over of their first innings 
as the fifth batting point - plus five 
for bowling - put Hampshire beyond 
reach of any other side. 

“Three interruptions for rain and 
some tremendous bowling by [Mike] 
Taylor (7-53) limited Gloucester¬ 
shire’s first innings. 

“[Gordon] Greenidge led Hamp¬ 
shire’s reply with 96 in two hours (14 
fours and a six) and O’Sullivan (39) 
hit three sixes to provide a lead of 
103. 

“Sadiq Mohammad’s 170 in five- 
and-a-half hours delayed Hampshire 
but Gloucestershire declared to set 
Hampshire 187 in just under two 
hours. Greenidge [65] and Gilliat [48] 
and later Trevor Jesty [33no] took 
Hampshire through as they went 
boldly for their runs. 

GLAMORGAN 333-4 BEAT DOR¬ 
SET 194 BY 139 RUNS, NATWEST 
TROPHY THIRD ROUND, 2000 

The highest List A total ever made 
at Dean Park was memorable for fea¬ 
turing a Keith Newell six that landed 
on Robert Croft’s car. 

While Aussie Matthew Elliott and 
Newell put on 246 for the first wicket, 
which remains a one-day record for 
Glamorgan - Croft went to the press 
box to make a few personal calls. 

He had only just left when Newell’s 
first six crashed through the press 
box roof and landed in the empty 
seat. 

Shortly afterwards, Newell’s third 
six headed for the car park, where it 
smashed the rear window of an Audi 
190 Turbo. 

The livery ‘Robert Croft, Glamor¬ 
gan & England’ revealing its owner. 

Croft, who had been recalled to 
England’s one-day squad the previ¬ 
ous day, later revealed he welcomed 
Newell back to the pavilion with “a 
slap on the head”. 

Glamorgan were also the last 
county to play at Dean Park, suffer¬ 
ing a surprise Clydesdale Bank 40 
defeat to the Unicorns, a team made 
up of club players, in 2010. 


From facing page 

There is also the possibility 
of Wales being a host nation 
at Euro 2020 and players and 
fans alike would welcome 
him staying on. Talks are 
planned before a November 
friendly. 

YOUNG GUNS 
OFFER HOPE 

The exciting emergence of 
a crop of youngsters gives 
Wales the belief that their 
success at Euro 2016 was not 
a one-off. Liverpool teenager 
Ben Woodburn is the most 
obvious example of that after 
featuring in the final four 
World Cup qualifiers from 
the bench. 

Derby winger Tom 
Lawrence also left his mark 
on the World Cup campaign 
and 17-year-old defender 
Ethan Ampadu has already 
made his first-team debut at 
Chelsea following a summer 
move from Exeter City. 

There are more showing 
promise at Under-21 level and 
Wales feel the pathway is in 
place to provide others the 
step up to senior level. 

With few players the wrong 
side of 30 - skipper Ashley 
Williams and Joe Ledley 



Ben Woodburn 


being obvious exceptions - 
Wales should enter Euro 2020 
in good shape despite World 
Cup disappointment. 

INTERNATIONALS 
DO MATTER 

At a time when fans are 
voting with their feet over 
meaningless friendlies and 
dead-rubber qualifiers, 

Wales’ showdown with 
the Irish provided a 
welcome reminder of what 
international football is all 
about. 

From the moment the home 
supporters embarked upon 
a spine-tingling and largely 
unaccompanied rendition 
of their national anthem to 
the delirious celebrations of 
their travelling counterparts 
on the final whistle, what 
transpired was a tooth-and- 
nail battle. 

Welsh despair and Irish 
delight were in stark contrast 
as proceedings ended, 
a measure of what the 
outcome meant to those who 
took part in and witnessed it. 


















44 Saturday, October 14, 2017 


SPORTS PINK 


'Genetically, 
we are behind' 


SAINTS 


Scotland crashed out of 
contention for World Cup 
qualification on Sunday 
after they could only draw 
2-2 away to Slovenia. 

Their manager Gordon 
Strachan came up with 
an unusual reason for his 
team’s failure, stating: 
“Genetically, we are 
behind.” 

Here, the Sports Pink 
looks at the height data 
of Scotland and Slovenia’s 
starting line-ups using 
publicly available 
information on soccerway. 
com, and also sees how 
Scotland compare against 
the most recent starting 
line-ups of the other home 
nations plus the Spain side 
which won the 2010 World 
Cup. 

Strachan was right about 
one thing - Slovenia were 
a taller team, with their 
average height coming 
out at 185 centimetres 
compared to Scotland’s 
181. 

Scotland did possess the 
tallest player on the pitch, 
though - goalkeeper Craig 
Gordon at 193cm. 

They also had the two 
shortest players - Barry 
Bannan (169) and Leigh 
Griffiths (170). Slovenia’s 



Leigh Griffiths 

shortest player was Jan 
Repas (171) while their 
tallest was Bostjan Cesar 
(191). 

Wales’ starting line¬ 
up against Georgia also 
came out with an average 
of 181cm, but they had 
the tallest player out of 
all the teams surveyed 
- goalkeeper Wayne 
Hennessey at 198cm. 

England’s side against 
Lithuania in their final 
qualfier averaged 185cm, 
slightly ahead of the 
Republic of Ireland 
against Moldova (184cm) 
and Northern Ireland 
against Norway (183cm). 

The smallest players 
in the study were Joe 
Allen of Wales and Wes 
Hoolahan of the Republic - 
both 168cm. 

Height is clearly only 
part of the equation, 
though - the Spain starting 
line-up which won the 
2010 World Cup final 
against Holland averaged 
180cm, with five of the XI 
under that mark. 


So, is SRL the last 


IS Rickie Lambert the last of the 
Saints legends? 

That was the question Adam 
Leitch asked in last week’s edi¬ 
tion of the Sports Pink, following 
his retirement. 

Here, Saints fans have their say 
in response to Adam’s question. 

First up, here are some postings 
on the Daily Echo’s Saints Face- 
book page ... 

Yeah, he’s a legend. Fonte could 
have been, but messed it up. 
There’s no one in the team now 
who encapsulates what Lambert 
was about. Oriol comes across 
well though. 

Richard Kitchen 

Davis and yoshi have been with 
us a while now! While not set¬ 
ting the world on fire have been 
dependable, and loyal?! What 
encompasses a legend? His loy¬ 
alty and dedication to the club, 
what they have achieved over the 
length of time at the club, or what 
they do on the pitch? Davies has 
captained on many occasions, 
does that not make him a qual¬ 
ity team player that puts the club 
first rather than selfish/greed 
ambition? Just a thought. 

Marc Smith 

Possibly as players only want 
to come to Saints as a brief step¬ 
ping stone towards earning su¬ 
per sized wages. Players are only 
interested in money and we fans 
should start looking at players as 
transient employees and not get 
attached to them like we always 
have done in the past. 

Spencer Houghton 

Poor old lambert really messed 
his career up didn’t he. What a 
shame we could have got 2 more 
good seasons out of him then he 
would have been a legend. 

Matthew Broomfield 

What about Chris Marsden? Not 
the most talented but ran himself 
into the ground every match. 

Michael Blackmore 

117goals 235 appearances ... Ab¬ 
solutely a legend. 

Daniel Blackmore 

Next one who could be a saints 
legend will either be oriol or 
Prowsey depending on how long 
they stay here. 

Ben Lawrence 

The only ones in living memory 
are RON DAVIES, TERRY PAINE, 
MICK CHANNON, MATT LE 
TISS.... in current squad Steve D 
might get there... to me Lambert 
was good and might warrant it.... 

Ian Loveless 

I’m glad a lot of people have 



mentioned that Kelvin Davis is a 
legend too. 

Stephen Geddes 

Yoshi could be. So much im¬ 
proved since Fonte left. 

Alistair Dyer 

Here are some postings from the 
Daily Echo Saints website page ... 

If only Saints could be blessed 
by the presence in our team of 
another player like Rickie Lam¬ 
bert. A problem is an opportunity 
waiting to be solved and Saints 
certainly need to solve theirs at 


the first opportunity. 

Terry Paine, arguably Saints’ 
greatest ever player, as is Matt 
Le Tissier, came from Winchester 
City. 

The best players are not always 
the most expensive ones who 
come from top clubs. Rickie, Matt 
and Terry all cost Saints little, but 
they were probably the three best 
number sevens in Saints’ history. 
There are still bargain players to 
be found in the lower leagues. 

Justasaintsfan 

Good article, I think that if we 
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SAINTS 



An all-star 
Catalonia XI 


of the legends..? 



had signed Pelle at a younger age 
he might have become one, how¬ 
ever we do desperately need an¬ 
other goalscoring Legend asap. 

In that number 

We all salute you Rickie but I do 
hope you wont be our last legend. 
Adam Leitch articulates well the 
type of player we now have, se¬ 
cretive, money obsessed, hidden 
away and disengaged with the 
city and fans. He could of course 
just as easily be describing Kat 
Liebherr, she is the one at the 
very top who sets the precedent, 


the culture and ethos of the club. 
What do we know about her? 
What are her hobbies, her likes 
and dislikes, her favourite restau¬ 
rant or bar in town? Did she buy 
a local home or just jet in and out 
for perfunctory visits? I certainly 
do not feel she embraced South¬ 
ampton and its people or took the 
time and effort to get to know us. 

Seedhouse the Unrepentant 

I think the departure of Lam¬ 
bert coincided with the the last 
breath of the ethereal, intangible 
and mystical essence, we all know, 


as the “Spirit of Southampton”. 

A spirit that had hung on, by a 
stardust spangled thread, since 
the “Dell days”, only to be finally 
severed, by corporate indiffer¬ 
ence. 

Positively 4thStreet 

Of course he’s not. There’s a 
couple on our books right now 
who may stay long enough to earn 
that title. The last legend has not 
yet been born. Stupid title. 

SRL certainly earned the right 
to be considered a legend though. 
I just loved the way he used to bul¬ 


ly defenders into errors. Need a 30 
year old version of him right now 
as we’ve never needed one before. 

Armchair champ 

The deep seated problem illus¬ 
trated by SRL the last of the old 
warhorses is generational, above 
45 years of age memories of the 
terraces, passionate support, lo¬ 
cal pride and a real connection 
between players and fans (pre¬ 
dominantly working class) is still 
with us, we have seen the changes 
some for the good but at the core 
much for the worse. 

The younger players, fans and 
the global armchair viewers are 
completely disconnected to what 
football ‘was’ moreover the en¬ 
tire upper tier of football is now, 
as with all major business, domi¬ 
nated by a cartel which has zero 
connectivity with it’s original 
base, fortunately for them we are 
all slowly dying off. 

warrens 76 

It’s not impossible. Whilst not 
in the same ‘legend’ class, we do 
have Maya Yoshida who has all 
the attributes we need with re¬ 
gard to loyalty and commitment 
and comes across as a really nice 
guy. If the youngsters have some¬ 
one to look up to like Maya, then 
we have a chance. 

Chrisl991 

In my 50+ years of being a Saint 
I have been honoured to watch 
Paine, Davies, Channon, Le Tiss 
amongst others who could qualify 
as legends. SRL came here at the 
right time and earned the title be¬ 
cause of his ability and attitude I 
am a bit surprised that he didn’t 
mention the Adkins effect on his 
career, though. 

Saintsayer 3 

We were the right club, at the 
right time, for the right player, 

Rickie grasped his chance with 
both hands, there was a spirit and 
togetherness about ALL of the 
players with Rickie being the tal¬ 
isman, its just a shame that greed 
got a grip on certain players af¬ 
ter we made it into the Premier 
League, players thought that they 
were better than they were. 

Where are they all now? Only 
one or two have really taken the 
next step up, most have gone 
backwards, the likes of Ox, Shaw, 
Spider, Chambers etc should have 
stayed a season or two more, sure¬ 
ly it’s better to be a big fish in a 
small pond than a small fish in a 
big pond. 

They could’ve all had regular 
first team football, instead of 
warming the bench. Granted, 
you’re all very wealthy, but you 
can only drive one car at a time!! 

Sir Rickie, I salute you. You left 
us for the right reasons, but did 
Liverpool really want you or were 
you sacrificed so that they could 
get their grotty mitts on others? 

A very happy retirement to you, 
sir, and thanks for the memories. 

They Don’t Like It Up ‘Em 


Catalan-born players such as 
Gerard Pique, Carles Puyol 
and Xavi played key roles 
as Spain became the world’s 
dominant footballing force 
with victories at the 2010 
World Cup and the European 
Championships in 2008 and 
2012. 

Now, following the recent 
Catalonia independence 
referendum - where voters 
were asked whether they 
wish Catalonia to become an 
independent republic from 
Spain - the international 
futures of players from the 
region could be cast into the 
spotlight. 

Catalonia already boast a 
representative side, which 
has been playing matches 
for over a century but is not 
a member of either FIFA or 
UEFA. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks 
at what a first XI of locally- 
born players could look like: 

Kiko Casilla (Real Madrid, 
one Spain cap): 


Hector Bellerin (Arsenal, 
three caps and no goals for 
Spain) 



Gerard Pique 


Gerard Pique (Barcelona, 

91 caps and five goals for 
Spain) 

Jordi Amat (Swansea, 
uncapped) 

Jordi Alba (Barcelona, 55 
caps and six goals for Spain) 

Sergio Busquets 
(Barcelona, 99 caps and two 
goals for Spain) 

Sergi Roberto (Barcelona, 
three caps and one goal for 
Spain) 

Xavi (A1 Sadd, 133 caps and 
13 goals for Spain) 

Cesc Fabregas (Chelsea, 110 
caps and 15 goals for Spain) 

Keita Balde (Monaco, 15 
caps and three goals for 
Senegal) 

Sergio Garcia (Espanyol, 
two caps and no goals for 
Spain) 

Coach: Pep Guardiola 
(Manchester City, 47 Spain 
caps) 
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Massive reductions 
on flooring, carpets, 
beds, bedroom 
furniture & mattresses. 

SELECTED PRODUCTS 

NOW ON! OUR EPIC SALE IS BACK & BETTER THAN EVER! 




Nuffield Industrial Estate, 
Poole, BH17 ORR, 

Tel: 01202 723162 

Ferndown Industrial Estate, 
WIMBORNE BH21 7PE, 

Tel: 01202 872240 

www.carpetsandbeds.com 


CARPET 

BARN 

^LthejN 

, bed , 

V store / 



Local Specialist 


Calverly Adjustable Bed 


Bath and Shower Stool 


4 Wheel Walker (steel) 


Triumph Walker 


Ardwick Twist 

80/20 42oz Wool twist 

Large stocks to clear 

Direct from the manufacturers 

Normal price 

£19.99sqm 
To clear £11.99sqm 


l-Lite Transit VJheelchai 


Bellavita Bathlift 


Overall Height: 42.5" 
Overall Width: 32" 
Overall Depth: 35.5’ 
Maximum User 
Weight: 23 stone 


ST1 Boot Scooter 


DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 

RINGWOOD ROAD, WOODLANDS, 
SOUTHAMPTON, SO40 7GY 

02380 873459 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

www.discountwarehousetotton.co.uk 


24 Hour Callout Service F0R fl FREE N0 0BLIGATI0N SURVEY 
We have people on the phone 
24 hours a day, seven days a week 
plus overnight and 
weekend engineering support 
Often Fitted Next Day 


STRAIGHT 

RECONDITIONED 

STAIRLIFTS: 


STRAIGHT NEW 
STAIRLIFTS: 


CURVED NEW 
STAIRLIFTS: 


FROM ONLY 


FROM ONLY 


£495* £1195* £2995 


facebook.com/ twitter.com/ 


OUTLET 


Riser Recliner Chair 


LXJ/OO 

INCONTINENCE 
PUU. UP PANTS 


FLOORING BEDS AND MATTRESSES RUGS 


WE BUY BACK STAIRLIFTS - UP TO £500 PAID. ACORN, BROOKS, MINIVATOR, AGE UK, COMPANION & HANDICARE 


42-45 Port ‘.mouth Road. Wnnktnn 
Southampton, S019 9AD 
Email: info aableworldsouthampton.co.uk 

T: (02380) 440000 

Open 7 days a week 
To sec more stores, please visit: 

t vww.ableworld.co.uk 

Opposite tk* Bn StMlen 


Discount Warehouse (Totton) Ltd 


Our customers come back again and again! 


tHr i a r 


WWW.RLMJOBS.COM 

SPECIALIST DRIVING & INDUSTRIAL 
EMPLOYMENT BUSINESS 


02380 227749 OR SEND CV TO SOUTHAMPTON@RLMJOBS.COM 
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Golden Charter 
is Proud to 
Support 


* £25 from the sale of each funeral plan, identified with The Royal 
British Legion sticker, and where plans are not cancelled, will be 
paid to Royal British Legion Trading Limited, which gives its tax¬ 
able profits to The Royal British Legion (Charity no. 219279) and 
Poppyscotland (Scottish Charity No. SC014096). 


OPEN 6 DAYS-A-WEEK 
Mon to Sat 

Telephone 
023 8089 9611 

www.polarplastics.co.uk 
email: sales@polarplastics.co.uk 

10 Holbury Precinct, 

Holbury Drove, Holbury, | fensa | 

Southampton 


> We are truly Independent 
and provide a personal 
and local service 

i Will option available 
with your plan 


WITH EVERY FUNERAL 
PLAN TAKEN OUT £25* 
IS DONATED TO THE 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

Joseph House 

14 Bishopstoke Road 

Eastleigh 

Hampshire SO50 6AE. 

Call 023 80612 444 

info@cappersindependent 

funerals.co.uk 


IER33Mf@N HYI&289] 

20th Dec: Austria's Ziller Valley ■ 9 days £799 
21st: Christmas Rhine Cruise ■ 7 days £949 
22nd: Tossa de Mar • 13 days £1019 
22nd: Valkenburg ■ 6 days £489 
23rd: Derbyshire * 5 days £539 
23rd: Paris-5 days £569 
23rd: Ostend ■ 5 days £449 
23rd: Heart of Chester - 5 days £569 
23rd: Cornwall - 5 days £489 
23rd: Bournemouth - 5 days £585 
23rd: Worthing - 5 days £619 
23rd: Eastbourne - 5 days £499 
23rd: Torquay - 5 days £469 
23rd: Heart of England - 5 days £509 
23rd: Suffolk & Colchester - 5 days £539 
23rd: Shropshire - 5 days £479 
23rd: Heart of the Shires - 5 days £489 
23rd: South Wales/Swansea - 5 days £499 
23rd: Isle of Wight ■ 4 days £545 

AncELA 02380 404536 


www.angelaholioays.co.uk 

FIND US ON FACE800K a TWITTER 


3 out of 4 of the 
working population 
live within 30 minutes 
of their work. 


Your next hire is here. 
Advertise your vacancy today. 

Call 0238 178 0686 

seljobs.com Daily Echo 

The new home for jobs in the South East 


iH 

FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE 
FABULOUS LOCATION 

WEDDINGS * PARTIES 
MEETINGS * SKITTLES 
CHRISTENINGS * WAKES 

Telephone or email for availability or a 
brochure - Bar and exceptional food menu 
(if required) from buffet to 3 course sit down 
dinner we cater for any size function 
10 -100 people 

THE MORTIMER ARMS 
ROMSEY ROAD 
OWER (Jet 2 M27) 

ROMSEY, S051 6AF 

02380 814379 

www.mortimerarms.co.uk 

info@mortimerarms.co.uk 


‘ PolarPlastics 


PVC-u SPECIALISTS for: 


• ■ ■ I I 

min 




VII 


Hill 


• Windows • Doors 

• Conservatories • Fascias 

• Cladding • Gutters 

• Glass units • Window repairs 


• NO HARD SELL FAMILY BUSINESS 
• 10 YEAR INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE 
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RESULTS 


SATURDAY’S FOOTBALL RESULTS AND TABLES 


Premier League 


Burnley.1 

Wood 85 
HT 0-1 

Crystal P.2 

Azpilicueta 11 og 
Zaha 45 
HT 2-1 

Liverpool.0 

HT 0-0 

Man City.7 

Gabriel Jesus 17,55, Sterling 19 
Silva 27, Fernandinho 60 
Sane 62, Bernardo Silva 79 
HT 3-1 

Swansea.2 

Abraham 42,48 

Tottenham Hotspur.1 

Eriksen 47 

Watford.L 

HT L-L 

HOME 

P W D L F # 
Man City 8 3 1 0 18 G 

Man Utd 8 4 0 0 14 C 

Tottenham 8 12 1 3 2 

Chelsea 8 112 4 4 

Arsenal 7 4 0 0 11 2 

Burnley 8 12 1 2 2 

Liverpool 8 2 2 0 6 1 

Watford 7 0 2 1 3 2 

Newcastle 7 2 1 1 6 4 

W.B.A. 7 1 3 0 4 2 

Huddersfld 8 12 1 2 2 

SAINTS 7 112 3 2 

Swansea 8 1 0 3 3 7 

West Ham 8 2 0 1 5 2 

Stoke 8 2 1 1 5 7 

Brighton 7 2 0 1 4 2 

Everton 7 2 0 2 3 2 

Leicester 7 1 0 2 5 2 

Bournemouth 8 112 3 2 

Crystal P 8 1 0 3 2 7 


West Ham.1 

Antonio 19 
Att 20,945 

Chelsea.1 

Bakayoko 18 
Att 25,480 

Man Utd.0 

Att 52,912 

Stoke.2 

Diouf 44 
Walker 47 og 

Att 54,128 

Huddersfld.0 

HT 1-0 Att 20,657 

AFC Bournemouth....0 

HT 0-0 Att 73,502 

Arsenal.L 


W D L F A Pt 

4 0 0 11 1 22 

2 2 0 7 2 20 

4 0 0 12 2 17 

3 0 1 9 4 13 

0 1 2 0 5 13 

2 2 0 6 4 13 

1 2 1 7 11 13 

3 1 0 8 3 12 

1 0 2 1 2 10 

1 0 2 2 5 9 


12 12 18 
0 2 3 3 11 8 

0 1 3 4 11 8 

0 13 16 7 


0 0 4 0 11 3 


Sky Bet Championship 


Barnsley. 

.2 

Middlesbro.. 

.2 

Fletcher 3 og 



Braithwaite 7 

McGeehan 9 


Assombalonga 60 

HT 2-1 



Att 17,163 

Bolton. 

..2 

Sheff Wed. .. 

.1 

Ameobi 10, Hutchinson 62 og 



Lee 68 

HT 1-0 



Att 17,967 

Brentford. 

..1 

Millwall. 

.0 

Sawyers 47 


HT 0-0 

Att 9,622 

Fulham. 

.2 

Preston North End....2 

Norwood 74 pen 



Hugill 18 

Odoi 90 



Maguire 25 

HT 0-2 



Att 18,435 

Leeds Utd 

0 

Reading 

1 




Barrow 84 

HT 0-0 



Att 33,900 

Norwich. 

..1 

Hull. 

.1 

Oliveira 90 



Dicko 29 

HT 0-1 



Att 25,666 

Sheff Utd. 

..1 

Ipswich. 

.0 

Basham 49 




HT 0-0 



Att 25,799 

Sunderlnd. 

..1 

Q.P.R. 

.1 

McGeady 61 



Sylla 37 

HT 0-1 



Att 26,066 

Wolves. 

..L 

A. Villa. 

.L 


P W D L F A 
Cardiff 12 4 2 0 11 3 

SheffUtd 12 5 0 1 8 2 

Wolves 11 3 1 1 8 6 

Bristol C 12 3 3 0 10 3 

Preston 12 3 3 0 8 3 

Leeds Utd 12 3 2 1 10 3 

A. Villa 11 3 3 0 8 4 

Norwich 
Fulham 

Ipswich 11 4 0 2 11 7 

Middlesbro 
Sheff Wed 
Nottm For 
Q.P.R. 


4 17 7 


Hull 
Millwall 
Derby Cty 
Brentford 
Barnsley 
Reading 
Birminghm 
Burton Alb 
Sunderlnd 
Bolton 


12 3 


11 1 2 2 5 6 

12 3 1 2 5 6 

12 2 1 3 5 12 

12 0 2 4 4 9 

12 1 0 5 5 13 


W D L F A Pt 

3 1 2 6 7 24 

3 0 3 8 8 24 

4 1 1 11 5 23 

2 3 1 10 8 21 

2 3 1 7 5 21 

3 0 3 8 9 20 

2 1 2 9 6 19 

3 1 2 7 10 19 

3 2 1 9 5 18 

2 0 3 9 10 18 

1 3 2 7 6 17 

1 2 3 4 6 16 

2 0 3 8 10 15 

0 3 3 6 10 14 

0 3 3 5 12 13 

0 3 3 2 5 13 

1 3 2 6 10 13 

1 2 3 6 7 12 

1 1 3 6 8 12 

2 1 3 5 6 12 

0 1 5 3 13 11 

0 3 3 1 11 10 

1 3 2 9 13 8 

024 1 10 5 


SkyBet League One 


Bristol R.0 

HT 0-0 

Bury.3 

Maguire 19 pen, Beckford 20 
O’Shea 85 

Charlton.1 

Fosu 9 

Fleetwood Town.2 

Eastham 26, Cole 83 
HT 1-0 

Northmptn.0 

HT 0-0 

Oldham.1 

Menig 90 

Peterboro.0 

HT 0-1 

Plymouth.1 

Carey 58 
HT 0-0 

POMPEY.2 

Hawkins 14,45 

Rotherham.2 

Vaulks 37, Moore 71 
HT 1-0 

Walsall.1 

Oztumer 18 
HT 1-0 

Wigan.3 

Jacobs 8, Powell 84, Toney 88 
HT 1-0 


Oxford Utd.1 

Henry 82 
Att 9,656 

Bradford.1 

Wyke 9 

HT 2-1 Att 5,514 

Doncaster.0 

HT 1-0 

Rochdale.2 

Inman 48, Henderson 53 

Att 3,260 

AFC Wimbledon.1 

Forrester 61 
Att 5,306 

Blackburn.0 

HT 0-0 Att 7,784 

Gillingham.1 

Martin 35 
Att 5,257 

Shrewsbry.1 

Whalley 78 
Att 8,280 

M K Dons.0 

HT 2-0 Att 17,608 

Scunthorpe.0 

Att 9,167 

Blackpool.1 

Solomon-Otabor 65 
Att 4,503 

Southend.0 

Att 8,133 


P W 

Wigan 13 6 

Shrewsbry 
Bradford 
Rotherham 13 

Charlton 12 

Oxford Utd 13 

Peterboro 12 

POMPEY 13 

Fleetwood 12 

Blackburn 11 

Blackpool 12 

Scunthorpe 13 

Bristol R 
M K Dons 

Southend 13 3 3 0 8 5 

Walsall 13 2 5 0 12 10 

Oldham 12 2 0 4 8 12 

Doncaster 13 1 3 2 8 7 


4 0 2 8 6 


0 3 11 12 

1 2 13 5 

2 2 14 13 


40 3 13 12 


Wimbledon 13 1 
Gillingham 13 1 
Northmptn 13 2 
Plymouth 13 1 


13 2 2 2 6 6 


2 3 5 7 


W D L F A Pt 

4 0 2 10 5 31 

4 3 0 10 6 31 

4 2 1 15 10 26 

2 0 4 3 7 24 

3 1 2 11 9 23 

3 1 3 9 9 21 

2 2 1 11 6 20 

2 1 3 5 9 20 

3 0 2 8 8 20 

3 1 2 7 4 19 

1 3 3 10 12 19 

3 2 2 7 5 19 

2 0 4 10 12 18 

3 0 4 6 9 17 

1 1 5 9 20 16 

1 1 4 5 12 15 

2 1 3 10 14 13 

2 0 5 7 9 12 

0 2 3 6 11 12 

0 4 3 6 10 12 

2 1 4 3 8 12 

1 2 4 2 9 10 


SkyBet League Two 


Acc Stanley.1 

McConville 14 
HT 1-0 

Chesterfld.0 

HT 0-1 

Colchester.0 

HT 0-0 

Forest Grn.0 

HT 0-2 

Grimsby.0 

HT 0-0 

Lincoln City.0 

HT 0-0 

Luton.7 

Berry 3,21,62 

Hylton 7,52 pen, Justin 90, Gambin 90 
HT 3-1 

Mansfield.1 

Rose 90 
HT 0-2 

Notts Cnty.2 

Ameobi 16, Yates 52 
HT 1-0 

Port Vale.3 

Pope 26,80, Whitfield 61 
HT 1-0 

Wycombe.0 

hi o-o 

Yeovil.2 

Browne 15, Olomola 56 
HT 1-0 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
Notts Cnty 13 5 2 0 14 5 

Exeter 13 5 0 1 10 4 

Luton 13 6 0 1 24 7 

Acc Stanley 13 4 1 2 11 8 

Wycombe 13 3 2 2 14 12 

Newport Co 13 4 1 0 8 1 

Coventry 13 5 0 1 9 1 

Swindon 13 2 1 3 8 12 

Stevenage 13 3 2 1 12 8 

Lincoln City 13 3 3 1 9 5 

Mansfield 13 4 2 1 14 8 

Grimsby 13 2 3 2 7 8 

Cheltnham 13 4 0 2 12 7 

Carlisle 13 1 2 3 6 7 

Cambridge 13 3 1 2 8 6 

Colchester 13 3 2 2 13 7 

Yeovil 13 3 3 1 10 6 

Crawley 13 1 0 5 4 8 

Crewe 13 3 2 2 10 10 

Morecambe 13 2 1 3 5 7 

Barnet 13 2 1 3 6 6 

Port Vale 13 1 1 5 8 11 

Forest Grn 13 1 1 5 7 16 

Chesterfld 13 1 1 5 6 12 


Coventry.0 

Att 2,828 

Morecambe.2 

McGurk 17, Thompson 47 
Att 4,489 

Carlisle.1 

Devitt 58 
Att 3,402 

Newport County.4 

Amond 15,41, Bennett 78 
McClousky 86 
Att 2,864 

Crawley.0 

Att 4,007 

Cambridge.0 

Att 8,803 

Stevenage.1 

Kennedy 45 
Att 9,208 

Swindon.3 

Linganzi 4, Goddard 45 

Norris 54 pen 
Att 4,081 

Barnet.1 

Akinola 81 
Att 5,804 

Cheltnham.1 

Dawson 90 
Att 4,277 

Exeter.0 

Att 5,006 

Crewe.0 

Att 2,360 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

4 0 2 10 8 29 

4 2 1 11 8 29 

2 3 1 6 4 27 

4 1 1 11 8 26 

4 2 0 11 6 25 

3 2 3 13 11 24 

2 2 3 5 6 23 

5 0 2 12 5 22 

3 1 3 8 12 21 

2 2 2 6 8 20 

1 2 3 5 10 19 

3 0 3 9 11 18 

1 2 4 5 10 17 

4 0 3 10 10 17 

2 1 4 4 8 17 

1 1 4 5 12 15 

1 0 5 9 20 15 

3 2 2 8 6 14 

10 14 

11 13 

12 12 


1 1 


4 15 


0 1 5 4 15 5 


Ladbrokes Scottish Prem 


Celtic.1 

Ntcham 61 

Hamilton.1 

Skondras 15 
HT 1-1 

Hibernian.0 

HT 0-1 

Partick.0 

HT 0-1 

Ross Cnty.1 

Kellior-Dunn 36 
HT 1-1 

HOME 

P W D L F A 

Celtic 9 3 2 0 12 4 

Aberdeen 9 3 1 0 8 2 

Rangers 9 112 6 6 

Motherwell 9 4 0 2 10 4 

StJohnstn 9 3 1 1 8 6 

Hibernian 9 112 6 7 

Hearts 9 0 1 0 0 0 

Dundee 921 1 76 

Hamilton 9 1 0 4 7 12 

Ross Cnty 9 0 1 4 4 9 

Kilmarnock 9 0 2 4 4 10 

Partick 9 0 2 3 6 10 


Dundee.0 

HT 0-0 

Motherwell.2 

Rose 32, Hartley 51 
Att 3,869 

Aberdeen.1 

Mackay-Steven 38 
Att 19,038 

Kilmarnock.2 

K Boyd 39, Frizzell 63 
Att 3,662 

Hearts.2 

Goncalves 34, Walker 59 
Att 4,819 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

4 0 0 9 1 23 

4 1 0 8 4 23 

4 1 0 14 5 17 

1 1 1 5 7 16 

1 1 2 5 8 14 

2 3 0 8 6 13 

3 2 3 9 11 12 

0 1 4 3 11 8 

1 1 2 6 7 7 

2 0 2 4 7 7 

1113 3 6 


Ladbrokes Scottish Ch’ship 


Brechin.0 

HT 0-0 

Dumbarton.0 

HT 0-1 

Falkirk.0 

HT 0-0 

Livingston.2 

Mullen 7, Todorov 76 
HT 1-0 

Queen Sth.0 

HT 0-0 


Morton.1 

Murdoch 81 
Att 624 

St Mirren.2 

Reilly 36 
Sutton 70 

Inverness CT.0 

Att 4,107 

Dundee Utd.0 

Att 2,282 

Dunfrmline.0 

Att 1,834 


St Mirren 
Livingston 
Dunfrmline 


HOME 

P W D L F 
950 0 15 
9 2 2 1 8 

3 0 1 12 


Dundee Utd 9 3 1 
Morton 9 2 0 2 
Queen Sth 9 2 11 
Dumbarton 9 2 12 
Falkirk 9 0 3 2 
Inverness CT 9 0 2 2 
Brechin 9 0 2 3 


W D L F A Pt 

2 0 2 6 8 21 

3 1 0 8 3 18 

2 2 1 10 4 17 


0 2 2 3 5 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 1 


Ayr Utd.2 

Geggan 55,57 
HT 0-1 

East Fife.5 

Duggan 4, Docherty 42 pen 
G Hurst 80,90, Linton 90 
HT 2-1 

Queen Park.1 

Donnelly 89 
HT 0-0 

Raith.2 

Vaughan 33, Thomson 38 
HT 2-0 

Stranraer.2 

Wallace 58, Hamill 81 
HT 0-0 

HOME 

P W D L F A 
Raith 9 5 0 0 12 2 

Ayr Utd 9 2 2 1 12 7 

Albion R 9 1 0 3 4 12 

East Fife 9 3 0 2 9 10 

Arbroath 9 112 6 8 

Stranraer 9 3 0 2 11 11 

Airdrieonians 9 2 1 1 7 4 

Alloa 9 2 1 1 6 7 

Queen Park 9 0 2 3 5 15 

Forfar 9 112 3 9 


Ladbrokes Scottish Lge 2 


HOME 

P W D L F 
Stirling A 8 3 1 1 13 

Stenhsmuir 8 4 0 1 12 


Montrose 
Peterhead 
Berwick 
Elgin 

Annan Ath 
Clyde 
Edinburgh City 8 1 
Cowdenbth 8 1 


2 116 6 


8 12 1 6 6 


Scottish Cup Second Round 


Banks ODee.2 

Watt 68, Whyte 75 
HT 0-0 

Berwick.1 

Scullion 70 
HT 0-0 

Buckie T.6 

Carroll 4 pen 
Mcloud 19,42,90 
S Ross 38 
Angus 90 
HT 4-0 

Civil Service Strollers ....0 


HT 0-1 

Cowdenbth.. 


HT 0-0 

Dever’vale.. 


HT 0-0 

Edinburgh Univ.0 

HT 0-2 

Elgin.3 

Cameron 7 
McHardy 88 
Sutherland 90 
HT 1-0 

Formartine United.4 

Ferries 14 
Barbour 15,80 
MacPhee 82 
HT 2-0 

Keith.0 


HT 0-0 

Montrose. 

Johnston 12,20 
I Campbell 57 
Fraser 78 
HT 2-1 

Nairn Cnty... 

Macrae 73 


Selkirk.0 

Att 200 

Annan Athletic.0 

Att 379 

BSC Glasgow.2 

Murray 61 
Grehan 65 pen 


Brora.5 

Graham 35,67 
Macdonald 49 
S Mackay 60 
Brindle 90 
Att 60 

East Kilbride.1 

Winter 86 
Att 251 

Glenafton Athletic.2 

McGill 87 
Andrew 90 


HT 0-1 

Peterhead.9 

J Brown 14 
Leitch 22 

McAllister 36,39,45 pen,74 pen,90 
Currie 58 og 
S Brown 77 
HT 5-0 

Spartans.L 

Atkinson 4 
Greenhill 14,33 
HT 3-0 

Stirling A.3 

D Smith 6 
MacDonald 74 
Davidson 82 

HT 1-2 


Edusport Academy... 1 


Att 552 

E Stirling.0 


Att 180 

Clyde.3 

Osadolor 48 
Wright 72 
Ramsay 79 
Att 170 

Stirling University.1 

O’Brien 35 


Att 503 

Cove.2 

Megginson 18 
Masson 46 
Att 185 

Colville Park.0 


Att 209 

Lothian Thistle.5 

Hare 10 
Wringe 15,47 
Swanson 66 pen 
Devlin 68 
Att 521 


FA Cup Fourth Qualifying Round 


Airdrieonians.2 

McGregor 29, Furtado 65 
Att 1,513 

Albion R.4 

Marr 8, Reid 54 
Vitoria 68, Trouten 78 
Att 502 

Forfar.1 

Millar 66 pen 
Att 517 

Arbroath.0 

Att 1,827 

Alloa.0 

Att 409 

AWAY 

W D L F A Pt 

2 1 1 12 3 22 

3 0 1 12 6 17 

4 0 1 20 10 15 

2 0 2 4 6 15 

3 1 1 14 6 14 

1 2 1 7 6 14 

1 1 3 6 10 11 

0 2 3 4 9 9 

1 0 3 3 7 5 


W D L F A Pt 

3 0 0 10 5 19 

0 3 0 3 3 15 


2 0 2 9 6 10 

1 0 3 8 11 8 

1 0 3 3 8 6 


AFC Fylde. 

Rowe 37 
HT 1-0 

AFC Telford.3 

Dinanga 52,90 pen, Lussey 90 
HT 0-0 

Aldershot.1 

Rendell 79 

Bath City.0 

HT 0-0 

Brackley.3 

A Williams 2 
A Walker 75, S Byrne 89 

HT 1-0 

Burgess Hill Town.0 

HT 0-1 

Buxton.1 

Hardy 68 pen 
HT 0-2 

Chorley.0 

HT 0-0 

Dagenham.0 

HT 0-0 

Dover.0 

HT 0-0 

East Thurrock.0 

HT 0-0 

EASTLEIGH.1 

Howe 78 
HT 0-2 

FC Halifax.1 

McNulty 19 og 


HT 1-2 

Guiseley.6 

Fondop-Talom 52,90, Haworth 55 
Rooney 61 pen, Hatfield 71,80 
HT 0-0 

Hampton & Richmond....0 

HT 0-0 

Haringey Borough.2 

Gabrial 57 
Kay 87 

HT 0-1 

Harrogate Town.1 

Falkingham 34 
HT 1-0 

Kiddrmnstr.2 

Sonupe 19, Ironside 79 
HT 1-0 

Maidenhead Utd.2 

Barratt 23 
Upward 90 
HT 1-0 

Maidstone Utd.2 

Wynter 45 
Pigott 90 
HT 1-1 

Margate.1 

Stannard 89 
HT 0-0 

Nantwich T.1 

Cooke 73 
HT 0-1 

Oxford C.1 

Paterson 32 
HT 1-0 

Paulton.2 

Ford 17 
HT 1-1 

Scarborough Athletic.0 


1 Wrexham.0 

Att 1,390 

FC Utd of Manchester . 1 

Lindfield 74 

Torquay.0 

HT 0-0 Att 1,583 

Chelmsford.0 

Att 878 

Billericay Town.3 

Cunnington 46,77 
Theophanous 71 


Dartford... 


.1 

Pavey 8 
Att 873 

Gateshead.2 

McLaughlin 28, Burrow 44 pen 
Att 653 

Boston.0 

Att 1,204 

Leyton O.0 

Att 2,529 

Bromley.0 

Ebbsfleet United.0 


Hereford FC.2 

McGrath 14 
Preen 43 
Att 1,345 

Tranmere.3 

Jennings 5 
Norwood 45 
Ridehalgh 56 
Att 1,630 

Shildon.0 


Att 772 

Truro City.2 

Keats 60,89 
Att 784 

Heybridge.4 

Yiga 14 og 
Bantick 65 
Callander 69 pen,73 
Att 401 

Gainsboro.2 

Jarman 45, Jacklin 60 


Chester FC.0 

Att 1,896 

Havant and W.1 

Prior 50 
Att 753 

Enfield Town.2 

Thomas 20 
Purse 57 pen 
Att 1,495 

Leatherh’d.2 

Moore 73, Midson 89 
Att 879 

Kettering.1 

Richens 44 

Bognor Regis Town ..0 


HT 0-2 

Slough. 

Harris 4 

Solihull Moors... 

Murombedzi 20 
HT 1-1 

South Shields... 

Finnigan 25 
HT 1-0 

St Albans. 

Bender 66 


HT 0-2 

Stourbrdge... 


HT 0-3 

Woking... 

Philpot 
HT 0-1 


Sutton Utd.3 

Cadogan 10, Wright 49 
Thomas 54 

Hyde.2 

Beadle 15, Porrritt 45 
Att 2,003 

Folkestone Invicta.0 

HT 1-0 

Ossett Town.1 

Gregory 39 

Hartlepool.2 

Rodney 53, Deverdics 58 

Boreham W.3 

Andrade 13,48 
Jeffers 42 

Macclesfld.5 

Marsh 13,13 
Durrell 45 
Arthur 67 
Whitehead 78 
Att 1,152 

Concord Rgs.1 

Cawley 35 


Vanarama National League 


P w 

Macclesfld 15 4 
Dover 15 3 
Woking 15 6 
Sutton Utd 15 4 
Wrexham 15 4 
Dagenham 15 5 
Bromley 15 4 
Aldershot 15 3 
Maidstone 15 2 
FC Halifax 15 4 
Boreham W 15 4 
Maidenhead 15 4 
Hartlepool 15 3 
Ebbsfleet 15 2 
Tranmere 15 3 
Gateshead 15 4 
Leyton O 15 3 
EASTLEIGH 14 2 
AFC Fylde 15 1 
Barrow 15 2 
Chester FC 14 1 
Guiseley 15 1 
Solihull 15 1 
Torquay 15 1 


3 18 4 

1 1 18 9 

1 2 12 4 

2 2 14 9 
5 1 10 9 
1 2 10 8 

1 3 11 7 

2 2 13 10 

13 7 7 

4 19 7 


3 10 
2 10 
3 10 


12 28 

7 27 
4 26 

10 24 
13 24 

8 23 

9 23 
6 23 

11 22 
12 22 

8 22 
10 21 
3 20 


2 2 4 9 16 18 

1 4 3 7 9 


13 16 
12 13 
12 12 
18 10 


1 0 6 5 13 
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NON LEAGUE 
FOOTBALL 

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 

Chippenham 0 Wealdstone 0 
Eastbourne Borough 0 Hemel Hempstead 2 
Weston-super-Mare 0 Welling Utd 2 
Whitehawk 0 Hungerford 3 

EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

Bishops Stortford 2 Basingstoke Town 0 
Dorchester 1 Chesham 1 
Farnborough 4 Hitchin 1 
Kings Lynn 3 Kings Langley 2 
Merthyr Town 5 Gosport Borough 0 
Redd itch Utd 4 St Ives 0 
Royston 3 Frame 0 
St Neots 1 Weymouth 2 
Stratford 5 Dunstable 1 
West Division 
Bideford 3 Cirencester 0 
Bishops Cleeve 1 Barnstaple 5 
Cinderford 1 AFC Totton 0 
Evesham 0 Didcot 2 
Larkhall 1 Kidlington 1 
North Leigh 1 Wimborne 1 
Slimbridge 2 Salisbury 5 
Swindon Supermarine 2 Taunton 3 
Winchester City 1 Bristol Manor Farm 2 
Yate 3 Shortwood Utd 0 
East Division 

AFC Rushden & Diamonds 0 Egham Town 0 
Ashford Town (Middx) 4 Hayes & Yeading 
Utd 0 

Aylesbury Utd v Arlesey Town 
Beaconsfield Town 2 Kempston Rovers 4 
Bedford Town 0 Northwood 0 
Cambridge City 4 Thame Utd 2 
Hanwell Town 2 Fleet Town 0 
Hartley Wintney 1 Chalfont St Peter 1 
Marlow 2 Barton Rovers 2 
Moneyfields 5 Aylesbury 2 
Uxbridge 0 AFC Dunstable 1 
SYDENHAMS WESSEX LEAGUE 
Premier Division 

Andover Town 5 Blackfield & Langley 3 
Baffins MR 0 Portland Utd 6 
Bashley 2 Fareham 5 
Bemerton HH 0 Sholing 4 
Bournemouth Poppies 1 Alresford 2 
Hamworthy Utd 1 AFC Portchester 3 
Horndean 1 Hamble Club 0 
Petersfield 0 Lymington Town 0 
Shaftesbury 5 Newport loW 0 
Team Solent 7 Brockenhurst 0 
Division One 

AFC Stoneham 0 Laverstock & Ford 1 
Alton 4 Verwood 2 
Andover NS 0 Ringwood 4 
Downton 3 Whitchurch 3 
New Milton 2 US Portsmouth 3 
Romsey 2 Christchurch 4 
Tadley Calleva 3 Fawley 2 
Totton & Eling 3 Folland Sports 2 
SOUTHAMPTON SENIOR CUP 
Second round 

Colden Common 1 Hythe & Dibden 2 

NEW FOREST CARE HAMPSHIRE PREMIER 
LEAGUE 

NFC Hampshire League Cup 

Sway 3 Lyndhurst 1 
Bush Hill 2 Liss Athletic 0 
Infinity pp AFC Petersfield 
Liphook 2 Fleetlands 3 
Netley Central Sports 3 Stockbridge 1 
Paulsgrove 4 Overton 0 
Sway 3 Lyndhurst 1 
Premier Division 
Clanfield 3 Locks Heath 2 
QK Southampton 1 Hayling Utd 1 
Winchester Castle 5 Hedge End Rangers 0 
Division One 

Michelmersh & Timsbuiy 1 Upham 5 
South Wonston Swifts 3 Headley Utd 1 
Combination 
Fleetlands 1 Liphook 3 
Headley 5 Clanfield 3 
Overton pp QK Southampton 
WYVERN COMBINATION LEAGUE 
East Division 

Alresford Town 7 Petersfield Town 0 
Bosham 1 Hamble Club 4 
Fareham Town 3 Baffins MR 2 
Folland Sports 1 AFC Stoneham 5 
Liss Athletic 1 US Portsmouth 2 
Newport loW 0 Alton 3 
Sholing 5 Tadley Calleva 1 
West Division 

Brockenhurst 1 Totton & Eling 2 
Christchurch 0 Downton 2 
East Cowes Vies 0 Team Solent 1 
Hythe & Dibden 2 Romsey Town 0 
Laverstock & Ford 7 Bemerton HH 1 
Lymington Town 4 Colden Common 2 
Verwood Town 2 Ringwood Town 4 
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